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Preface 
 
The mission of the Oncology Graduate School 
Amsterdam (Onderzoekschool Oncologie 
Amsterdam – OOA) is to educate graduate students 
in basic and clinical cancer research, and to ensure 
proper supervision and mentoring of graduate 
students in the Amsterdam region. OOA’s graduate 
students are scientist-in-training who receive 
additional theoretical and practical education on 
various subjects related to cancer. 
 
OOA is a joint venture of the Netherlands Cancer 
Institute (Nederlands Kanker Instituut - NKI) and 
the medical faculaties VU Medical Center (VUmc) 
and Amsterdam Medical Center (AMC) of the Free 
University Amsterdam (Vrije Universiteit - VU) and 
the University of Amsterdam (Universiteit van 
Amsterdam- UvA), respectively. These 
organizations strive for excellence in research and 
education in oncology, the realization of which is 
promoted by their participation in OOA.  
 
The OOA research program ranges from basic 
molecular biology to clinical bedside research. It 
includes, for instance, fundamental studies on 
cellular signal transduction and the control of gene 
expression, but also clinical trials of new 
immunotherapeutic approaches and the 
development 

of new tools to evaluate the quality of life in 
cancer patients. OOA organizes a range of 
educational activities, including specialized 
training courses, meet-the-expert sessions and an 
annual graduate student retreat.  
 
This report describes the activities and scientific 
output of OOA in 2006. It includes detailed listings 
of our educational activities, such as training 
programs, and an overview of the scientific output, 
including listings of PhD theses completed and 
scientific papers published throughout the year 
2006. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Executive Directors, 
 
Prof.dr. G.A. Meijer (VU) 
Prof.dr. T.K. Sixma. (NKI) 
Prof.dr. J.P. Medema (UvA) 
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1.  Board and organization 
 

Board 
 
Prof.dr. A. Berns, chairman 
Prof.dr. S. Rodenhuis 
Prof.dr. H.M. Pinedo 
Prof.dr. P. Postmus 
Prof.dr. C.E.E. Konings 
Pof.dr.  D.J. Richel 
 
 
Executive directors 
 
Prof.dr. G.A. Meijer, chairman 
Prof.dr. T.K. Sixma 
Prof.dr. J.P. Medema  
 
 

Founding institutes 
 
Free University Amsterdam (VU)/ VU Medical 
Center (VUmc) 
Administrative center 
Contact / secretariat: dr. P. Keblusek 
De Boelelaan 1117 
1081 HV Amsterdam 
phone : 020-4444054 
fax : 020-4442964 
email : p.keblusek@vumc.nl 
 
University of  Amsterdam (UvA)/ Academic Medical 
Center (AMC)   
Contact / secretariat: dr. Y. Donselaar 
Meibergdreef 15 
1105 AZ  Amsterdam 
phone : 020-5668502 
fax : 020-5669165 
email : y.e.donselaar@amc.uva.nl 
 
Netherlands Cancer Institute. (NKI) 
Contact / secretariat: Ms. M. van der Velde 
Plesmanlaan 121 
1066 CX  Amsterdam 
phone : 020-5122015 
fax : 020-5122029 
email : m.vd.velde@nki.nl 
 
 
Faculty and staff 
 
The complete list of founding institutes’ faculty 
and staff involved in educational activities and 
research projects conducted by OOA is provide in 
Annex 1. 
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2.  General report 
 
Educational activities 
 
The core activity of OOA is training PhD students in 
conducting cancer research. For this purpose, OOA 
has developed a high-quality curriculum. In 2006, 
OOA organized various graduate training courses 
and also the Annual Graduate Student Retreat.  
 
All courses were evaluated by means of standard 
evaluation procedures. In this way, OOA carefully 
monitors the quality of its courses. Based on the 
outcome of these evaluations, the training 
programs are being improved continuously. 
 
A detailed description of all training courses 
offered in 2006 is provided in chapter 3 of this 
Annual Report. 
 
 
Research program 
 
Research projects at OOA’s institutes can be 
clustered under two main themes. The theme 
'Experimental biology' covers 'Oncogenesis' and 
'Tumor cell biology' as the main lines of research. 
The second main theme is 'Experimental clinical 
research' and covers 'Diagnosis of cancer' and 
'Prevention and therapy of cancer'. Chapter 4 
provides listings of all individual PhD projects 
conducted within these main themes. More 
detailed descriptions of these research programs 
and their output are provided in the annual reports 
of the founding institutes. 
 
