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Preface 
 
The mission of the Oncology Graduate School 
Amsterdam (Onderzoekschool Oncologie 
Amsterdam – OOA) is to educate graduate students 
in basic and clinical cancer research, and to ensure 
proper supervision and mentoring of graduate 
students in the Amsterdam region. OOA’s graduate 
students are scientist-in-training who receive 
additional theoretical and practical education on 
various subjects related to cancer. 
 
OOA is a joint venture of the Netherlands Cancer 
Institute (Nederlands Kanker Instituut - NKI) and 
the medical faculaties VU Medical Center (VUmc) 
and Amsterdam Medical Center (AMC) of the Free 
University Amsterdam (Vrije Universiteit - VU) and 
the University of Amsterdam (Universiteit van 
Amsterdam- UvA), respectively. These 
organizations strive for excellence in research and 
education in oncology, the realization of which is 
promoted by their participation in OOA.  
 
The OOA research program ranges from basic 
molecular biology to clinical bedside research. It 
includes, for instance, fundamental studies on 
cellular signal transduction and the control of gene 
expression, but also clinical trials of new 
immunotherapeutic approaches and the 
development 

of new tools to evaluate the quality of life in 
cancer patients. OOA organizes a range of 
educational activities, including specialized 
training courses, meet-the-expert sessions and an 
annual graduate student retreat.  
 
This report describes the activities and scientific 
output of OOA in 2007. It includes detailed listings 
of our educational activities, such as training 
programs, and an overview of the scientific output, 
including listings of PhD theses completed and 
scientific papers published throughout the year 
2007. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Executive Directors, 
 
Prof.dr. G.A. Meijer (VU) 
Prof.dr. T.K. Sixma. (NKI) 
Prof.dr. J.P. Medema (UvA) 
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1.  Board and organization 
 
Board 
 
Prof.dr. A. Berns, chairman 
Prof.dr. S. Rodenhuis 
Prof.dr. H.M. Pinedo 
Prof.dr. P. Postmus 
Prof.dr. C.E.E. Konings 
Pof.dr.  D.J. Richel 
 
 
Executive directors 
 
Prof.dr. G.A. Meijer, chairman 
Prof.dr. T.K. Sixma 
Prof.dr. J.P. Medema  
 
 

Founding institutes 
 
Free University Amsterdam (VU)/ VU Medical 
Center (VUmc) 
Administrative center 
Contact / secretariat: dr. P. Keblusek/ dr. E.M. 
Ruhé-Hoogervorst 
De Boelelaan 1117 
1081 HV Amsterdam 
phone : 020-4444054 
fax : 020-4442964 
email : p.keblusek@vumc.nl/ e.ruhe@vumc.nl 
 
University of  Amsterdam (UvA)/ Academic Medical 
Center (AMC)   
Contact / secretariat: dr. Y. Donselaar 
Meibergdreef 15 
1105 AZ  Amsterdam 
phone : 020-5668502 
fax : 020-5669165 
email : y.e.donselaar@amc.uva.nl 
 
Netherlands Cancer Institute. (NKI) 
Contact / secretariat: Ms. M. van der Velde 
Plesmanlaan 121 
1066 CX  Amsterdam 
phone : 020-5122015 
fax : 020-5122029 
email : m.vd.velde@nki.nl 
 
 
Faculty and staff 
 
The complete list of founding institutes’ faculty 
and staff involved in educational activities and 
research projects conducted by OOA is provide in 
Annex 1. 
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2.  General report 
 
Educational activities 
 
The core activity of OOA is training PhD students in 
conducting cancer research. For this purpose, OOA 
has developed a high-quality curriculum. In 2007, 
OOA organized various graduate training courses 
and also the Annual Graduate Student Retreat.  
 
All courses were evaluated by means of standard 
evaluation procedures. In this way, OOA carefully 
monitors the quality of its courses. Based on the 
outcome of these evaluations, the training 
programs are being improved continuously. 
 
A detailed description of all training courses 
offered in 2007 is provided in chapter 3 of this 
Annual Report. 
 
 
Research program 
 
Research projects at OOA’s institutes can be 
clustered under two main themes. The theme 
'Experimental biology' covers 'Oncogenesis' and 
'Tumor cell biology' as the main lines of research. 
The second main theme is 'Experimental clinical 
research' and covers 'Diagnosis of cancer' and 
'Prevention and therapy of cancer'. Chapter 4 
provides listings of all individual PhD projects 
conducted within these main themes. More 
detailed descriptions of these research programs 
and their output are provided in the annual reports 
of the founding institutes. 
 
 
Theme 1: Experimental biology 
 
The development of cancer is frequently 
associated with aberrations in cell signaling and 
signal transduction pathways. Transformation of a 
normal cell into a fully malignant cell requires 
multiple (sequential) genetic alterations affecting 
key genes controlling essential cellular pathways 
involved in cell division, proliferation, and 
apoptosis. Studying the genes and proteins 
involved in these pathways should result in a 
better understanding of the processes of 
tumorigenesis and tumor progression and should 
contribute to the development of novel diagnostic 
tools and better treatment strategies. 
 
By applying innovative research tools, novel 
components of the major cancer-relevant 
pathways may be discovered. Tools applied in 
research projects include high-throughput methods 
for genetic, epigenetic, transcriptomic and 
proteomic analyses. Examples are gain-of-function 

genetic screens with retroviral cDNA expression 
libraries, and loss-of-function genetic screens with 
RNA interference libraries. In addition, advanced 
mouse models have been developed for the genetic 
dissection of cancer.  
 
At the cellular level, processes like cell-cell 
communication, cell-cell adhesion, cell migration 
and proliferation are being studied. Metastasis, the 
spread of tumor cells to distant sites in the body, 
is the main cause of cancer lethality. The 
mechanisms of metastasis of lymphomas and 
carcinomas are being investigated in the research 
projects. 
 
The ‘viral oncogenesis projects’ focus the role of 
human papilloma viruses (HPVs) and Epstein-Barr 
virus (EBV) in the development of human cancers, 
like anogenital cancers (i.e. cervical cancer), head 
and neck cancer and lymphomas. Virus-induced 
oncogenesis is investigated using both in vitro 
models and clinically well-defined patient tumer 
samples. Viral and host markers are being tested in 
screening and clinical trials for their capability to 
assess the risk associated with the development of 
cancer. These markers have increased sensitivity 
and specificity compared to currently used 
methods. 
 
 
Theme 2: Experimental clinical 
research 
 
This theme focuses on the identification of new 
methods for the diagnosis, prognosis and 
individualized treatment of cancer. Early detection 
of cancer greatly increases the chance of a 
favorable outcome. 
The emerging and rapidly growing fields of 
molecular imaging and genomics provide new 
opportunities to study the unique biology of a 
specific malignant disease in an individual patient. 
Combining an integrated research approach with 
clinical data collection and evaluation allows for 
the development of highly valuable indicators for 
the diagnosis and prediction of disease outcome in 
the individual patient. In our research, modern 
state-of-the-art CT and MRI machines enable 
imaging of anatomical details with high precision. 
In addition, imaging techniques like SPECT, PET, 
PET-CT and MRI, provide non-invasive methods to 
obtain unique molecular and biological information 
at the tissue level in vivo. For the purpose of 
molecular imaging studies, novel reporter probes 
are being developed and evaluated in (pre)clinical 
studies. In addition, by using the (advanced) mouse 
models available at the OOA institutes, new 

General report - 15 



clinical strategies for molecular imaging are being 
developed. 
High-throughput tools are being applied to 
measure genetic variation and improve the criteria 
for disease classification. These tools include 
expression micro-arrays and CGH arrays for human 
and mouse studies. Quantitative mass 
spectrometry is being applied in the search for 
proteins capable of distinguishing between 
diseased and disease-free states with high 
sensitivity and specificity. The newly identified 
proteins may be used as specific cancer markers 
for routine non-invasive tests.   
 
Cancer therapy is another important focus within 
this theme. This program includes research lines 
focused on targeted therapy, both by medical and 
radiotherapeutic means.  Patient-tailored therapy 
should ensure that the benefits of a treatment are 
optimized and that patients who are unlikely to 
benefit, are spared the side-effects of treatment.  
The research projects include preclinical 
evaluation and clinical application of the new 
generation of molecular targeted therapies and 
anti-angiogenic agents against novel cellular 
targets in the tumor and its environment. The 
pharmacological optimization of conventional 
cytotoxic drugs is another line of research that is 
being studied.  
The theme “Experimental clinical research” also 
focuses on passage of the blood-brain barrier by 
drugs. Inadequate passage of the blood-brain 
barrier is generally considered a major cause of 
the lack of efficacy of systemic chemotherapy 
against intracranial malignancies. 
Yet another research line is focused on immune 
therapy. New immunotherapeutic approaches for 
the treatment of malignant disorders are being 
investigated. The impact of vaccination in the 
adjuvant and primary treatment settings is being 
explored.  
Projects focused on radiotherapy and surgery is 
directed at the clinical implementation and 
optimization of 4-dimensional, image-guided 
approaches to improve local disease control by 
radiation treatment and to reduce toxicity to 
normal tissue.  
In the gene therapy area, clinical trials are 
evaluating gene therapy in malignancy with the 
current focus on optimal targeting of tumors and 
improving viral vector efficacy. 
 
 
PhD projects and students  
 
Overall, 312 PhD projects were actively elaborated 
throughout 2007. A total number of 37 students 
obtained their PhD degree in 2007. The names of 
the PhD students at the three OOA institutes and 
the projects in which they participated are listed 
in chapter 4. Of all PhD projects, 18% was funded 
by the participating institutes themselves (primary 
funding ; ‘eerste geldstroom'); 20% was financed by 
public funds (secondary funding; 'tweede 
geldstroom') and 42% by private (including cancer 

charity) and industrial funds (tertiary/quaternary 
funding; 'derde / vierde geldstroom'). 
 
 
International visitors  
 
Training of PhD students can be stimulated and 
enhanced by having scientific interactions between 
students and foreign experts operating in the field 
of the students’ research projects. OOA is part of a 
large international network of cancer researchers 
and, therefore, international guests from other 
research institutes visit OOA’s institutes frequently 
to interact with OOA students and staff. 
Throughout 2007, we welcomed 83 international 
experts in various settings (Annex 2). 
 
 
Awards 
 
Several PhD students and staff of the OOA 
institutes won prestigious awards and honors – 
scientific or otherwise – in 2007. Chapter 5 
provides a listing of these awards and honors.  
 
 
Scientific publications 
 
Scientific output of OOA’s research efforts takes 
shape mainly as scientific papers published in the 
literature and PhD theses produced by PhD 
students at the end of their training. A total of 25 
students completed and defended their PhD thesis 
and obtained their PhD degree in 2007. Annex 3 
provides the complete list of PhD students who 
obtained their degree in 2007 with details of their 
theses and graduation.   
 
We are content with the scientific output of the 
three institutes participating in OOA. It was a 
productive year with important new findings and 
scientific publications that received wide 
recognition and were published in top scientific 
journals. Highlights were amongst others the 
results of an European study published in the New 
England Journal of Medicine by B. Slotman et al. 
showing that prophylactic cranial irradiation 
reduces the incidence of symptomatic brain 
metastases and prolongs disease-free and overall 
survival of patients with extensive small-cell lung 
cancer.  
The identification of a new gene, the FANCN-gene 
involved in childhood and familial breast cancer 
was published in Nature Genetics by the research 
group of H. Joenje.  
Another important finding was published by the 
research group of C. Meijer. They showed that the 
implementation of HPV DNA testing in cervical 
screening leads to earlier detection of CIN3+ 
lesions as compared with the conventional 
cytological testing. Earlier detection of such 
lesions could permit an extension of the screening 
interval. These results were published in the 
Lancet in 2007.  
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The group of van Leeuwen and Caron presented a 
large study on survivors of childhood cancer and 
reported a 75% incidence of health problems in this 
population. These studies have suggested to 
change the follow-up of cancer survivors and were 
presented at a JAMA press conference in New York 
as well as published in the prestigious JAMA in 
2007.  
The group of Reuven Agami used a novel genetic 
screening approach to select micro RNAs (miRNAs) 
that target any gene of interest.  This revealed 
that miR-221 promotes cancerous growth of 
glioblastomas by restricting the expression of the 
tumor suppressor p27. They also identified miR-372 
and miR-373 as miRNAs that stimulate cellular 
migration, invasion and metastasis of breast 
tumors and uncovered the the function of Dead 
End (DND1), a gene essential for germcell survival 
and protection from germ-cell cancer.  
Wilbert Zwart and Rob Michalides discovered a 
novel mechanism of resistance to anti-estrogens. 
They found that Protein kinase A-mediated 
phosphorylation of the Estrogen Receptor (ER ) 
alters the orientation of ER towards its cofactor in 
a transcription factor complex in such a way that 
transcription now does occur in the presence of 
the anti-estrogen tamoxifen.  
Sophia Bruggeman in the group of Van Lohuizen 
(Division of Molecular Genetics) demonstrated that 
the Polycomb gene Bmi1 is not only important for 
regulating normal neural stem cells but also 
controls tumorigenicity and cell migration of high-
grade glioma, a cancer harboring cancer stem 
cells.  
The Division of Radiotherapy reported on the 10-
year results of the randomized Boost Versus No 
Boost trial. A higher radiation dose (boost) led to a 
significant improvement of local control in all age 
groups and an excellent survival of 82%.  
Linn and collaborators have analyzed the RASTER 
study, in which the 70-gene expression prognosis-
prediction profile in breast cancer (Agendia 
Mammaprint (R)) was applied in community 
hospitals in the Netherlands. The novel test was 
clearly practice-changing..  
 
 A total of 1061 publications have been published 
(with participation) by researchers from the three 
institutes combined. Of these, 40 papers were 
published jointly by researchers from different 
participating institutes in OOA. Annex 4 provides 
the complete list of scientific publications in 2007.  
 
 
Facilities 
At the NKI, the complete renovation and 
conversion of the old hospital into state-of-the-art 
laboratories is nearly completed and the vast 
majority of the research groups will relocate to the 
renovated facilities. In addition, a number of 
research groups have been reassigned to existing or 
new divisions to match better with the work 
performed. 
At the AMC, the TRC lentiviral shRNA library has 
been introduced allowing for knockdown of the 
complete mouse and human genome. This library is 

maintained by the group of R. Versteeg, 
participant in the OOA and available for all 
oncology groups within the AMC. 
 
 
 
 

General report - 17 



 

18 – General report 



Oncology Graduate School Amsterdam   OOA 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

educational activities 



 



3.  Educational activities 
  
In line with its mission, i.e. providing graduate 
students education in oncology research, OOA 
organizes several advanced courses in the field of 
oncology annually. The educational program is drawn 
up by the Board of Directors based upon evaluations of 
previous courses, contemporary developments in 
cancer research, and educational needs expressed by 
PhD students as well as initiatives from the OOA 
faculty. OOA offers courses focused on a wide variety 
of topics. 
As a follow-up to the recommendations by the site 
visit committee in 2002, the number of clinically 
oriented courses has been increased since. 
 
In 2007, 7 courses and 3 Meet-the-Expert sessions 
were organized. Courses are usually restricted to 
about 15-20 graduate students to ensure optimal 
interaction between students and faculty. Courses are 
advertised on the OOA website and announced by e-
mail to the PhD students. 
Courses included lectures given by (inter)national 
experts, demonstrations and practical training. In 
addition, the Annual Graduate Student Retreat was 
organized again in 2007.  
 
Besides the specialized oncological courses metioned 
below, the graduate students followed several general 
courses such as courses on biostatistics and 
epidemiology, on laboratory animal technology and on 
writing and (poster)presentations techniques in 
scientific English. These courses were organized by 
the AMC, VUmc and NKI. 
 
 
Trends in Tumorimmunology 
Organization: Prof. dr. R Scheper 
  Dr. T. de Gruijl 
  Prof. dr. T. Schumacher 
  Prof. dr. J Haanen 
Date:  5 - 7 March  
Location: VUmc 
 
This 3-day course will highlight the newest insights in 
cancer immunotherapy. During three days the focus 
will be on recruitment and amplification of DC/T cell 
functions (discussed by dr T. Harding (CellGenesys), 
prof.dr. T. Schumacher (NKI), dr. J. de Vries (NCMLS) 
and dr. T. de Gruijl (VUmc)), development of novel 
antibody-based tumor-targeting strategies (discussed 
by Dr. G.  van Dongen (Vumc), Dr H. Hoogenboom 
(Ablynx), prof. dr. J. vd Winkel (GenMab) and dr W. 
Helfrich (RUG)), and ways to circumvent mechanisms 
of immunotolerance (discussed by dr F.vd Eertwegh 
(VUmc), dr. T. de Gruijl (VUmc), prof. dr. J. Haanen 
(NKI), prof. dr. Y. van Kooyk (VUmc) and dr. R. 
Offringa (LUMC)). 
 

A total of 14 students participated in the course. The 
overall evaluation rate was 7.9 (scale 1-10). 
 
 
The Microscopic, Macroscopic and 
Pathologic Anatomy of the Mouse 
Organization: Prof. dr. R van Noorden 
  Prof. dr. W Lamersl 
Date:  20 - 23 March  
Location: AMC 
 
Most biomedical PhD students perform animal 
experiments at some stage of their research career, 
but most students have never received practical 
instructions with respect to the anatomy, histology 
and pathological anatomy of experimental animals. 
For this reason, experimental animals are usually not 
subjected to a thorough and systematic inspection to 
assess whether, besides the local (expected) effects in 
the organ(s) under study, other organs are affected as 
well. 
This annual course aims at providing insight(s) into the 
anatomy and histology of the mouse, presently the 
most frequently used animal species in cancer 
research. In addition, the course focused on the 
recognition of pathological changes in the mouse. 
During the course each student dissected either a 
male or a female mouse, to become acquainted with 
the topographic anatomy of this species. The 
microscopy part of the course focused on studying the 
architecture of normal and pathologically altered 
mouse tissues. During the practical part, recognition 
of cell and tissue types, and changes in architecture 
of tissues as a result of pathological processes, were 
studied microscopically. 
In addition to standard staining techniques, functional 
staining techniques were demonstrated. This year the 
practical part of the microscopical anatomy has been 
done with computerized sections and computer 
assisted magnifications. 
 
Of the total number of 27 participants, 14 were PhD 
students of the OOA, 3 postdocs, 1 assistant professor, 
2 biotechnicians and 7 master oncology students. The 
overall evaluation rate was 7.9 (scale 1-10). 
 
 
Meet the Expert with Prof. dr. D. Neri 
Organization: Prof. dr. G van Dongen 
Time:  10 September 
Location: VUmc 
 
  
This session was focussed on an in depth discussion 
with prof. dr. D. Neri including questions and answers 
on the topic of the Keynote Lecture of September 10: 
" Vascular tumor targeting: About targets, ligands and 
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applications". Prof. Neri’s view on how to develop a 
successful line of research and scientific career was 
also discussed. The session was meant to give the 
students more insight into the personal motivation of 
the expert and his view on the development of the 
particular line of research. Articles were handed out 
and presented by the PhD students to trigger the 
discussion. 
Research activities of prof. dr. D. Nerio include the 
development of antibody-based therapeutic agents, 
the identification of vascular markers of pathology 
and the construction and use of DNA-encoded 
chemical libraries.  
Three of the products developed are currently being 
investigated in Clinical Trials.  Dario Neri is a co-
founder of Philogen (www.philogen.com) and 
Philochem (www.philochem.com). 
 
A total of 5 students participated in the course. The 
overall evaluation rate was 8.8 (scale 1-10). 
 
 
Annual Graduate Student Retreat 
Organization: Prof.dr. T. Sixma 
  M. Van der Velde  
  S. Boonen 
Time:  3 – 5 October 
Location: Texel 
 
A highlight of the educational program is the Annual 
Graduate Student Retreat.  This three-day retreat 
focuses entirely on research conducted by the 
graduate students themselves. At the retreat, 
students not only present their work as a poster in the 
first year of their participation and as an oral 
presentation in subsequent years, they are also in 
charge of chairing sessions, discussions. In recent 
years, students participated in peer review of 
presentations given by others in order to award the 
prize for the best poster and best presentation. In this 
manner, the retreat trains important skills in 
presentation and interaction but it also provides an 
overview of research conducted within OOA at an 
early stage of the student’s career, contributing 
significantly to the interaction between different 
groups. 
 
A total of 91students participated this retreat. The 
overall evaluation rate was 4.3 (scale 1-5). 
 
 
Microsatellite instability in colorectal 
cancer and Meet the Expert with Prof. 
dr. A. Duval and R. Secura 
 
Organization: Dr. B. Carvalho 
Time:  11 – 12 October 
Location: VUmc 
 
Genetic instability is a hallmark of cancer. As in other 
solid tumours, gastrointestinal tumours follow two 
main genetic instability pathways, namely 
chromosomal instability (CIN) and microsatellite 
instability (MSI). In this course we wanted to make an 
overview of what is known on MSI in gastric and 

colorectal cancer. For this purpose we assembled 
several experts in the area, who covered the subject 
in both hereditary and sporadic forms of colorectal 
cancer as well as in gastric cancer. 
The program started with Prof. Hein te Riele (NKI, 
Amsterdam, NL) who talked about his experience in 
trying to understand the mechanisms of MSI in 
hereditary colon cancer by the use of functional 
studies in embryonic stem cells. Next, Prof. Françoise 
Praz (INSERM, Paris, FR) talked about the regulation of 
mutated mRNA in MSI sporadic colorectal cancer by 
the regulatory mechanism Nonsense Mediated Decay 
(NMD). Also, in colorectal cancer, Prof. Richard 
Hamelin (INSERM, Paris, FR) approached the technical 
aspects of analysis of hMLH1 promoter 
hypermethylation in MSI tumours. In gastric cancer, 
Prof. Raquel Seruca (IPATIMUP, Porto, PT) discussed 
the MSI at the nuclear level as well as in 
mitochondria. Finally, Dr. Carla Oliveira (IPATIMUP, 
Porto, PT) talked about oncogenic point mutations 
occurring in MSI gastric cancer. 
 
The next day, students had the opportunity to 
thoroughly discuss two articles from literature with 
the experts: 
Beghelli S, de Manzoni G, Barbi S, Tomezzoli A, 
Roviello F, Di Gregorio C, Vindigni C, Bortesi L, Parisi 
A, Saragoni L, Scarpa A, Moore PS. Microsatellite 
instability in gastric cancer is associated with better 
prognosis in only stage II cancers. Surgery. 2006 
Mar;139(3):347-56. 
You KT, Li LS, Kim NG, Kang HJ, Koh KH, Chwae YJ, 
Kim KM, Kim YK, Park SM, Jang SK, Kim H. Selective 
Translational Repression of Truncated Proteins from 
Frameshift Mutation-Derived mRNAs in Tumors. PLoS 
Biol. 2007 May;5(5):e109. 
 
A total of 9 students participated this course. The 
overall evaluation rate was 7.9 (scale 1-10). 
 
 
Meet the Expert with Prof. dr. R.J. 
O’Reilly 
Organization: Dr. J. Janssen  
Time:  18 October 
Location: VUmc 
This session was focussed on an in depth discussion 
with prof. dr. R. O’Reilly including questions and 
answers on the topic of the Keynote Lecture: 
"Allogeneic hematopoietic cell transplants as a 
platform for cellular immunotherapies". The session 
was meant to give the students more insight into the 
personal motivation of the expert and his view on the 
development of the particular line of research.  
Prof. dr. R. O’Reilly performs his research at the 
Sloan-Kettering Cancer Institute New York, NY, USA. 
He is Chair of the Department of Pediatrics, Chief 
Pediatric Bone Marrow Transplant Service, and Chair 
in Pediatric Oncology His clinical expertise is Pediatric 
Oncology; Allogeneic and Autologous Bone Marrow and 
Peripheral Blood Stem Cell Transplantation; 
Congenital and Acquired Diseases of Hematopoiesis 
and Immunity 
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A total of 5 students participated this course. The 
overall evaluation rate was 7.3 scale 1-10). 
 
 
Predicting the outcome of Cancer 
Treatment 
Organization: Dr. A. Begg 
Time:  22 – 26 October 
Location: NKI 
 
Accurate prediction of outcome to current cancer 
therapies, and to new therapies now being developed, 
would represent an important step forward. It would 
allow the doctor to choose the most effective 
treatment for each individual. It would also allow 
ineffective (and potentially toxic) treatments to be 
avoided. The development of a variety of powerful 
techniques having the ability to monitor large 
numbers of genes or proteins concurrently opens the 
possibility to pinpoint which pathways are deregulated 
in individual tumors. This can in turn indicate how a 
tumor will respond to a particular treatment. It can 
also indicate which pathways would provide the most 
effective target for therapy. In addition, more and 
more drugs are being discovered or designed which 
target particular molecular pathways. The 
combination of better prediction with increased 
choice of pathway-specific drugs is therefore the 
future for more individualized, effective therapy. This 
course covered the current status and future potential 
of accurate outcome prediction. It focused on who 
will benefit from particular treatments and 
summarized current knowledge of causes of failure 
after radiotherapy, chemotherapy (including 
“molecular targeted” drugs) and their combination. In 
addition to covering the biology of treatment 
resistance, the performance of several current 
genome wide assays used for predicting response were 
discussed. The present and future technical and 
clinical status of these assays were also be discussed. 
This one-week interactive course consisted of lectures 
from invited experts with subsequent discussions 
between the participants and these experts. 
 
A total of 16 students participated this course. The 
overall evaluation rate was 8.4 (scale 1-10). 
 
Technology transfer: How to protect 
and utilise your scientific discovery 
Organization: Dr. H. Kaptein 
  Dr. A Speksnijder 
  Prof. dr. TK Sixma 
Time:  19 November 
Location: NKI 
 
The Technology Transfer course was organized In 
collaboration with the Cancer Genomics Centre (CGC) 
The CGC is a joint center of the NKI, Erasmus MC, 
Hubrecht Laboratory Utrecht and the UMC Utrecht.  A 
major aspect of research nowadays is the link of 
scientific results and the society (communication and 
valorisation). Appliance of patents, spin off companies 
and collaboration with existing companies are major 
issues. This course is focussed on these aspects, and 

will make young investigators more aware of 
valorisation. 
 
A total of 23 students participated this course. The 
overall evaluation rate was 4.1 (scale 1-5). 
 
 
Molecular biology and its diagnostic 
implications for clinicians 
Organization: Dr. D. Heidemans 
  Dr. E. Thunnissen 
  Prof. dr. P. Snijders 
Time:  20 December 
Location: VUmc 
 
Advances in molecular biology have enhanced our 
understanding of the primary defects and basic 
molecular mechanisms responsible for the 
pathogenesis of cancer. In addition, it made available 
new techniques for cancer diagnosis and/or therapy 
selection. In this course, we will discuss a variety of 
molecular diagnostic assays with focus on 
understanding the construction and elements on which 
they are built. This course aimed to gain knowledge 
on present and coming methods for molecular 
diagnostics and its clinical implications through 
lectures by experts in the field. The course was 
especially suitable and focussed on clinical fellows 
and medical PhD students. After introductory lectures 
on molecular biology and the techniques used in 
molecular diagnostics, a series of lectures highlighted 
a specific molecular assay and its use in the clinical 
setting. 
A student who met the objectives of the course will 
be able to: 

• Describe techniques used in molecular 
diagnostics such as PCR, real time PCR, 
sequencing, micro-arrays, separation 
technologies, hybridization techniques, etc.  

• Summarize current and future technologies 
for molecular diagnostics of cancer 

• Explain the molecular basis why a certain 
molecular diagnostic assay can be used to 
solve a clinical problem  

• Identify weaknesses and limitations of 
techniques used in molecular diagnostics  

• Describe how molecular diagnostics is 
enhancing diagnosis and treatment of cancer  

• Select suitable molecular tool depending on 
methodology and biomedical problem  

 
A total of 23 students participated this course. The 
overall evaluation rate was 7.6 (scale 1-10). 
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4. PhD research program  
 
This chapter describes the PhD projects conducted within the two main themes of the OOA research programs, 
with the names of the PhD students involved and their supervisor(s). Graduate students who obtained their PhD 
degree in 2007 are marked by means of an asterisk added to their name. 
 