 
Theme 1: Experimental biology 
 
The development of cancer is frequently 
associated with aberrations in cell signaling and 
signal transduction pathways. Transformation of a 
normal cell into a fully malignant cell requires 
multiple (sequential) genetic alterations affecting 
key genes controlling essential cellular pathways 
involved in cell division, proliferation, and 
apoptosis. Studying the genes and proteins 
involved in these pathways should result in a 
better understanding of the processes of 
tumorigenesis and tumor progression and should 
contribute to the development of novel diagnostic 
tools and better treatment strategies. 
 
By applying innovative research tools, novel 
components of the major cancer-relevant 
pathways may be discovered. Tools applied in 
research projects include high-throughput methods 
for genetic, epigenetic, transcriptomic and 
proteomic analyses. Examples are gain-of-function 

genetic screens with retroviral cDNA expression 
libraries, and loss-of-function genetic screens with 
RNA interference libraries. In addition, advanced 
mouse models have been developed for the genetic 
dissection of cancer.  
 
At the cellular level, processes like cell-cell 
communication, cell-cell adhesion, cell migration 
and proliferation are being studied. Metastasis, the 
spread of tumor cells to distant sites in the body, 
is the main cause of cancer lethality. The 
mechanisms of metastasis of lymphomas and 
carcinomas are being investigated in the research 
projects. 
 
The ‘viral oncogenesis projects’ focus the role of 
human papilloma viruses (HPVs) and Epstein-Barr 
virus (EBV) in the development of human cancers, 
like anogenital cancers (i.e. cervical cancer), head 
and neck cancer and lymphomas. Virus-induced 
oncogenesis is investigated using both in vitro 
models and clinically well-defined patient tumer 
samples. Viral and host markers are being tested in 
screening and clinical trials for their capability to 
assess the risk associated with the development of 
cancer. These markers have increased sensitivity 
and specificity compared to currently used 
methods. 
 
 
Theme 2: Experimental clinical 
research 
 
This theme focuses on the identification of new 
methods for the diagnosis, prognosis and 
individualized treatment of cancer. Early detection 
of cancer greatly increases the chance of a 
favorable outcome. 
The emerging and rapidly growing fields of 
molecular imaging and genomics provide new 
opportunities to study the unique biology of a 
specific malignant disease in an individual patient. 
Combining an integrated research approach with 
clinical data collection and evaluation allows for 
the development of highly valuable indicators for 
the diagnosis and prediction of disease outcome in 
the individual patient. In our research, modern 
state-of-the-art CT and MRI machines enable 
imaging of anatomical details with high precision. 
In addition, imaging techniques like SPECT, PET, 
PET-CT and MRI, provide non-invasive methods to 
obtain unique molecular and biological information 
at the tissue level in vivo. For the purpose of 
molecular imaging studies, novel reporter probes 
are being developed and evaluated in (pre)clinical 
studies. In addition, by using the (advanced) mouse 
models available at the OOA institutes, new 
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clinical strategies for molecular imaging are being 
developed. 
High-throughput tools are being applied to 
measure genetic variation and improve the criteria 
for disease classification. These tools include 
expression micro-arrays and CGH arrays for human 
and mouse studies. Quantitative mass 
spectrometry is being applied in the search for 
proteins capable of distinguishing between 
diseased and disease-free states with high 
sensitivity and specificity. The newly identified 
proteins may be used as specific cancer markers 
for routine non-invasive tests.   
 