Funding 
1 Financed by OOA institute (“eerste geldstroom”) 
2 Financed by public funds (“tweede geldstroom”) 
3-4 Financed by private funds (“derde / vierde geldstroom”) 
 
 
Theme 1 Experimental Biology 
 
     
Name Title of the project Supervisor(s) Start Funding 

 
Cell Biology (NKI) 
 

J.I. van den Bout The role of α3β1 integrin in the development and 
pathofysiology of the glomeralus 

Sonnenberg 2000 3 

S. Ellenbroek Tiam1/Rac signaling and wnt/beta-catenin-induced 
tumorigenicity 

Collard 2004 3 

Q. le Duc The role of actomyosin contraction in the down-
regulation of E-cadherin mediated cell adhesion  

De Rooij 2007 3 

A. Hajdo-
Milasinovic 

Ras en Rho signaling networks and epithelial-
mesenchymal transition 

Collard 2001 3 

E. Frijns Controlling hemidesomosome dynamics by 
phosphorylation of residues on the integrin beta4 

Sonnenberg 2007 4 

S. Huveneers Cooperation between the SRC oncogene and integrin  
αvβ3 in oncogenic transformations of epithelial cells 

Danen 2003 3 

M. Ketema Analysis of the function of a novel nuclear envolope 
protein, nesprin 3 in anchoring the nucleus to the 
intermediate filament system 

Sonnenberg 2005 2 

C. Margadant Generation of a mouse model for EBS-MD Sonnenberg 2006 4 

J. Meijer Role of the chemokine SDF-1 and its receptor CXCR4 in 
carcinoma and melanoma metastasis 

Roos 2003 3 

S. Mertens Initiation and progression of lymphomas and skin 
carcinogenesis in Tiam1 mutant mice 

Collard 2001 3 

T. Rygiel Function based screening for genes involved in invasion of 
epithelial tumor cells 

Collard 2002 3 

N. Sachs Function of integrin-CD151 complexes in tumor cell 
invasion and metastasis 

Sonnenberg 2004 3 

D. Visser TRPM7: a novel regulator of cytoskeletal tension: 
implications for cancer progression, invasion and 
metastasis 

Moolenaar 2007 3 

 
Cellular Biochemistry (NKI) 
 

H. Albers Modulation of antitoxin activity by small molecules Ovaa 2007 2 
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Name Title of the project Supervisor(s) Start Funding 

C. Berkers Chemistry-based functional proteomics, new tools for 
cancer biology 

Oova 2004 1 

F. Frederiks The role of histone methylation in the regulation of gene 
expression 

van Leeuwen 2004 4 

R. Hoppes MHC synthesis Ovaa 2007 2 

A. Houben Autotaxin, a cecreted lyso PLD: role in tumor progression Moolenaar 2006 3 

A. Los* Role of diacylglycerol kinases in cell cycle progression 
and cytoskeletal organisation 

van Blitterswijk/ 
Moolenaar 

2000 3 

L. van Meeteren* LPA receptors: signaling,migration and proliferation Moolenaar 2001 3 

B. Ponsioen LPA receptor signaling Moolenaar 2003 3 

K. Verzijlbergen The role of histone methylation in gene silencing and 
transcriptional memory 

van Leeuwen 2005 2 

L. van Zeijl Cell-cell connexin signalling: suppression of cell 
transformation 

Moolenaar 2000 3 

 
Immunology (NKI) 
 

S. Ariotti Introvital imaging of epidermal imunne phenomene in 
virus infections and DNA tattooing 

Schumacher 2007 1 

A.H. Bakker Analysis and manipulation of tumor specific T cell 
immunity 

Schumacher 2002 2 

A.D. Bins* Melanoma-specific Tcell immunity in advanced-stage 
melanoma patients  

Borst 2001 1 

M. Coccoris Dissecting virus-specific cytotoxic T cell immunity Kruisbeek 2000 2 

C. Gerlach Cellular barcoding and dissection of T cell differentiation Schumacher 2005 1 

M. Heideman Role of translesion DNA synthesis in Immunity and Cancer 
Development 

Borst 2005 2 

J. van Heijst Tracing lineage relationships by cellular barcoding Schumacher 2004 3 

A. Jorritsma Analysis of vaccine-induced melanoma specific T-cell 
immunity: a combined human + mouse study 

Haanen 2002 3 

A.M. Keller Cellular and molecular basis of effector and memory T 
cell responses 

Borst 2002 1 

P. Krijger The role of post replication repair in lymphoma 
development an somatic hypermutation 

Jacobs 2006 2 

P. Langerak Complementation tagging and lymphocyte development Borst 2003 4 

C. Maas Apoptosis signalling of BH3-only protein Bid, mechanisms 
of action and modes 

Borst 2004 3 

K. Oosterhuis Treatment of HPB positive penicle and cervical cancer by 
introduction of NPV7 special TCI 

Schumacher 2006 2 

V. Peperzak The role of CD27/CD70-retulated cell survival in shaping 
effector and memory T cell responses 

Borst 2004 2 

E. Veraar TNF ligands in cancer: CD70 Borst 2006 4 

I. Verbrugge Tumor therapy with ionizing radiation and death ligand 
Trail efficacy and key mol. determinants 

Borst/ Verheij 2004 3 

M. Witte Induction of T-cell immunity through adoptive transfer of 
T cell receptors 

Borst 2003 2 
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Name Title of the project Supervisor(s) Start Funding 

 
Molecular Biology (NKI) 
 

M. Aarts High-throughput gene modification by single-stranded 
DNA oligonucleotides 

Te Riele 2004 4 

S. Bakker Significance of the Fanconi Anemia caretaker pathway in 
development and treatment of cancer 

Te Riele 2007 2 

J. van Bemmel Multi-gene chromatin domains Te Riele 2007 2 

R. Drost Therapy responses of BRCA-mutated tumors and role of 
PALB2 in mammary tumorigenesis 

Jonkers 2005 3 

B. Evers Mammary tumorigenesis in conditional tumor suppressor 
gene knockout mice 

Berns 2003 2 

P.-A. Genest* Function of a new modified base in DNA,  β-D-glucosy- 
hydroxymethyluracil (J) and its interaction with proteins 

Borst 2001 2 

T. van Harn Role of the G2 restriction point in tumor development 
and behaviour 

Te Riele 2007 2 

H. Holstege The role of BRCA1 and BRCA2 loss-of-function in breast 
cancer 

Berns 2002 3 

T. Vormer The identification of oncogenic events collaborating with 
loss of function of the retinoblastoma gene family in 
tumor development and progression 

Te Riele 2003 3 

C. Klijn Disscection of the role of E-caherin loss-of-function in 
breast cancer development and metastasis 

Jonkers 2007 2 

M. Vollebergh Predicting therapy responses in breast and lung cancer Rodenhuis 2007 3 

E. Wielders Subtle gene modification to study the role of the 
mismatch repair complex Msh2/Msh5 in mutation avoid 

Te Riele 2004 3 

R. van Leuken Roles of human Cyclin-dependent kinase subunits HsCks1 
and HsCks2 in mitotic progress 

Bernards 2003 3 

Z.-J. Yu Function of a new modified base in DNA,  β-D-glucosy- 
hydroxymethyluracil (J) and its interaction with proteins 

Borst 2001 2 

W. van Zon Control of Mitosis by regulated protein destruction Wolthuis 2004 1 

S. Zanders Mechanisms of chemotherapy resistance of spontaneous 
mammary tumors in genetically-engineerd mouse models 

Te Riele 2007 2 

 
Molecular Carcinogenesis (NKI) 
 

M. Epping Molecular basis of anti-cancer activity of HDAC inhibitors Bernards 2002 4 

A. Fabius Molecular barcode screens to identify genetic interactions 
with protein kinases in mammalian cells 

Beijersbergen 2004 3 

A.C. Faesen 3D repertoire Sixma 2005 2 

E. Geutjes The role of deubiquitinting enzymes in apoptotic 
signalling pathways 

Bernards 2006 2 

P. Knipscheer* Crystal structure determination of the components of an 
E2/E3 ligase ubiquitination system involved in cell cycle 
control 

Sixma 1999 2 

R. Kortlever Senescencerescue screens  Bernards 2002 1 

H.J. Kuiken HCD/HT using RNAi technology Bernards 2005 4 

J. Mullenders High throughput functional screens for stable loss-of-
function phenotypes 

Bernards 2003 3 
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Name Title of the project Supervisor(s) Start Funding 

F. Mattiroli Structural and functional analysis of a novel E3 ubiquitin 
ligase consisting of the pcp’s BMI1 and ING1B 

Sixma 2006 3 

J. Nijwening Development & application of shRNA in cell based 
screening technologies 

Bernards 2005 4 

K. Repanas* Function structure studies of components of the lines 
retroposition machinery 

Perrakis 2001 2 

A. Reumer LI & Alu elements: Structural and functional analysis of 
human non-LTR retrotransposons 

Sixma 2005 2 

J.J. Smit Ubiquitin conjugation Sixma 2007 4 

M. Vargas Structural analysis of the mechanism of ubiquitin 
conjugation 

Sixma 2004 2 

 
Molecular Genetics (NKI) 
 

A. Alendar Identificaiton of the PIM regulatory network by micro 
array analysis and high through put retroviral tagging 

Berns 2002 3 

E. Boutsma Functional analysis of BMI-ring finger interacting proteins 
and application of microarray technology to identify BMI-
1 response genes 

Bernards 2000 3 

U. Braunschweig Genome-wide analysis of chromatin structure van Lohuizen 2005 2 

S. Bruggeman Characterisation of oncogenic potential and mechanism 
of gene repression of TBX2 

van Lohuizen 2003 3 

T.Geiger Oncogenic function of human DRIL1 Berns 2003 3 

J. Kaplon The relationship between cell metabolism, sencescence 
and cancer 

Peeper 2007 2 

T. Kuilman Novel functional genomic screens to identify pathways 
that protect mouse & human cells against oncogenic 
transformation by mutant RAS 

Berns 2003 2 

C. Michaloglou Senescence-like replicative arrest in melanocytic naevi: a 
melanoma-suppressive mechanism? 

Peeper 2003 1 

E.H.M. van 
Montfort 

Development of a mouse model to study the genetic basis 
of malignant mesothelioma 

Berns 2000 3 

M. Peuscher Novel factors involved in chromosome protection by 
telomeres 

Berns 2007 3 

M. Smit The role of the neurotrophic tyrosine kinase receptor Berns 2005 3 

P. Taghavi Functional analysis of MBI1-ring finger interacting 
proteins and application of microarray technology to 
identify BMI1-responsive genes 

van Lohuizen 2000 3 

V. Theodorou* Cloning of novel mammary tumor progression and 
metastasis genes 

Hilkens 2001 2 

J. van der Torre Novel factors involved in chromosome end protection by 
telomeres 

Berns 2006 3 

Y. van der 
Velden 

The role of lkB1 in tissue morphogenesis and cancer 
zebrafish 

Haramis 2006 2 

J. Vissers Regulation of histone H2A monoubiquitination by Ring 
1b/Bmi1 and USP3 in DNA damage respons 

van Lohuizen 2006 4 

L. Vredeveld The role and mechanism of escape from Ras induced 
senescence in oncogenesis 

Peeper 2002 3 
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Tumor Biology (NKI) 
 

J. Drost Identification and characterization of human tumor 
suppressor genes in the p53 pathway 

Agami 2005 3 

J. van Duijse Genome wide screens for DNA-damage check point in 
human cells 

Agami 2005 4 

A. Duursma Activated proteolosis in response to DNA damage Agami 2001 1 

D. Engelsma Synthetic transport signals to predict and regulate 
nucleocytoplasmic transport 

Fornerod 2002 1 

J. Hendriksen Role of the nuclear pore complex in β-type catenin 
nuclear signalling 

Fornerod 2001 2 

T. van den 
Hoorn 

Defining the MHC class II microdomain to understand 
immune responses 

Neefjes 2004 3 

D. Houben Pathways of antigen presentation by CD1 a,b and c Peters 2006 2 

M. Jongsma Manipulating the MHC class II system to control immune 
responses in auto immunity 

Neefjes 2007 2 

B. Kalverda The role of RamBP3 in beta cetenin dependent nuclear 
signaling and oncogenesis 

Fornerod 2004 3 

R. van der Kant Manipulating the MHC class II system to control immune 
responses in auto immunity 

Neefjes 2007 2 

M. Kedde Studying tumorigenesi using RNAi Neefjes 2003 3 

M. van 
Kouwenhove 

Role of miRNA genes in etiology of germ cell tumors and 
derived malignant tumors 

Agami 2007 2 

R. Nagel Genome wide search for DNA damage checkpoint 
functions in humans 

Neefjes 2005 4 

J. Neijssen Peptidases and improving the MHC class I response Neefjes 2002 2/1 

B. Pang Manipulation of phagosomal pathways Neefjes 2006 2 

P. Paul Drugs for therapy Neefjes 2006 2 

J. Pierson EG immunoprion immunological and structural studies of 
prion diversities 

Peters 2006 4 

N. Rocha Structure elucidation of cord7 and complexe Neefjes 2001 1 

C. le Sage Activated proteolysis, a novel rapid resopnse to DNA 
damage 

Agami 2002 2 

I. Salomon Microban Neefjes 2005 4 

Y. Souwer The role of HLA-DO and HLA-DM in effective MHC class II 
mediated immune activation 

van Ham/ Neefjes 2001 2 

A. Zwaagstra Identification of novel mammary tumor progressions 
genes 

Hilkens 2005 3 

W. Zwart Molecular basis of resistance to anti-estrogens Michalides 2003 1 

 
Clinical Genetics (VUmc)  
 

N. Ameziane 
 

Role of Fanconi anemia genes in familial and sporadic 
breast cancer 

Joenje/Pals 2004 2  

S. Bakker The Achillesheel of tumours with the Fanconi anemia 
phenotype 

Joenje/te Riele 2005 1 

C.J. Dommering Retinoblastoom en erfelijkheid Meijers 2006 1 
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P. van der Lelij The role of sister chromatid cohesion in the maintenance 
of genetic stability 

Joenje / de 
Winter 

2006 1 

 
Medical Oncology (VUmc) 
 

B.G. Molenkamp Immunomodulation of the melanoma sentinel lymph node de Gruijl 2004  3 

J.J. Lindenberg Adenovirus-based and CD40-targeted in vivo tumor 
vaccination 

de Gruijl 2006  2 

 
Molecular Cellbiology and Immunology (VUmc) 
 

E.M. van Beek SIRP-alpha-CD47 interactions in viral and tumor immunity van den Berg 2003  1 

G. van der Bij Role of macrophages in peritoneal and liver metastasis van Egmond / 
Beelen 

2003 1 

 
Obstetrics and Gynaecology (VUmc) 
 

B. Hermsen Risk assessment and preventive measures in women at 
high risk of developing breast and ovarian cancer 

von Mensdorff-
Pouilly / 
Kenemans 

2002 4 
 

M.E. Nowee Oncogenic factors in ovarian and tubal carcinoma Verheijen 2002 4 

 
Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery and Pathology (VUmc) 
 

J.F. Bremmer Diagnosis and therapy of genetically altered mucosal 
lesions in the oral cavity and oropharynx 

van der Waal / 
Brakenhoff 

2002 1 

P.K.E. Börjesson Detection and therapy of head and neck cancer with 
radiolabeled anti-CD44v6 monoclonal antibodies 

van Dongen /  
de Bree 

2000   1 

A.P. Graveland Molecular diagnostis of head and neck squamous cell 
carcinoma (HNSCC) 

Brakenhoff 2005 3 

S.R. de Kemp Functional characterization of stem cells and signal 
transduction pathways in head and neck squamous cell 
carcinoma 

Braakhuis / 
Brakenhoff 

2007 1 

M. Moreno Study of MUC1 as a target for the immunotherapy of 
patients with breast and ovarian carcinomas 

Von Mensdorff-
Pouilly / Scheper 

2004 1 

S. Smeets Multi-step head and neck cancinogenesis Brakenhoff 2003 1 

B.M. Schaaij-
Visser 

A quantitative proteone progression model for squamous 
cell cancer 

Brakenhoff 2004 4 

H.J.T. van 
Zeeburg 

Innovative therapies of precancerous lesions in the oral 
cavity and oropharynx 

Brakenhoff 2004 1 

 
Pathology (VUmc) 
 

M. Bierkens Genetic profiling of CIN 3 lesions diagnosed in the 
subsequent screening round following screening by HPV 
testing and cytology 

Snijders / 
Steenbergen 

2007 1 

L.J.W. Bosch Methylation for Early Coloractal Cancer Detection Meijer  2005 4 

N.W.J. Bulkman HPV-BOB Snijders / Meijer 2001 2 

S.A.G.M. 
Cillessen 

Functional analysis of apoptosis signaling pathways in B-
cell lymphomas 

Oudejans / Meijer 2003 3 

J. van Galen Polycomb expression in normal human lymphocyte 
development 

Meijer / Oudejans 2002 4 
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A. Hardebol Functional characterization of chromosome 20q amplified 
genes suitable for CRC screening 

Meijer  2005 4 

F.E. Henken Defining the essential molecular pathways involved in 
cervical carcinogenesis 

Snijders 2005 1 

A.T. Hesselink HPV quantification in cervical smears: consequences for 
screening and management of women with equivocal 
cervical smears 

Snijders / Meijer 2002 1 

E.K. Hoebe Role of soluble BARF1 oncoprotein in Epstein-Barr virus 
driven carcinogenesis and its functional inhibition by 
antibodies 

Middeldorp 2007 3 

P.A.J. Krijnen Epstein-Barr virus LMP1,2 specific immunoreactivity and 
immunotherapy in Hodgkin's Disease 

Middeldorp 2005  3 

R.M. Overmeer TSLC1 silencing, a marker for risk assessment of cervical 
cancer 

Meijer 2005 3 

E. Reinen Genetic profiling for risk assessment of preneoplastic 
endobronchial lesions 

Snijders / Smit 2007 3 

D. Rijkaart Stratifying high-risk HPV positive women for risk of CIN 3 
and cervical carcinoma by HPV transcript analysis 

Snijders / Meijer 2006 3 

A. Turksma Towards adjuvant immunotherapy for squamous cell 
carcinoma 

Hooijberg / Meijer 
/ Leemans 

2007 3 

R. van de Ven ABC Transporters in dendritic cell function Scheffer /  
de Gruijl 

2003  3 

J. de Wilde Cervical carcinogenesis: unraveling of the multistep 
pathways using well-defined clinical material and in vitro 
cell culture model systems 

Snijders / 
Steenbergen 

2002 1 

M. de Wit Molecular imaging of colorectal cancer Meijer / Fijneman 2006 4 

 
Urology (Vumc) 
 

A. Mol New experimental markers for early detection of high-risk 
prostate cancer 

Van Moorselaar / 
Geldoff 

2006 3 

 
Cell Biology & Histology (AMC-UvA) 
 

J.M.E.D.Gillis When protein degradation fails Reits/ van 
Noorden 

2005 2 

H.A.G. Krol Role of peptidases in polyglutamine disorders Reits/ van 
Noorden 

2004 1 

P. Krawczyk Double strands DNA breaks and their repair Aten/ van 
Noorden 

2003 3 

 
Center for Experimental Molecular Medicine  (AMC-UvA) 
 

S.A. Bleumink Morphostasis of the adult gastrointestinal tract Peppelenbosch/ 
van Deventer 

2002 1 

T. Borovski Chromosomal aberrations and cancer stem cells Medema 2006 3 

H. Braat Innovative feedingintervention in patients with chronical 
inflammation 

van Deventer 1999 3 

S.H. Diks Tissue factor-dependent signalling van Deventer 1999 2 

F.F. van 
Doormaal 

The association between hemostasis and cancer Buller/ Richel 2006 1 

K. Kemper The role of cancer stem cells in tumorigenesis and 
metastatis in colon cancer 

Medema 2006 1 

PhD research program - 33 



L. Kodach* Early detection of colorectal cancer using proteomic 
technology 

van Deventer 2003 3 

A.M. Rygiel Follow-up study of a cohort of Barrett’s oesophagus 
patients by brush cytology and fish 

van Deventer 2003 2 

J.B. Tuynman A phase II study on the effects of celecoxib on several 
pharmacodynamic endpoints, including activity of the 
Wnt/b-catenin pathway, apoptosis, proliferation, and 
angiogenesis in sporadic colerectal polyps and colorectal 
cancer in human 

Richel/ van 
Deventer 

2002 3 

l. Vermeulen Wnt signalling and cancer stem cells Medema 2006 2 

G.Hardenberg The role of APRIL and its receptors in tumour growth and 
immune regulation 

Medema 2003 3 

F.B. Mullauer Inventory of the anti-cancer efficacy of the plant-derived 
compound Betulinic acid and the clarification of the 
mechanisms underlying its induction of tumor-specific 
apoptosis 

Medema 2005 3 

 
Clinical chemistry  (AMC-UvA) 
 

O.G. Besancon Preclinical screening of drug combinations for 
neuroblastoma 

Kuilenburg 2008 3 

 
Gastroenterology & Hepatology (AMC-UvA) 
 

N. van Til* Development of a method for hepatocyt transplantationa 
nd repopulation 

Oude Elferink 2001 1 

F. Milano* Developing novel strategies for treating oesophageal 
cancer: dendritic cells immunotherapy 

Krishnadath 2003 3 

 
Human Genetics (AMC-UvA) 
 

A.C.J. 
Ammerlaan 

Genetic profiling of gliomas and their recurrences for 
improvement of diagnosis and prognosis 

Hulsebos / 
Versteeg 

2002 3 

J. Bunt The role of OTX2 in medulloblastoma Versteeg/ Kool 2005 1 

H.J. Gierman The human genome: understanding functional nuclear 
organisation from landmarks in the human transcriptome 

Versteeg 2003 1 

T. van Groningen The role of Notch signalling in Neuroblastoma Versteeg 2008 2 

A. Koppen Gene silencing by Myc-oncogenes Versteeg 2001 3 

I.M. Revet The role of the MEIS homeobox genes in neuroblastoma 
pathogenesis 

Versteeg 2003 3 

 
Pathology (AMC-UvA) 
 

D. Gorter
  

Functional and molecular analysis of HGF/Met signaling in 
germinal center B cells and B cell neoplasia 

Pals 2000 
 

3 

R. Groen* Heparan sulfate proteoglycans and HGF activator in 
HGF/MeT-signaling and lymphomagenesis 

Pals/ 
Spaargaren 

2003 2 

R.M. Reijmers* The role of heparan sulphate proteoglycans in B cells and 
multiple myeloma 

Pals/ Spaargaren 2003 2 
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Theme 2: Experimental Clinical Research 
 
 
Name Title of the project Supervisor(s) Start Funding 

 
Clinical Oncology (NKI) 
 

S. Mook Prognostic profiling in breast cancer Van ‘t Veer 2006 2 
 
Experimental therapy (NKI) 
 

J. Hannemann Micro array analysis of breast cancer as a diagnostic tool 
to guide optimal treatment 

van de Vijver 2002 3 

A.E. van 
Herwaarden* 

Generation and validation of cytochrome 450 3A k-o and 
transgenic mice as tools for improved  DDR 

Schinkel 2001 3 

H. Horlings Genetic classification of breast cancer van de Vijver 2006 2 

M. Joerger* Pharmacogenetics in solid tumor patients Schellens/Beijnen 2003 3 

M. de Jong Prediction of local control after radiotherapy in head 
and neck cancer 

Begg 2007 3 

S. Joosse Specific chromosomal imbalance in breast carcinomas 
as a marker for breast cancer susceptibility 

Nederlof 2007 3 

M. Kok Molecular prediction of therapy outcome in breast 
cancer 

Van 't Veer 2004 4 

J. Lagas Impact of the multidrug transporters p-glycoprot., MRP2 
and BCRP on the behaviour of anti-cancer drugs 

Schinkel 2004 4 

S. Neijenhuis Determinants of radiosensitivity Begg 2003 3 

R. Oostendorp Preclinical and clinical pharmacology of oral drugs Schellens/Beijnen 2004 4 

D. Peric-Hupkes Chromatin Profiling of Human gene silencing complexes van Lohuizen 2004 3 

J. Prama Gene expression profiling to predict outcome after 
chemoradiation in head and neck cancer 

Begg 2005 3 

E. van der Steeg The impact of OATP drug carriers on in vivo 
pharmacology toxicology & physiology 

Beijnen 2004 4 

S. Veltkamp Clinical Pharmacology of oral gemcitabine and other 
(oral) anti-cancer agents 

Schellens/Beijnen 2003 4 

C. Vermeulen Determinants of radiosensitivity Begg 2002 3 

M. Vlaming Compound Mrp2 (Abcc2) and other drug transporter 
knockout mice to study determinants … 

Schinkel 2003 3 

M. Vogel Functional Genomics of Gene Regulation by 
heterochromatin proteins 

van Steensel 2002 3 

A. Vrieling The  IGF system in breast and colorectal carcinogenesis: 
dietary intervention and mol. studies 

van Leeuwen 2002 3 

R. van 
Waterschoot 

Generation and validation of cytochrome P450 3A 
knockout and transgenic mice as tools for... 

Beijnen 2005 2 

E. de Wit* Bioinformatics of transcription regulation 
 
 
 

van Steensel 2003 1 
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Medical Oncology (NKI) 
 

D. Boss Clinical pharmacology of anticancer drugs Schellens 2005 4 

J. Bueno de 
Mesquita 

Predictive and prognostic factors in breast cancer Linn/v.d. Vijver 2003 4 

M. Deenen Clinical pharmacology and pharmacogenetics of 
fluoropyrimidine anti-cancer agents 

Schellens/Beijnen 2006 4 

E. de Jongh Effectivity anti-cancer therapy Schellens 2007 4 

R. Keizer Population pharmacokinetics and pharmacodynamics of 
investigational anti-cancer agents 

Schellens/Beijnen 2006 4 

R. Koornstra Predicting hormonal treatment sensitivity in breast 
cancer 

Linn 2007 4 

 
Pharmacy and Pharmacology (NKI) 
 

E. Brouwers Bioanalyse van metalen (i.h.b. Platina) in biologische 
matrices m.b.v. ICP-MS 

Beijnen 2003 4 

C. Ekhart Genotyping as tool for dose individualization in high-
dose chemotherapy 

Huitema 2006 3 

J. Engwegen Clinical proteomics Beijnen 2003 4 

M.C. Gast Proteomics in Oncology Beijnen 2003 4 

M. Klous Pharmaceutical development of diacenylmorphine 
formulations 

Beijnen 2001 4 

S. Koolen Oral administration of anti-cancer agents Schellens/ Beijnen 2006 4 

S. van der Schoot Pharmaceutical development of anti cancer agents Beijnen 2002 1 

L. Tran High-dose 121l-labelled rituximab in the treatment of 
non-Hodgkin lymphomas 

Beijnen 2006 4 

A. Zandvliet Population pharmacokinetics & pharmacodynamics of 
investigational anticancer drugs 

Beijnen 2003 4 

 
Psychosocial Research and Epidemiology (NKI) 
 

S. v.d. Belt-
Dusebout 

Risk of second malignancy and cardiovascular disease 
after treatment for testicular cancer 

van Leeuwen 2003 3 

K. Douma Long-term pychosocial impact of genetic testing among 
familial adenomatous polyposis families 

Aaronson 2004 3 

M. Hooning Long term risk of second cancers following treatment of 
Hodgkin’s disease, testicular cancer and breast cancer  

van Leeuwen 2000 3 

C. Lammens LFS-VHI-study -> Psychosocial aspects of genetic testing 
in families at high risk of multiple tumors 

Aaronson 2005 3 

V. Retèl Constructive technology assessment in an early stage of 
clinical implementation of microarray testing for node-
negative breast cancer patients 

van Harten 2006 4 

A. van Rosmalen The role of early life-style factors in the etiology of 
breast cancer 

Rookus 2001 4 

C. Schilder Assessment of neuropsych. sequelae of tamoxifen & 
exemestane in postmenopausal women with EBC 

van Dam/ 
Schagen 

2003 4 

J. Verloop 
 

Physical activity and breast cancer risk Van Leeuwen 1997 3 
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Radiotherapy (NKI) 
 

G. Borst Optimization of conformal radiation therapy of non-
small cell lung cancer by advanced 3-D planning 

Lebesque 2003 3 

L. McDermottt* Dose verification and dose optimization of radiotherapy 
using portal imaging 

Mijnheer/ 
van Herk 

2001 1 

M. Smitsmans On-line tomographic guidance for RT of the prostate Bartelink 2003 4 

S. Vink* Improvement of tumor response by combined modality 
treatment: a translational approach 

Verheij 2001 3 

J. Wolthaus Optimization of conformal RT of nonsmall cell lung 
cancer by advanced 3-D planning 

Bartelink 2003 3 

 
Gastroenterology (VUmc) 
 

F.A. Oort Colorectal polyps and cancer in Amsterdam Mulder / Craanen 2007 4 

J.S. Terhaar sive 
Droste 

Colorectal polyps and cancer in Amsterdam Craanen 2005 3 

J.M.W. van de 
Water 

Predicting T-cell lymphoma development in refractory 
coeliac disease patients by profiling of apoptosis 
pathways in intestinal T-lymphocytes 

Mulder / Meijer 2007 1 

 
Obstretics and Gynaecology (Vumc) 
 

E.M. Davelaar Serum tumrour markers in cervical carcinoma Verstraeten 2004   2 

M. Verbruggen Clinical and molecular aspects of borderline ovarian 
tumours 

Dorsman 2002 1 

 
Hematology (VUmc) 
 

C. Hess The nature of minimal residual disease in acute myeloid 
leukemia 

Schuurhuis / 
Ossenkoppele 

2002 3 

M. Terwijn Detection of residual leukemic stem cells during 
minimal residual disease in AML 

Schuurhuis / 
Ossenkoppele 

2006 3 

W. van den Ancker Optimizing strategies in dendritic cell vaccination in 
myeloid leukaemia 

v.d. Loosdrecht / 
Ossenkoppele 

2006 1 

M. van Luijn Regulation of MHC class-II in acute myeloid leukemia 
and its impact on immunoserveillance 

v.d Loosdrecht / 
Ossenkoppele 

2006 3 

A. van Rhenen The nature of primitive clonogenic aml cells and the 
role in emergence of minimal residual disease in AML 

Schuurhuis / 
Ossenkoppele 

2002  4 

M.J. Wondergem Can transformation of indolent lymphoma be detected 
at an early stage by PET scanning? 