Cancer therapy is another important focus within 
this theme. This program includes research lines 
focused on targeted therapy, both by medical and 
radiotherapeutic means.  Patient-tailored therapy 
should ensure that the benefits of a treatment are 
optimized and that patients who are unlikely to 
benefit, are spared the side-effects of treatment.  
The research projects include preclinical 
evaluation and clinical application of the new 
generation of molecular targeted therapies and 
anti-angiogenic agents against novel cellular 
targets in the tumor and its environment. The 
pharmacological optimization of conventional 
cytotoxic drugs is another line of research that is 
being studied.  
The theme “Experimental clinical research” also 
focuses on passage of the blood-brain barrier by 
drugs. Inadequate passage of the blood-brain 
barrier is generally considered a major cause of 
the lack of efficacy of systemic chemotherapy 
against intracranial malignancies. 
Yet another research line is focused on immune 
therapy. New immunotherapeutic approaches for 
the treatment of malignant disorders are being 
investigated. The impact of vaccination in the 
adjuvant and primary treatment settings is being 
explored.  
Projects focused on radiotherapy and surgery is 
directed at the clinical implementation and 
optimization of 4-dimensional, image-guided 
approaches to improve local disease control by 
radiation treatment and to reduce toxicity to 
normal tissue.  
In the gene therapy area, clinical trials are 
evaluating gene therapy in malignancy with the 
current focus on optimal targeting of tumors and 
improving viral vector efficacy. 
 
 
PhD projects and students  
Overall, 314 PhD projects were actively elaborated 
throughout 2006. A total number of 47 PhD 
students obtained their PhD degree in 2006. The 
names of the PhD students at the three OOA 
institutes and the projects in which they 
participated are listed in chapter 4. Of all PhD 
projects, 20% was funded by the participating 
institutes themselves (primary funding ; ‘eerste 
geldstroom'); 20% was financed by public funds 
(secondary funding; 'tweede geldstroom') and 61% 
by private (including cancer charity) and industrial 

funds (tertiary/quaternary funding; 'derde / vierde 
geldstroom'). 
 
 
International visitors  
 
Training of PhD students can be stimulated and 
enhanced by having scientific interactions between 
students and foreign experts operating in the field 
of the students’ research projects. OOA is part of a 
large international network of cancer researchers 
and, therefore, international guests from other 
research institutes visit OOA’s institutes frequently 
to interact with OOA students and staff. 
Throughout 2006, we welcomed 70 international 
experts in various settings (Annex 2). 
 
 
Awards 
 
Several PhD students and staff of the OOA 
institutes won prestigious awards and honors – 
scientific or otherwise – in 2006. Chapter 5 
provides a listing of these awards and honors.  
 
 
Scientific publications 
 
Scientific output of OOA’s research efforts takes 
shape mainly as scientific papers published in the 
literature and PhD theses produced by PhD 
students at the end of their training. A total of 47 
students completed and defended their PhD thesis 
and obtained their PhD degree in 2006. Annex 3 
provides the complete list of PhD students who 
obtained their degree in 2006 with details of their 
theses and graduation.   
 
In 2006, the scientific output of the three 
institutes participating in OOA was again very 
impressive. It was a productive year with 
important new findings and scientific publications 
that received widespread recognition and were 
published in top scientific journals. A total of 950 
publications have been published (with 
participation) by researchers from the three 
institutes combined. Of these, 31 papers were 
published jointly by researchers from different 
participating institutes in OOA. Annex 4 provides 
the complete list of scientific publications in 2006.  
 
 
Facilities 
 
Several events at the founding institutes have 
affected the activities of OOA in a positive way in 
2006. Early in the year, the VUmc Institute for 
Cancer and Immunology (V-ICI) and the Cancer 
Center Amsterdam (CCA) merged into CCA/V-ICI. 
CCA/V-ICI is now one of the five research institutes 
within the VU University Medical Center. CCA/V-ICI 
was established to integrate all research efforts in 
oncology and immunology. Many researchers of this 
institute are based in the CCA research building 
that was opened officially on June 19, 2006. It 
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provides state-of-the-art facilities which will 
enhance the conduct of modern cancer research 
and improve scientific output, both in qualitative 
and quantitative terms. The new research facilities 
bring together under one roof several oncology 
research groups, promoting collaboration and 
cross-fertilization. One of the aims of CCA-V-ICI is 
to build bridges between clinical and preclinical 
research and thus promote the conduct of 
translational cancer research.  
 
In 2006 at the AMC, a major effort has been the 
integration of seven individual research institutes 
into one combined insitute, the AMC Research 
Institute, enabling closer cooperation between 
research groups. On April 13, 2006, the Executive 
Board of AMC installed the AMC Research Council / 
AMC Research Institute.  
 