Huijgens / 
Hoekstra 

2006 1 

J. Zijlstra-
Baalbergen 

Response monitoring in non-Hodgkin's lymphoma using 
Positron Emmission Tomography 

Huijgens / 
Lammertsma 

2003 1 

 
Medical Oncology (VUmc) 
 

A. Adema Development of novel strategies to optimize cytotoxic 
and targeted therapy 

Peters 2003 4 

M.N.A.  Bijman Docetaxel: its role in the inhibition of angiogenesis and 
the mechanism for induction of apoptosis 

Boven / Hoekman 2001 3 

I. Bijnsdorp Enhancement of trifluorothymidine cytotoxicity by Peters 2005 3 
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docetaxel 

A. Checinska* The role of caspases in the sensitivity of lung cancer 
cells to chemotherapy 

Kruyt / Rodriguez 2002 / 
2007  

3 

H. van Cruijsen Clinical trials with receptor tyrosine kinase inhibitors in 
patients with advanced cancer 

Hoekman 2004 3 

M.I. Gallegos Ruiz Mutational and functional analysis of the EGFR pathway 
in NSCLC patients: correlation with prognosis and 
respoonse to small molecule EGFR inhibitors 

Giaccone 2005 3 

E. Giovannetti Correlation of cytidine deaminase and DNA repair genes 
polymorphisms with response and survival in 
gemcitabine/cisplatin-treated advanced non-small cell 
lung cancer patients 

Peters 2007 4 

C. Lemos Folate supplementation in chemotherapy: increase of 
efficacy versus induction of drug resistance 

Peters 2005 3 

J. Sigmond Interaction of gemcitabine with novel molecular targets Peters 2002 4 

J. Voortman Efficacy and mechanism of combination therapy with 
proteasome inhibitor PS-341 (Velcade(tm)) in NSCLC 

Kruyt / Giaccone 2003 4 

L. Vroling Circulating endothelial cells as markers for anti-
angiogenic therapy 

Broxterman 2005 3 

 
Medical Psychology (VUmc) 
 

J. van Dijk 
 

Psychosocial functioning and quality of life of 
retinoblastoma survivors and parents in the Netherlands 

Imhof 2004 3 

 
Neurology (VUmc) 
 

I. Bosma Health-related quality of life and neurocognitive 
functioning of long-term surviving high-grade glioma 
patients / Synchronized brain activity and 
neurocognitive function in brain tumor patients: a MEG 
study / Efficacy and toxicity of cerebral glioma 
treatment 

Klein / Stam / 
Postma 

2004 4 

L. Douw Changes in functional connectivity after tumor 
resection in brain tumor patients: a 
magnetoencephalography study 

Stam / Reijneveld 2007 4 

S. Toering Correlation between SV2A expression in tumour tissue 
and efficacy of levetiracetam in glioma patients with 
epilepsy 

Reijneveld / 
Heimans / Klein 

2007 3/4 

 
Neurosurgery (VUmc) 
 

S. Idema Improving oncolytic viral therapy for glioma Dirven / Lamfers 2003 4 

 
Nuclear Medicine (VUmc) 
 

W. Direcks Experimental and clinical studies using positron 
emission tomography (PET) for monitoring response to 
chemotherapy in (locally) advanced breast cancer 

Molthoff /  
v.d. Wall 

2003 3  

J. Emmering Towards a rational use of PET in breast cancer patients Teule 2003 1 

A.J. de Langen Evaluating therapeutic impact of induction therapy for 
locally advanced NSCLC with molecular imaging 

Hoekstra 2005 1 

A.A.M. van der 
Veldt 

PET imaging of [11C]docetaxel kinetics: part I, the role 
of bioavailability of [11C}docetaxel in predicting 

Hendrikse 2007 3 
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response in breast cancer 

 
Otolaryngology / Head and Neck Surgery (VUmc) 
 

J.  Brouwer Investigation into cost-effectivenesss of diagnostic 
algorithms of patients with head and neck cancer to 
prevent unnecessary treatments 

Leemans 2000 1 

C.D.L. van Gogh Voice therapy for patients with voice problems after 
treatment for early glottic cancer / Voice after 
laryngectomy by means of a sound-producing 
tracheoesophageal shunt valve 

Mahieu 2002 2 

A.M. Lo Galbo Hypothyroidism after treatment for laryngeal cancer Leemans 2005 1 

G.B. Flach The sentinel node procedure in head and neck cancer: 
clinical value and potential technical improvements / 
Aspiration cytology and sentinel node biopsy in the 
detection of occult lymph node metastases of early oral 
and oropharyngeal cancer 

De Bree / Van 
Dongen 

2007 3 

I.M. Oskam Health related quality of life in head and neck cancer 
patients 

Leemans 2004 1 

L.R. Perk Molecular imaging with PET using long-lived positron 
emitters 

van Dongen 2003 2 

L. van der Putten FDG-PET for avoidance of futile direct laryngoscopies 
under general anasthesia with taking of biopsies in 
patients with suspicion on recurrent laryngeal 
carcinoma after radiotherapy 

Leemans 2005 3 

A. Senft Screening for distant metastases and second primary 
tumors with FDG-PET (the school study) 

Leemans 2002  2 

B.M. Tijink  Antibody-based therapy with emphasis on head and 
neck cancer  

Van Dongen / de 
Bree / Leemans 

2003 3 

 
Pathology (VUmc) 
 

T. Buffart Predicting lymph node status in gastric cancer by DNA-
based genomic profiling for stratifying surgical therapy 

vd Velde / Meijer 2004 3 

E.A. Greijer Early pathogenesis and intervention in Epstein-Barr 
virus (EBV) driven post-transplant lymphoproliferative 
disease (PTLD) in stem cell (SCT) and solid organ 
transplant (SOT) recipients 

Middeldorp 2005 3 

J.C. Haan Prediction of response to drug therapy in advanced 
colorectal cancer based on DNA copy number profiles of 
primary tumors 

Meijer / Ylstra 2007 3 

A. Hardebol CRC screening by faeces DNA based testing using 
chromosome 20q genes 

G.A. Meijer 2005 4 

I. van Houdt Involvement of resistance to apoptotic cell death in the 
response to immunotherapy 

Kummer / van den 
Eertwegh 

2003  1 

J. Molling Anti-tumor effector functions of skewed natural killer T 
cells 

Scheper / von 
Blomberg 

2002 3 

S. Santegoets Dendritic and T cell functions in patients with 
metastatic hormone-refractory prostate cancer treated 
with Prostate GVAX cancer immunotherapy and 
Ipilimumab 

de Gruijl 2002 3 

Q.J.M. Voorham Increasing sensitivity for detection of high risk flat 
adenomas in population screening for colorectal cancer 

G.A. Meijer 2006 3 

S.M. Wilting Distinction of early, intermediate and late cervical 
intraepithelial neoplasia grade III (CIN III) lesions by 

Snijders / 
Steenbergen 

2003 3 
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micro-array analysis 

 
Pediatrics (VUmc) 
 

C. Bachas Characterization of relapsed acute myeloid leukemia Cloos/ Schuurhuis 2007 1 

K.I. Braam Silicone gel sheet to improve cosmetic outcome of the 
scar after removal of an implantable central venous 
access device (ICVAD) in childhood cancer survivors 

Van Dulmen-den 
Broeder/Kaspers 

2007 4 

N. Franke Drug resistance in childhood leukemia Cloos / Kaspers 2006 4 

B.F. Goemans* Cellular resistance to conventional and targeted 
anticancer agents in relation to molecular biological 
features in childhood relapsed and refractory acute 
myeloid leukemia 

Kaspers / Zwaan 2002 / 
2007 

4 

I. Hubeek Tyrosine phosphatases as new targets in childhood 
cancer 

Cloos 2005 3 

W.A. Kors Retinoblastoma Cloos 2005 1 

M. Luttjeboer Ex vivo radiosensitivity and modification by anticancer 
agents in pediatric brain tumors 

Kaspers / Sminia 2002 4 

S.E. Mir Therapeutic potential of histone deacetuylase inhibitors 
in the treatment of Medulloblastomas: from anticancer 
drugs to neuroprotective agents / Role HDACs in 
childhood brain tumors 

Kaspers / Cloos 2007 2 

S. Mostert Compliance with chemotherapy in childhood acute 
lymphoblastic leukemia in a developing country 

Veerman 2003 4 

J. Vink Glucocorticoid-induced apoptosis and glucocorticoid 
resistance in lymphoid malignancies and autoimmune 
diseases 

Kaspers 2001 3/4 

D.G. van Vuurden Targeted therapy in pediatric brain tumors Kaspers 2005 1 

 
Pulmonology (Vumc) 
 

R. van den Berg The use of molecular biomarkers in early lung cancer Snijders / Smit 2003 2 

 
Radiology (VUmc) 
 

P. de Graaf Clinical and experimental high resolution ocular MR 
Imaging: towards improved detection of retinoblastoma 
tumor extent 

Castelijns 2006 3 

R. Ljumanovic Prognostic value of MRI-determined lymph node 
parameters in development of distant metastases in 
head and neck carcinoma 

Castelijns 2003 3 

J.H. Weijs Optimization of US selection criteria of lymph nodes 
(size, laterality, aspect and behaviour) to perform 
USgFNAC in follow-up of patients's oral cavity or 
oropharyngeal carcinoma 

Castelijns 2005 2 

 
Radiotherapy (VUmc) 
 

K.A. van Nifterik Malignant glioma genetics and related chemo-
radiosensitvity as guidance for individualized therapy 

Sminia / Hulsebos 2002 1/3 

 
Surgery (VUmc) 
 

R.P.M. Brosens Tumor profiling for prediction of clinical outcome in Cuesta / G.A. 2006 3 
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colorectal cancer patients Meijer 

H. Fabry Strategy and results in early breast cancer Meijer 2003  1 

G. Melis Quantifications of the generation of arginine in the 
kidney during liver surgery 

Van Leeuwen 2001 2 

M.P.C. Siroen ADMA clearing after liverresection for metastatic cancer Van Leeuwen/ 
van der Sijp 

2002  2 

M. Westerterp The role of FDG PET in eosphageal cancer staging and 
monitoring the response to neoadjuvant therapy 

Molthoff 2005  2 

 
Gastro-enterology & Hepatology (AMC-UvA) 
 

M.A. van Geer Development of infectivity enhanced conditionally 
replicating adenovirus vetors for gene therapy of 
pancreatic cancer 

Oude Elferink 2002 3 

 
Hematology (AMC – UvA) 
 

D. Hallaert Novel therapeutic approaches to attack the 
microenvironment in Chronic Lymphocytic Leukemia 

Van Oers/ 
Eldering 

2004 3 

M. Jak Immunotherapy for B-CLL in human CD20 transgenic 
mice 

Van Oers/ van 
Lier 

2007 4 

 
Medical Oncology (AMC-UvA) 
 

S.J. de Kort Ethical aspects of palliative cancer chemotherapy Willems/ Richel 2003 3 

 
Pathology (UvA/AMC) 
 

W.W.J. de Leng  Carcinogenese in het Peutz-Jehgers syndroom Offerhaus 2002 3 

 
Pediatric Oncology (AMC-UvA) 
 

E.J. Aukema Late consequences and needs of young survivors of a 
brain tumor and their parents 

Last/Schouten/ 
Grootenhuis 

2006 1 

J.J. Molenaar Delineating the biological and clinical importance of 
CyclinD1 in neuroblastoma 

Caron 2000 1 

R.Cuperus Modulation of Fenecitinide induced apoptosis in 
Neuroblastoma cells 

Caron 2004 3 

E.C. van Dalen* Anthracycline-induced cardiotoxicity in childhood 
cancer 

Caron 2002 3 

V. Engelen QLIC-ON quality of life in childhood oncology Versteeg/ van Nes 2005 3 

E. Sieswerda new drug development, clinical trials and late effects Caron/ Kremer 2007 3 

J. Stutterheim MRD monitoring at children with neuroblastoma Caron/ Tytgat 2006 3 

 
Radiotherapy (UvA/AMC) 
 

J. Bergs* Aberrations in premature condensed chromosomes(PCC) 
as a predictive assay for the response of human cervical 
carcinomas  after radiotherapy combined with 
hyperthermia 

Haveman/ 
Konings 

2002 1 

H.P. Kok* Development of an new dual modality heating 
technique form treatment of cancer at the esophagus 
and other intracavitary locations 

Crezee/Konings 2002 3 
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A.L.J. 
Uitterhoeve* 

Results of radiotherapy alone or in combination with 
chemotherapy in non small cell lung cancer 

Gonzalez 1998 1 

 
Surgery (AMC/UvA) 
 

R. Bakx* Pouch versus STE-anastomoses bij rectum-carcinoom Van Lanschot 2001 3 

M.C. Janssen Locale ablatie van levertumoren: het effect van 
radiofrequente thermoablatie, interstitiele 
lasercoagulatie en cryoablatie op de acute fase 
immuunreactie  en stollingsactivatie in de rat 

Van Gulik 2001 3 

 
Urology (AMC-UvA) 
 

P. Beemster Cryosurgery of small renal tumors De la Rosette/ 
Laguna/ Wijkstra 

2005 1 
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5. Awards 
 
This chapter lists awards and honors won by staff 
and students involved in OOA throughout 2007. The 
lists are in alphabetical order of the recipients’ 
last name.  
 
Faculty and staff members of the OOA fulfilled 
numerous functions in national and international 
organizations, on scientific boards of scientific 
journals, as members of study sections, and as 
organizers or co-organizers of scientific meetings, 
workshops and congresses. 
 
Scientific awards and honors 
 
R. Bernards (NKI) became member of the 
Netherlands Academy of Sciences.  
 
R. Agami (NKI) received the prestigious Steiner 
Price  
 
P. Borst (NKI) received the distinguished Service 
Award sponsored by a number of US institutions 
and presented at the Miami Nature Winter 
symposium 
 
R. Bernards (NKI) received the ESMO Lifetime 
Achievement Award in Translational Research 
in Breast Cancer 
 
L. van ’t Veer (NKI) was the recipient of the BCRF 
Estee Lauder Pink Ribbon research award.  
 
A. Berns (NKI) was awarded a Charles B. Smith 
visiting professorship at MSKCC. 
 
R. Agami was elected as EMBO member.  
 
S. Bruggeman won the AVL prize 2007 for young, 
promising NKI-scientists for her work on cancer 
stem cells 
 
J.W.A.M. Celie and J. van den Born (Vumc) were 
the 3rd prize award winners of the Methods in 
Renal Research essay contest 2007. 
 
J.P. de Winter and J.C. Dorsman (Vumc) received 
the FA Research Fund Discovery award for the 
identification of FANCI in Chicago. 
 
J.C. Dorsman (Vumc) received the Deutsche FA 
HilfeAward for cloning of FANCin Gersfeld, 
Germany. 
 
G.J.M. Herder (Vumc) won the Vera Bonte award. 
 
H. Joenje (Vumc) received the Spanish Fanconi 
anemia Research Senior Scientist Award for life-
time contribution to Fanconi Anemia research and 

commitment with FA patients and their families in 
Santander (Spain) and the Distinguished Service 
Award in Chicago (USA). 
 
B. Molenkamp, T.D. de Gruijl, P.A.M. van Leeuwen 
and R.J. Scheper (Vumc) won the poster award 
Melanoma Sentinel Lymph Node Immunology at the 
Dendritic Cell Conference, Bamberg (Germany) 
 
C.B.M. Oudejans (Vumc) received the Science 
Award Dutch Society for Clinical Chemistry in Seoel 
(South Korea). 
 
B.J. Slotman (VUmc) received the Heine Hanse 
Lectureship at the Internat Association for the 
Study of Lung Cancer Seoul (South Korea). 
 
A.A. van de Loosdrecht (Vumc) won the MDS 
Foundation, Young Investigators Award: Multicolour 
Flow Cytometry in Myelodysplastic Syndromes  (US 
Dollar 40,000) in Atlanta (USA). 
 
M. van Dijk (Vumc) received the Charlie Loke 
Award in Kingston (Canada). 
 
S.J. van Vliet (Vumc) received the Chris Meijer 
Prijs  at the CCA/V-ICI annual plenary meeting 
 
L. vd Stadt (Vumc) won the “Arthron Reumatologie 
Aanmoedigingsprijs 2007” for literature thesis  
entitled: “The proteasome: A novel experimental 
target for rheumatoid arthritis treatment” in 
Amsterdam. 
 
Q. Waisfisz (Vumc) won the FA Research Fund 
Discovery award for the identification of FANCI in 
Chicago (USA). 
 
 
General awards and honors 
 
H. Bartelink received the Royal Honor of Knight in 
the Order of the Dutch Lion. 
 
B. Kroon received the Royal honor of Knight in the 
order of Oranje Nassa
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Annex 1.  
Faculty and staff of OOA
 
Faculty 
 

 
 
 

Prof.dr. N.K. Aaronson (Theme 2) 
Department of Psychosocial Research and 
Epidemiology 
Netherlands Cancer Institute 
 
Dr. R. Agami (Theme 1) 
Department of Tumor Biology 
Netherlands Cancer Institute 
 
Dr. J.A. Aten (Theme 1) 
Department of Cell Biology and Histology 
Academic Medical Centre / Universiteit van 
Amsterdam 
 
Prof.dr. G.M.M. Bartelink (Theme 2) 
Department of Radiotherapy 
Netherlands Cancer Institute 
 
Prof.dr. A. Begg (Theme 2) 
Department of Experimental Therapy 
Netherlands Cancer Institute 
 
Dr. R. Beijersbergen (Theme 1) 
Department of Molecular Carcinogenesis 
Netherlands Cancer Institute 
 
Prof.dr. R. Bernards (Theme 1) 
Department of Molecular Carcinogenesis 
Netherlands Cancer Institute 
 
Prof.dr. A.J.M. Berns (Theme 1) 
Department of Molecular Genetics 
Netherlands Cancer Institute 
 
Prof.dr. J.H. Beijnen (Theme 2) 
Division of Pharmacology 
Netherlands Cancer Institute 
 
Prof.dr. J.G. Borst (Theme 1) 
Department of Immunology 
Netherlands Cancer Institute 
 
Prof.dr. P. Borst (Theme 1) 
Department of Molecular Biology 
Netherlands Cancer Institute 
 
Prof.dr. R.H. Brakenhoff (Theme 1 and 2) 
Department of Otolaryngology-Head & Neck Surgery 
VU University Medical Center 
 
Prof.dr. H. N. Caron (Theme 1 and 2) 
Pediatric Oncology 

Academic Medical Centre / Universiteit van 
Amsterdam 
 
Dr. J.G.N.M. Collard (Theme 1) 
Department of Cell Biology 
Netherlands Cancer Institute 
 
Dr. J. Crezee (Theme 2)  
Department of Department of Radiation Oncology 
Academic Medical Centre / Universiteit van 
Amsterdam 
 
Prof.dr. G.A.M.S. van Dongen (Theme 1 and 2) 
Department of Otolaryngology-Head & Neck Surgery 
VU University Medical Center 
 
Dr. E.F. Eldering (Theme 1) 
Department of Experimental Immunology 
Academic Medical Centre / Universiteit van 
Amsterdam 
 
Dr. D. Geerts  (Theme 1) 
Department of Human Genetics 
Academic Medical Centre / Universiteit van 
Amsterdam 
 
Dr. W.R. Gerritsen (Theme 2) 
Department of Medical Oncology 
VU University Medical Center 
 
Prof.dr. D.J. Gouma  (Theme 2) 
Department of Surgery 
Academic Medical Centre / Universiteit van 
Amsterdam 
 
Prof.dr. G. Giaccone (Theme 2) 
Department of Medical Oncology 
VU University Medical Center 
 
Dr M. A. Grootenhuis (Theme 2) 
Department of Pediatrics 
Academic Medical Centre / Universiteit van 
Amsterdam 
 
Prof.dr. T.M. van Gulik (Theme 2) 
Department of Experimental Surgery 
Academic Medical Centre / Universiteit van 
Amsterdam 
 
Prof. Dr. A. Hagenbeek (Theme 1 and 2) 
Department of Hematology 
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Academic Medical Centre / Universiteit van 
Amsterdam 
 
Dr. J. Haanen (Theme 1 and 2) 
Department of Immunology 
Netherlands Cancer Institute 
 
Prof. Dr. M. van Herk (Theme 2) 
Department of Radiotherapy 
Netherlands Cancer Institute 
 
Prof.dr. O.S. Hoekstra (Theme 2) 
Department of Nuclear Medicine 
VU University Medical Center 
 
Prof.dr. P.C. Huijgens (Theme 1 and 2) 
Department of Haematology 
VU University Medical Center 
 
Dr T.J.M. Hulsebos  (Theme 1) 
Department of Neurogenetics 
Academic Medical Centre / Universiteit van 
Amsterdam 
 
Dr. K. Jalink (Theme 1) 
Department of Cell Biology 
Netherlands Cancer Institute 
 
Prof.dr. H. Joenje (Theme 1) 
Department of Human Genetics 
VU University Medical Center 
 
Dr. J. Jonkers (Theme 1) 
Department of Molecular Biology 
Netherlands Cancer Institute 
 
Prof.dr. G.J. Kaspers (Theme 2) 
Department of Paediatrics 
VU University Medical Center 
 
Prof.dr. C.C.E. Koning (Theme 2) 
Department of Radiotherapy 
Academic Medical Centre / Universiteit van 
Amsterdam 
 
Dr. M. Kool (Theme 1) 
Department of Human Genetics 
Academic Medical Centre / Universiteit van 
Amsterdam 
 
Prof.dr. Y. van Kooyk (Theme 1 and 2) 
Department of Molecular Biology and Immunology 
VU University Medical Center 
 
Dr. K.K. Krishnadath (Theme 1) 
Department of Gastroenterology and Hepatology 
Academic Medical Centre / Universiteit van 
Amsterdam 
 
Dr. A. B.P. van Kuilenburg (Theme 1 and 2) 
Department of Clincial Chemistry 
Academic Medical Centre / Universiteit van 
Amsterdam 
 
Prof.dr. A.A. Lammertsma (Theme 2) 
Department of Nuclear Medicine 

VU University Medical Center 
 
Prof.dr. Ch.R. Leemans (Theme 2) 
Department of Otolaryngology-Head & Neck Surgery 
VU University Medical Center 
 
Prof. dr. A.G.J.M. van Leeuwen (Theme 2)  
LaserCenter 
Academic Medical Centre / Universiteit van 
Amsterdam 
 
Prof.dr. F.E. van Leeuwen (Theme 2) 
Psychosocial Research and Epidemiology 
Netherlands Cancer Institute 
 
Dr. F. van Leeuwen (Theme 1) 
Department of Cellular Biochemistry 
Netherlands Cancer Institute 
 
Prof.dr. M. van Lohuizen (Theme 1) 
Department of Molecular Genetics 
Netherlands Cancer Institute 
 
Dr. R.M. Luiten (Theme 2) 
Department of Immunoly 
Academic Medical Centre / Universiteit van 
Amsterdam 
 
Prof.dr. J.P. Medema (Theme 1) 
Laboratory of Experimental Oncology and 
Radiotherapy 
Academic Medical Centre / Universiteit van 
Amsterdam 
 
Prof.dr. C.J.L.M. Meijer (Theme 1 and 2) 
Department of Pathology 
VU University Medical Center 
 
Prof.dr. G.A. Meijer (Theme 1 and 2) 
Department of Pathology 
VU University Medical Center 
 
Prof.dr. S. Meijer (Theme 2) 
Department of Surgical oncology 
VU University Medical Center 
 
Prof.dr. H. Meijers-Heijboer (Theme 1) 
Department of Clinical Genetics 
VU University Medical Center 
 
Prof. dr. W.H. Moolenaar (Theme 1) 
Department of Cellular Biochemistry 
Netherlands Cancer Institute 
 
Prof.dr. J.M. Middeldorp (Theme 1 and 2) 
Department of Pathology 
VU University Medical Center 
 
Prof.dr. J.J.C. Neefjes (Theme 1) 
Department of Tumor Biology 
Netherlands Cancer Institute 
 
Prof. dr. C.J.M. van Noesel (Theme 1) 
Department of Pathology 
Academic Medical Centre / Universiteit van 
Amsterdam 
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Prof.dr. C.J.F. van Noorden  (Theme 1 and 2) 
Department of Cell Biology & Histology 
Academic Medical Centre / Universiteit van 
Amsterdam 
 
Prof. dr. M.H.J. van Oers (Theme 1 and 2) 
Department of Hematology 
Academic Medical Centre / Universiteit van 
Amsterdam 
 
Prof.dr. G.J. Ossenkoppele (Theme 1 and 2) 
Department of Haematology 
VU University Medical Center 
 
Prof.dr. S.T. Pals  (Theme 1 and 2) 
Department of Pathology 
Academic Medical Centre / Universiteit van 
Amsterdam 
 
Dr. A. Perrakis (Theme 1) 
Department of Molecular Carcinogenesis 
Netherlands Cancer Institute 
 
Dr. D. Peeper (Theme 1) 
Department of Molecular Genetics 
Netherlands Cancer Institute 
 
Prof.dr. G.J. Peters (Theme 2) 
Department of Clinical Oncology 
VU University Medical Center 
 
Prof.dr. P.J. Peters (Theme 1) 
Department of  Tumor Biology 
Netherlands Cancer Institute 
 
Prof.dr. P. Postmus (Theme 2) 
Department of Pulmonology 
VU University Medical Center 
 
Prof.dr. D.J. Richel (Theme 1 and 2) 
Department of Medical Oncology 
Academic Medical Centre / Universiteit van 
Amsterdam 
 
Prof.dr. H.P.J. te Riele (Theme 1) 
Department of Molecular Biology 
Netherlands Cancer Institute 
 
Prof.dr. S. Rodenhuis (Theme 2) 
Department of Internal Medicine 
Netherlands Cancer Institute 
 
Dr. E. Roos (Theme 1) 
Department of Cell Biology 
Netherlands Cancer Institute 
 
Prof.dr. J.J.M.C.H. de la Rosette (Theme 2) 
Department of Urology 
Academic Medical Centre / Universiteit van 
Amsterdam 
 
Prof.dr. J.H.M. Schellens (Theme 2) 
Department of Internal Medicine 
Netherlands Cancer Institute 
 

Prof.dr. R.J. Scheper (Theme 1 and 2) 
Department of Pathology 
VU University Medical Center 
 
Dr. A. Schinkel (Theme 1) 
Department of Experimental Therapy 
Netherlands Cancer Institute 
 
Dr. J.H. Schornagel (Theme 2) 
Department of Internal Medicine 
Netherlands Cancer Institute 
 
Prof. Dr. T. Schumacher  (Theme 1) 
Department of Immunology 
Netherlands Cancer Institute 
 
Dr. G.J. Schuurhuis (Theme 2) 
Department of Hematology 
VU University Medical Center 
 
Prof.dr. S. Senan (Theme 2) 
Department of Radiation Oncology 
VU University Medical Center 
 
Prof.dr. T.K. Sixma (Theme 1) 
Department of Molecular Carcinogenesis 
Netherlands Cancer Institute 
 
Prof.dr. B.J. Slotman (Theme 1 and 2) 
Department of Radiation Oncology 
VU University Medical Center 
 
Prof.dr. E.F. Smit (Theme 2) 
Department of Pulmonology 
VU University Medical Center 
 
Dr. A. Sonnenberg (Theme 1) 
Department of Cell Biology 
Netherlands Cancer Institute 
 
Dr. M. Spaargaren (Theme 1) 
Department of Pathology 
Academic Medical Centre / Universiteit van 
Amsterdam 
 
Dr. C.A. Spek (Theme 1 and 2) 
Department of Experimental and Molecular 
Medicine 
Academic Medical Centre / Universiteit van 
Amsterdam 
 