At the NKI, the renovated auditorium was opened. 
The auditorium, which seats 300, provides the NKI 
a with a state-of-the-art facility for seminars, 
courses and scientific meetings. In addition, the 
former clinical building will be completely 
renovated and transformed into a modern research 
building in the course of 2007. 
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3. Educational activities  
 
 
 
In line with its mission, i.e. providing graduate 
students education in oncology research, OOA 
organizes several advanced courses in the field of 
oncology annually. The educational program is 
drawn up by the Board of Directors based upon 
evaluations of previous courses, contemporary 
developments in cancer research, and educational 
needs expressed by PhD students as well as 
initiatives from the OOA faculty. OOA offers 
courses focused on a wide variety of topics. 
As a follow-up to the recommendations by the site 
visit committee in 2002, the number of clinically 
oriented courses has been increased since. 
 
In 2006, eight courses were organized. Courses are 
usually restricted to about 15-20 graduate students 
to ensure optimal interaction between students 
and faculty. Courses are advertised on the OOA 
website and announced by e-mail to the PhD 
students. 
Focus of the courses ranged from anatomy and 
microscopy to histopathology of mouse and human 
tumors, and from discovery and expression 
regulation of cancer genes to proteomics. Courses 
included lectures given by (inter)national experts, 
demonstrations and practical training. In addition, 
the Annual Graduate Student Retreat was 
organized again in 2006.  
 
Besides the specialized oncological courses 
metioned below, the graduate students followed 
several general courses such as courses on 
biostatistics and epidemiology, on laboratory 
animal technology and on writing and 
(poster)presentations techniques in scientific 
English. These courses were organized by the AMC, 
VUmc and NKI. 
 
 
Discovery of cancer genes and 
networks in model organisms 
Organization: Dr. F. van Leeuwen 
  Dr. J. Jonker 
Date:  31 January – 10 February  
Location: NKI 
 
The aim of the course ‘discovery of cancer genes 
and networks in model organisms’ is to give an in-
depth view of how model organisms are invaluable 
for understanding problems involved in human 
disease. The course will exist of presentations by 9 
or 10 national and international speakers who will 
discuss their work with you after the seminar. 
Papers selected by the speakers were studied in 
detail and discussed the papers in literature 
discussions groups before the seminars. 
 

A total of 14 OOA PhD students participated in the 
course. The evaluation rate of the course was very 
good (8.3, scale 1-10). 
 
Stem cell differentiation 
Organization: Dr. G.J. Schuurhuis 
  Dr. F.J. van Millegen  
Date:  16 – 18 January 
Location: VUmc 
 
Stem cell research and its applications in patient 
care are a rapidly emerging field. In this first 
course on stem cells, both the normal stem cell, its 
prevalence in different tissues and its application 
in both tissue engineering and anticancer therapy, 
and the malignant stem cell were covered. 
Theoretical backgrounds and practical implications 
were taught, and therefore demonstrations, 
practical work and lectures were all part of course  
 
A total number of 16 PhD students (15 OOA PhD 
students) participated in the course. The overall 
evaluation rate was 7.5 (scale 1-10). 
 
 
Anatomy of the mouse 
Organization:  Prof.dr. R. van Noorden  
  Prof.dr. W. Lamers 
Date:  21 – 24 March  
Location: AMC  
 
Most biomedical PhD students perform animal 
experiments at some stage of their research 
career, but most students have never received 
practical instructions with respect to the anatomy, 
histology and pathological anatomy of 
experimental animals. For this reason, 
experimental animals are usually not subjected to 
a thorough and systematic inspection to assess 
whether, besides the local (expected) effects in 
the organ(s) under study, other organs are affected 
as well. 
This annual course aims at providing insight(s) into 
the anatomy and histology of the mouse, presently 
the most frequently used animal species in cancer 
research. In addition, the course focused on the 
recognition of pathological changes in the mouse. 
During the course each student dissected either a 
male or a female mouse, to become acquainted 
with the topographic anatomy of this species. The 
microscopy part of the course focused on studying 
the architecture of normal and pathologically 
altered mouse tissues. During the practical part, 
recognition of cell and tissue types, and changes in 
architecture of tissues as a result of pathological 
processes, were studied microscopically. 
In addition to standard staining techniques, 
functional staining techniques were demonstrated. 
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A total of 31 students participated in the course 
(23 PhD students form the OOA, and 8 Master 
Oncology students).  
The evaluation rate of the course was a 7.9 (scale 
1-10). 
In the footsteps of Antoni van 
Leeuwenhoek 
Organization: Prof.dr. C.J.F. van Noorden  
  Prof.dr. G.A. Meijer  
  Prof.dr. P. Peters  
Date:  6 – 16 June  
Location: AMC, NKI, VUmc 
 