Dr. B. van Steensel (Theme1) 
Department of Molecular Biology 
Netherlands Cancer Institute 
 
Dr. L. van ‘t Veer (Theme 2) 
Department of Experimental Therapy 
Netherlands Cancer Institute 
 
Dr. L.J. Valentijn (Theme1) 
Department of Human Genetics 
Academic Medical Centre / Universiteit van 
Amsterdam 
 
Prof.dr. W.P. Vandertop (Theme 2) 
Department of Neurosurgery 
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VU University Medical Center 
 
Prof.dr. A.J.P. Veerman (Theme 2) 
Department of Peadiatrics 
VU University Medical Center 
 
Dr.  M. Verheij (Theme 2) 
Department of Radiotherapy 
Netherlands Cancer Institute 
 
Prof.dr. R.H.M. Verheijen (Theme 2) 
Dept. of Obstetrics & Gynaecology 
VU University Medical Center 
 
Prof.dr. R. Versteeg (Theme 1 and 2) 
Department of Antropogenetics 
Academic Medical Centre / Universiteit van 
Amsterdam 
 
Dr. M. van de Vijver (Theme 2) 
Department of Experimental Therapy 
Netherlands Cancer Institute 
 
Dr. H. Wijkstra (Theme 2) 
Department of Urology 
Academic Medical Centre / Universiteit van 
Amsterdam 
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Staff  
 
Netherlands Cancer Institute 
 

 
 
 

Cell Biology  
Dr. J.G. Collard 
Dr. C. Jalink  
Dr. E. Roos 
Dr. A. Sonnenberg 
 
Molecular Carcinogenesis  
Prof.dr. R. Bernards 
Dr. R. Beijersbergen 
Dr. A.  Perrakis 
Prof.dr. T.K. Sixma 
 
Cellular Biochemistry  
Dr. W.J. van Blitterswijk 
Dr. N. Divecha 
Dr. F. van Leeuwen  
Prof.dr. W.H. Moolenaar 
Dr. H. Ovaa 
Dr. M. Verheij 
 
Immunology  
Prof.dr. J. Borst 
Dr. J.B.A.G. Haanen 
Dr. H. Jacobs 
Prof.dr. T.N.M. Schumacher  
Dr. F.A. Vyth-Dreese 
 
Molecular Biology  
Prof.dr. P. Borst (honorary staff member) 
Dr. J. Jonkers 
Dr. H. van Luenen 
Prof.dr. H. te Riele 
Dr. B. van Steensel 
 
Tumor Biology  
Dr. R. Agami 
Dr. M. Fornerod 
Dr. R.J.A.M. Michalides  
Prof.dr. J.J. Neefjes 
Prof.dr. P.J. Peters 
 
Molecular Genetics  
Prof.dr. A.J.M. Berns  
Dr. J. Hilkens 
Dr. P. Krimpenfort  
Prof.dr. M. van Lohuizen 
Dr. M. Snoek 
Dr. M.A. van der Valk 
 
Experimental therapy  
Prof.dr. A.C. Begg 
Dr. A. Schinkel 
Dr. F.A. Stewart 
Prof.dr. M.J. van de Vijver 
Dr. L.J. van ’t Veer 
 
Radiotherapy  
B.M.P. Aleman  
Prof.dr. G.M.M.. Bartelink 
Dr. J.S.A. Belderbos 
Dr. R.W. de Boer 

Dr. M. Boersma 
Dr. I. Bruinvis 
B.N.F.M. van Bunningen 
Dr. E.M.F. Damen 
Dr. L.G.H. Dewit 
Dr. R.L.M. Haas 
Dr. A.A.M. Hart 
Dr. W. Heemsbergen 
Dr. M. van Herk 
Dr. E.P.M. Jansen 
Dr. J.V. Lebesque 
Dr. C.A.M. Marijnen 
E.A.H. Masselink 
Dr. B.J. Mijnheer 
Dr. L.M.F. Moonen 
Dr. C.R.N. Rasch 
Dr. P. Remeijer 
Dr. N.S. Russell 
J.G. Salverda 
Dr. C.Schneider 
Dr. J. Stroom 
Dr. J.C.M. Theuws 
Dr. C. van Vliet-Vroegindeweij 
Dr. C. Vrieling 
Dr. F.W. Wittkämper 
 
Medical Oncology  
Dr. J.W. Baars 
Dr. P. Baas 
Drs. E.M. Bais 
Prof.dr. J.H. Beijnen 
Dr. J.P. de Boer 
Dr. W.W. ten Bokkel Huinink 
Dr. W. Boogerd 
Dr. H. Boot 
Dr. J.A.. Burgers 
Dr. A. Cats 
Prof.dr. G.C. de Gast 
L. Gualthérie van Weezel 
Dr. J.B.A.G. Haanen 
Dr. A. Huitema 
Dr. J.M. Kerst 
Dr. S.C. Linn 
Dr. A. Lukas  
Dr. H. Neering 
Prof.dr. S. Rodenhuis 
Dr. J.H.M. Schellens 
Dr. J.H. Schornagel 
Dr. M. Smits 
Dr. B.G. Taal 
Dr. M. van der Weide 
Dr. N. van Zandwijk 
 
Surgical Oncology  
Prof.dr. B.B.R. Kroon 
Dr. A.J.M. Balm 
Dr. A. Bex 
Dr. M.W.M. van den Brekel 
Dr. D.R. Buitelaar 
Prof.dr. M.P.M. Burger 
Dr. J. ten Cate 
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Dr. F. van Coevorden Prof.dr. F.E. van Leeuwen 
Dr. M.P. Copper Dr. M.A. Rookus 
Dr. W. van Driel  

Pathology Dr. G. Fons 
Dr. S. Gonggrijp Dr. T. Alderliesten 
Dr. J.J. Hage Dr. J.M. G. Bonfrer 
Prof.dr. F.J.M. Hilgers Dr. H. van Boven 
Prof.dr. S. Horenblas Dr. M.P.W. Gallee 
Dr. H. Huitink Dr. K. Gilhuijs 
Dr. C. Keijzer Dr. C.A. Hoefnagel 
H. Klomp Dr. F.B.L. Hogervorst 
Dr. F.H.M. Kroon Dr. D. de Jong 
Dr. P.J.F.M. Lohuis Dr. J. Kluijt 
Dr. M.A.C. Lubsen Dr. W. Koops 
Dr. W. Meinhardt Dr. R. Kröger 
Dr. O.E. Nieweg Dr. C. Loo 
Dr. H.S.A. Oldenburg Dr. W.J. Mooi 
Dr. H.G. van der Poel S.H. Muller 
Dr. M. de Rie Dr. P.M. Nederlof 
J.M. Ronday Dr. W.J. Nooijen 
Dr. E.J.Th. Rutgers F.A. Pameijer 
Dr. P.F.E. Schutte Dr. R. van Pel 
Dr. M. Scrámek Dr. J.L. Peterse 
Dr. M. Slot Dr. W. Prevoo 
Dr. L.E. Smeele Dr. M. Sinaasappel 
Dr. T. Stoppa Dr. F. Sivro 
Dr. I.B. Tan Dr. J. Teertstra 
Dr. A.P. Timmers Dr. O. van Tellingen 
Dr. V.J. Verwaal Dr. R.A. Valdès Olmos 
Dr. M.J. Vrancken Peeters Dr. L. van ‘t Veer 
L.A.E. Woerdeman Dr. M.L.F. van Velthuijsen 
Dr. F.A.N. Zoetmulder Dr. S. Verhoef  
 Prof.Dr. M. van de Vijver 
Psychosocial Research and  Dr. J. Wesseling  
Epidemiology   

Radiology Prof.dr. N.K. Aaronson 
Prof.dr. F.S.A.M. van Dam A.P.E. Besnaard 
Prof.dr. W.J. van Harten W. Koops 

Dr. R. Kröger 
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VU University Medical Center 
 
Anaesthesiology  
Prof.dr. W.W.A. Zuurmond 
 
Clinical Genetics  
Dr. S. Agarwal 
Prof.dr. H. Joenje 
Dr. F. Menko 
Prof.dr. H. Meijers-Heijboer 
Dr. G. Pals 
Dr. Q. Waisfisz 
Dr. J. de Winter  
 
Clinical Chemistry  
Dr. C.B.M. Oudejans 
Prof.dr. M.A. Blankenstein 
 
Gastro-enterology  
Dr. M. Craanen 
Prof.dr. C Mulder 
 
Haematology  
M.E.D. Chamuleau 
Dr. A. Dräger 
Prof.dr. P.C. Huijgens 
Dr. J.J.W.M. Janssen 
Prof. dr. G.J. Ossenkoppele 
Dr. G.J. Schuurhuis 
Dr. L. Smit 
Dr. A.A. van de Loosdrecht 
Dr. O. Visser 
Dr. S. Zweegman 
Dr. J.M. Zijlstra 
 
Medical Psychology  
Prof dr.P.T. Cohen-Kettenis 
Dr. J. Huisman 
Dr. M. Klein 
Prof.dr.H.M. Ploeg 
 
Molecular Cell Biology  
Prof.dr. R.H.J. Beelen 
Prof.dr. G. Kraal 
Prof.dr. Y. van Kooyk 
 
Medical Oncology 
Prof.dr. E. Boven 
Dr. H.J.Broxterman 
Dr. J. Buter  
Dr. T.D. de Gruijl 
Dr. R.J.A. Fijneman 
Dr. W.R. Gerritsen 
Dr. B.N. Hangalapura 
Dr. K. Hoekman 
Dr. R. Honeywell 
Dr. M.L. Janmaat 
Dr. C.R. Jimenez 
Dr. F.A.E. Kruyt 
Prof.dr. J. Lankelma 
Dr. P. Noordhuis 
Dr. D. Oosterhoff 
Prof.dr. G.J. Peters 
Dr. T.V. Pham 
Dr. S. Piersma 
Dr. J.A. Rodriguez 

Dr. C.J. van Groeningen 
Dr. V.W. van Beusechem 
Dr. H.P. van den Berg 
Dr. A.J.M. van den Eertwegh 
Dr. J.J. van der Vliet 
Prof.dr. H. Verheul 
Dr. C. Vermeulen 
 
Neurosurgery  
Dr. J.C. Baaijen 
Dr. C.M.F. Dirven 
Dr. M.L.M. Lamfers  
Dr. D.P. Noske 
Prof.dr. W.P. Vandertop 
Dr. T. Würdinger 
 
Neurology  
Prof.dr. J.J. Heimans 
Dr. T. Postma 
Dr. J.C. Reijneveld 
 
Nuclear Medicine  
Dr. R. Boellaard 
Dr. E.F.I. Comans 
Dr. A.A. Geldof 
Dr. N.H. Hendrikse 
Dr. J.D.M. Herscheid 
Prof.dr. O.S. Hoekstra 
Prof.dr. A.A. Lammertsma 
Dr. M. Lubberink 
Dr. C.F.M. Molthoff 
Dr. H.J. Pijpers 
Dr. P. Raijmakers 
Prof.dr G.A.M.S. van Dongen 
Dr. G.W.M. Visser 
Dr. A.D. Windhorst 
Dr. J.M. Zijlstra 
 
Obstetrics and Gynaecology  
Dr. J.C. Dorsman 
Prof.dr. P. Kenemans 
Dr. S. von Mensdorff-Pouilly 
Prof.dr. R.H.M. Verheijen 
 
Ophthalmology  
Dr. S. Imhoff 
Dr. A. Moll 
 
Oral and maxillofacial surgery and pathology  
Prof.dr. I. van der Waal 
 
Otolaringology / Head and Neck Surgery  
Dr. P.A. Borggreven 
Dr. B.J.M. Braakhuis 
Prof.dr. R.H. Brakenhoff 
Dr. R. de Bree 
Dr. F. Dijk 
Dr. J.M. Festen 
Dr. D.J. Kuik 
Prof.dr. Dr. Ch.R. Leemans 
Prof.dr. H.F. Mahieu 
Dr. R.N.P.M. Rinkel 
Dr. I. Verdonck-de Leeuw 
Prof.dr. G.A.M.S. van Dongen 
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Dr. D. Vugts Dr. V. de Haas 
 Dr. E. Dulmen-den Broeder 
Pathology  Dr. I. Hubeek 
Dr. J. Beliën Prof.dr. G.J. Kaspers 
Prof. dr. E. Bloemena Dr. M.H. van der Berg 
Dr. H.J. Bontkes Dr. A.M. van Furth 
Dr. C.L. Bos Dr. M.A. Veening 
Dr. B. Carvalho Prof. Dr. A.J.P. Veerman 
Dr. J.B.A. Crusius  

Pulmonology  Dr. B. Diosdado 
Dr. A.E. Greijer Prof.dr. P.E. Postmus 
Dr. D.A.M. Heideman Prof.dr. E.F. Smit 
Dr. E. Hooijberg Dr. T.G. Sutedja 
Dr. F.J. van Kemenade  

Radiology  Dr. P. Krijnen 
Prof.dr. C.J.L.M. Meijer Prof.dr. J.A. Castelijns 
Prof.dr. G.A. Meijer  

Radiation Oncology Prof.dr. J.M. Middeldorp 
Prof.dr. W.J. Mooi Dr. F.J. Lagerwaard 
Dr. S.A. Morré Dr. M.V.M. Lafleur 
Dr. J.J. Oudejans Prof.dr. S. Senan 
Prof.dr. A.S. Peña Prof.dr. B.J. Slotman 
Dr. G.L. Scheffer Dr. P. Sminia 
Prof.dr. R.J. Scheper Dr. B. van Triest 
Dr. P.J.F. Snijders   

Surgical Oncology  Dr. R. Steenbergen 
Dr. M. van de Wiel Prof.dr. M.A. Cuesta 
Prof.dr. P.J. van den Elsen Prof.dr. S. Meijer 
Dr. P. van den Ijssel Prof.dr. P.A.M. van Leeuwen 

Medical Oncology  Dr. A.H. van Hattum 
Dr. B.M.E. von Blomberg-van der Flier Dr. P.J.M. Bakker 
Dr. B Ylstra Dr. M.P. van den Tol 
  
Paediatrics  Urology  
Dr. F. Abbink Dr. E.C. de Boer 
Dr. C.J.M. Broers Dr. A.A. Geldof 
Dr. J. Cloos Dr. R.J.A. Moorselaar 
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University of Amsterdam 
 
Medical Biochemistry  
Prof.dr. J.M.F.G. Aerts 
 
Cell Biology & Histology  
Dr. J.A. Aten 
Prof. dr. C.J.F. van Noorden 
Dr. A. Sonnenberg 
 
Experimental Internal Medicine  
Dr. C.A. Spek 
 
Gastro-enterology & Hepatology  
Prof.dr. R.P.J. Oude Elferink 
Dr. K.K. Krishnadath  
 
Genetic Metabolic Diseases  
Dr. A.B.P. van Kuilenburg  
 
Human Genetics  
Dr. H.A.M. Geerts 
Dr. L.J. Valentijn 
Prof.dr. R. Versteeg 
Dr. M. Kool 
 
Hematology 
Dr. M.J. Kersten   
Dr. H. Koene 
Prof. dr. M.H.J. van Oers 
 
Immunology 
Dr. E.F. Eldering 
Dr. R.M. Luiten   
 
LaserCenter 
Dr. M.C. Aalders   
Prof. dr. A.G.J.M. van Leeuwen  
 
Medical Biochemistry  
Prof. dr. J.M.F.G. Aerts 

Medical Oncology  
Dr. P.J.M. Bakker 
Prof.dr. D.J. Richel 
Dr. A.M. Westermann 
Dr. H. Wilmink 
 
Neurogenetics  
Dr. Th.J.M. Hulsebos 
 
Pathology  
Prof.dr. S.T. Pals  
Dr. M. Spaargaren 
Prof. dr. C.J.M. van Noesel 
 
Pedriatric Oncology  
Dr. H. van den Berg 
Prof.dr. H.N. Caron  
Dr. A.B.P. van Kuilenburg 
Dr. J. de Kraker  
Dr. J.H. Merks  
Dr. A.Y.N. Schouten-van Meeteren 
Prof. dr. G.A.M. Tytgat 
Dr. A.C. Verschuur 
Dr. M.D. van de Wetering 
Dr. J. Zsiros 
 
Radiotherapy  
Dr. C. van Bree 
Dr. N.A.P. Franken 
Prof.dr. C.C.E. Koning 
Prof.dr. J.P. Medema 
 
Surgery  
Prof.dr. D.J. Gouma 
Prof.dr. T.M. van Gulik 
 
Urology  
Prof.dr. J.J.M.C.H. de la Rosette 
Dr.Ir. H. Wijkstra 
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Annex 2.  
International visitors 
 
Aidinis V., Greece 
 
Barbacid M., Spain 
Bard S., Halifax, Canada 
Baumann M., Germany 
Bhatti P., USA 
Bjerkvig R., Norway  
Belka C., Germany 
Bertino J.R., USA 
Blow J., UK 
Bogess J.F. USA 
 
Califano J.,  USA 
Carmeliet P., Belgium 
Clarke P., UK 
 
Davoust J., France 
De Bono J.S., UK 
DeWeese T.L., USA 
Duval A., Germany 
 
Eilers M., Germany 
El-Bchiri J., France 
 
Fuss I, USA 
 
Gaudet M., USA 
Ghadimi B.M., Germany 
Georg D., Austria 
Giaccia A., USA 
Glickman M., Israel 
Goletz S. Germany 
Goud B., France 
Grafi G., Israel 
 
Harding T., USA 
Heard E., France 
Hoatlin M.E., USA 
Hoogenboom H., Belgium 
Holzner B., Austria 
Hussain S.M., USA 
 
Ideker T., USA 
 
Kerr D.J., UK 
Kioussi C., USA 
Knoblich J., Austria 
Kolesnick R., USA 
 
Laird P., USA 
Landberg G., Sweden 
de Lange T., USA 

Lories R., Belgium 
Lund A., Denmark 
Lygerou Z., Greece 
 
Mangelsdorf D., USA 
Mattaj I., Germany 
Marais R., UK 
Mills A., USA 
Mills G., USA 
Morris A., USA 
Murphy T.J. USA 
 
Nakauchi H., Japan 
Neri D., Switzerland 
Nusse R., USA 
 
Oliveira C, Portugal 
O’Reilly R, USA 
 
Pagano M., USA 
Paulson J., USA 
Papa M.Z., Israel 
Parbel A., Germany 
Pusztai L., USA 
 
Ross G., UK 
Roussel M., USA 
 
Schroeder T, Germany 
Seruca R, Portugal 
Seoane J., Spain 
Shortman K., Australia 
Silber S.J., USA 
Singh B., USA 
Sorger P., USA 
Stevens S., USA 
Stingl J., UK 
Strick T., France 
 
Taghian A., USA 
 
Verma I., USA 
Vermorken J.B., Belgium 
 
Walther T., Germany 
Weiss R., UK 
West C., UK 
Wirapati P., Switserland 
Würdinger T, USA 
 
Zapatka M., Germany 
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Annex 3.  
Theses completed 
 
In 2007, 37 graduate students completed their graduate training and obtained a PhD degree. Their names, 
thesis titles, supervisors and institutes are listed below. The institute at which the research described in the 
theses was carried out is mentioned between brackets and may differ from the university where the PhD 
graduation took place. 
 
 
Name : Baars A. (VUmc) 
Title : Active specific immunotherapy for solid tumours 
University : Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam 
(co)Promotors : Pinedo H.M. and Scheper R.J. 
Date : 12 October 2007 
 
Name : Bergs J.W.J. (AMC) 
Title : Hyperthermia, cisplatin and radiation trimodality treatment: In vitro studies on 

interaction mechanisms 
University : Universiteit van Amsterdam 
(co)Promotors : Koning C.C.E. and Franken N.A.P. 
Date : 22 November 2007 
 
Name : Bins A. (NKI) 
Title : Induction and analysis of antigen-specific T cell responses in melanoma patients 

and animal models 
University : Universiteit Leiden 
(co)Promotors : Schumacher T.N.M. 
Date : 15 March 2007 
 
Name : Bröker-van Rens L.E. (VUmc) 
Title : Novel microtubule-stabilizing agents: preclinical and clinical studies 
University : Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam 
(co)Promotors : Giaccone G. 
Date : 9 May 2007 
 
Name : Checinska A. (VUmc) 
Title : Regulation of mitochondria-dependent apoptosis in non-small cell lung cancer: 

implications for cancer therapy 
University : Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam 
(co)Promotors : Giaccone G., Kruyt, F.A.E. and J.A. Rodriguez 
Date : 9 March 2007 
 
Name : van Dalen E.C. (AMC) 
Title : Anthracycline-induced cardiotoxicity during and after treatment for childhood 

cancer. Long-term risk, risk factors and prevention 
University : Universiteit van Amsterdam 
(co)Promotors : Caron H.N. and Kremer L.C.M. 
Date 
 
Name : Deurholt T. (AMC) 
Title : Development of an immortalised human hepatocyte cell line for the AMC bio-

artificial liver 
University : Universiteit van Amsterdam 
(co)Promotors : Oude Elferink R.P.J. , Chamuleau R.A.F.  and Hoekstra R. 
Date : 6 December 2007 
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Name : Genest P.-A. (NKI) 
Title : Analysis of the modified DNA base J and the J-binding proteins in Leishmania 
University : Universiteit van Amsterdam 
(co)Promotors : Borst P. 
Date : 3 July 2007 
 
Name : Gloerich J. (AMC) 
Title : Metabolic consequences of branched-chain fatty acid accumulation in health and 

disease 
University : Universiteit van Amsterdam 
(co)Promotors : Wanders R.J.A.  and Wirtz K.W.A. 
Date : 6 December 2007 
 
Name : Goemans B.F.  (VUmc) 
Title : Targeted therapy in pediatric AML 
University : Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam 
(co)Promotors : Kaspers G.J.L. and Roord J. 
Date : 6 July 2007 
 
Name : He Y (AMC) 
Title : Effects of tissue-specific inactivation of glutamine synthetase in the mouse 
University : Universiteit van Amsterdam 
(co)Promotors : Lamers W.H.  and Hakvoort T.B.M. 
Date : 4 December 2007 
 
Name : van Herwaarden (AMC) 
Title : Physiological and pharmacological roles of Cytochrome P450 3A and Breast Cancer 

Resistance Protein 
University : Universiteit van Amsterdam 
(co)Promotors : Borst P. and Schinkel A.H. 
Date : 12 June 2007 
 
Name : Jellema A.P. (VUmc) 
Title : Radiation-induced zerostomia in head and neck cancer patients 
University : Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam 
(co)Promotors : Slotman B.J. and Langendijk J.A. 
Date : 19 September 2007 
 
Name : Joerger M. (NKI) 
Title : Pharmacokinetic and pharmacogenetic profiling in solid cancer patients 
University : Universiteit Utrecht 
(co)Promotors : Schellens J.H.M., and Beijnen J.H. 
Date : 18 December 2007 
 
Name : Joshi U. (VUmc) 
Title : Assessment of PET imaging devices: the case of a LSO/NaI PET-SPECT prototype 
University :  Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam   
(co)Promotors : Hoekstra O.S. and van Lingen A. 
Date :  25 June 2007 
 
Name : Knipscheer P. (NKI) 
Title : Regulation of SUMO modification 
University : Erasmus Universiteit Rotterdam 
(co)Promotors : Sixma T.K. 
Date : 22 March 2007 
 
Name : Kodach L. (AMC) 
Title : The role of bone morphogenetic protein pathway in colorectal cancer 
University : Universiteit van Amsterdam 
(co)Promotors : Peppelenbosch M.P. and Hardwick J.H.C. 
Date : 14 December 2007 
 
Name : Kok H.P. (AMC) 
Title : Treatment planning for locoregional and intraluminal hyperthermia 
University : Universiteit van Amsterdam 
(co)Promotors : Koning C. E. and Crezee J. 
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Date : 24 April 2007 
 
Name : Komen J (AMC) 
Title : New insights in phytanic acid metabolism and toxicity 
University : Universiteit van Amsterdam 
(co)Promotors : Wanders R.J.A.  and Ferdinandusse S. 
Date : 12 December 2007 
 
Name : Lont A.P. (VUmc) 
Title : Refinements in the etiology and management of penile squamous cell carcinoma 
University : Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam 
(co)Promotors : Horenblas S. 
Date : 26 October 2007 
 
Name : Loupatty F. (AMC) 
Title : Branched chain amino acids: facts and defects 
University : Universiteit van Amsterdam 
(co)Promotors : Wanders  R.J.A. and Duran M. 
Date : 29 May 2007 
 
Name : Los A. (NKI) 
Title : Diacylglycerol kinase theta and zeta isoforms: Regulation of activity, protein 

binding 
University : Universiteit Leiden 
(co)Promotors : Moolenaar W.H.   
Date : 25 January 2007 
 
Name : Ludwig S. (VUmc) 
Title      : C-type lectins L-SIGN and DC-SIGN
University :  Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam  
(co)Promotors : Van Kooyk Y. 
Date :  20 September 2007 
 
Name : McDermott L. (NKI) 
Title : On radiotherapy dose verification with a flat-panel imager 
University : Universiteit van Amsterdam 
(co)Promotors : van Herk M.B. 
Date : 27 March 2007 
 
Name : van Meeteren L. (NKI)  
Title : Production of LPA by autotoxin and toxic phospholipases D 
University : Universiteit Leiden 
(co)Promotors : Moolenaar W.H. 
Date : 31 January 2007 
 
Name : Milano F. (AMC) 
Title : Developing novel stategies for treating eosophageal cancer: dendritic cells 

immunotherapy, T cell responses and an exploration of the tumor 
microenvironment 

University : Universiteit van Amsterdam 
(co)Promotors : Peppelenbosch M. P and Boeckxstaens G. E. E. 
Date : 9 October 2007 
 
Name : Paeßens L.C. (VUmc) 
Title : Hematopoietic antigen presenting cells in the human thymic cortex: Evidence for 

a role in selection and removal of apoptotic thymocytes. 
University :  Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam  
(co)Promotors : van Kooyk Y. 
Date :  2 October 2007 
 
 
Name : Piekarska K. (AMC) 
Title : The role of peroxisomal metabolism in virulence of Candida albicans 
University : Universiteit van Amsterdam 
(co)Promotors : Aerts J.M.F.G.  and Distel B.  
Date : 13 December 2007 
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Name : Repanas K. (NKI) 
Title : Structural and functional studies on the LINE-1 retrotransposon endonuclease 
University : Erasmus Universiteit Rotterdam 
(co)Promotors : Sixma T.K. 
Date : 20 September 2007 
 
Name : Stanulovic V. (AMC) 
Title : Regulation of glutamine synthetase gene expression in the liver 
University : Universiteit van Amsterdam 
(co)Promotors : Lamers W.H. and Hakvoort T. 
Date  20 December 2007 
 
Name : Temmink O.(VUmc) 
Title : Role of thymidine phosphorylase/platelet derived endothelial cell growth factor 

inhibition in the cytotoxicity of fluoropyrimidines 
University : Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam 
(co)Promotors : Peters G.J. and Fukushima M 
Date : 3 October 2007 
   
Name : Theodorou V. (NKI) 
Title : MMTV insertional mutagenesis in mouse mammary tumors: hunting novel cancer 

genes with an old tool 
University : Universiteit van Amsterdam 
(co)Promotors : Berns A.J.M. 
Date : 5 April 2007 
 
Name : van Til N. (AMC) 
Title : Lentiviral gene therapy for the treatment of inherited liver disease 
University : Universiteit van Amsterdam 
(co)Promotors : Oude Elferink R.P.J. and Seppen J. 
Date : 28 June 2007 
 
Name : Uitterhoeve A.L.J. (AMC) 
Title : Radiotherapy and Cisplatin: outcome of combined modality treatment in 

non-small cell lung cancer 
University : Universiteit van Amsterdam 
(co)Promotors : Koning Caro C. E. 
Date : 4 April 2007 
 
Name : Vink S. (NKI) 
Title : Alkylphospholipids combined with radiotherapy; translational studies 
University : Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam 
(co)Promotors : Verheij M. 
Date : 2 November 2007 
 
Name : Williams C. (AMC) 
Title : Pex5p and ubiquitin: Regulation of the PTS1 protein import receptor 
University : Universiteit van Amsterdam 
(co)Promotors : Aerts J.F.M.G.  and Diste B. 
Date : 9 November 2007 
 
Name : de Wit E. (NKI) 
Title : Computational analyses of genome-wide chromatin profiles in Drosophila 

melanogaster 
University : Universiteit van Amsterdam 
(co)Promotors : van Lohuizen M. 
Date : 1 November 2007 
 : 4 April 2007 
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Annex 4.  
Scientific publications 
 
1. Abdallah AM, Gey van Pittius NC, Champion 
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