This six-day course covered a wide range of 
aspects of microscopy, starting with the basic 
principles of microscopy, preparation and staining 
methods of microscopic specimens, quantitative 
analysis of microscopic images, electron 
microscopy techniques and confocal laser scanning 
microscopy. 
Lectures were given by international experts in the 
various fields of microscopy. Hands-on sessions 
related to all aspects of microscopy were also part 
of the course. 
 
A total of 20 PhD students participated in the 
course. The overall evaluation rate was 4.1 (scale 
1-5) 
 
 
Protein structure and function 
Organization: Prof.dr. T. Sixma  
  Dr. A Perrakis  
Date:  29 September – 6 October  
Location: NKI 
 
Understanding the function of macromolecules - 
proteins, nucleic acids, et cetera - in the cell and 
deregulation that is the cause of cancer, is 
significantly enhanced by studying of the structure 
of macromolecules and their complexes in detail. 
The ability to map interactions back to atomic 
detail, to describe the effect of mutations, and to 
provide mechanistic insight are unique to this 
field. 
The overall aim of this course was to teach 
molecular biologists how to use available structural 
information in their own research. This course 
provided an understanding of the principles of 
protein structure determination and an overview of 
complementary biophysical techniques that aid in 
studying protein mechanisms. This was presented 
in a series of lectures by experts, with introductory 
technical lectures and time to discuss issues 
afterwards. The course included a number of 
practical and literature session in which each 
student concentrated on known protein structures 
that are of relevance to their own research.  
 
A total of 15 students participated in the course. 
The overall evaluation rate was 8.0 (scale 1-10). 
 
 
Annual Graduate Student Retreat 
Organization: Prof.dr. T. Sixma 

  M. Van der Velde  
  S. Boonen 
Time:  11 – 13 October 
Location: Texel 
 
A highlight of the educational program is the 
Annual Graduate Student Retreat.  This three-day 
retreat focuses entirely on research conducted by 
the graduate students themselves. At the retreat, 
students not only present their work as a poster in 
the first year of their participation and as an oral 
presentation in subsequent years, they are also in 
charge of chairing sessions, discussions. In recent 
years, students participated in peer review of 
presentations given by others in order to award the 
prize for the best poster and best presentation. In 
this manner, the retreat trains important skills in 
presentation and interaction but it also provides an 
overview of research conducted within OOA at an 
early stage of the student’s career, contributing 
significantly to the interaction between different 
groups. 
 
A total of 81students participated this retreat.  
 
 
Oncogenomics and proteomics: A 
sampler dish of techniques and 
applications 
Organization: Dr. B. Ylstra 
  Dr. C. Jimenez. 
Time:  6 – 9 September 
Location: VUmc  
 
With the advent of high-throughput genome and 
proteome analysis including array and mass 
spectrometry technologies we are now able to 
study the human genome at a higher resolution 
than ever before and on a high-throughput 
manner. Research in this field is rapidly expanding 
and will have a large impact on our understanding 
of the prognosis and diagnosis of cancer. The 
course is designed to survey the development and 
application of post-genomic techniques for 
investigations of the human genome in relation to 
cancer from three elementary perspectives: DNA, 
RNA and protein. 
PhD  students could sign up for the theoretical 
and/or practical course.  
 
A total of 84 students participated the theoretical 
part and 20 students the practical part of the 
course. The overall evaluation rate was 7.5 (scale 
1-10). 
 
 
Histopathology of tumors 
Organization: Dr. N. van Grieken  
  Dr. E. Thunissen 
Date:  21 and 27 November, 4 December  
Location: VUmc  
 
Many research projects focus on tumor biology in 
order to predict survival or therapy response, using 
DNA-, RNA- or protein-based tests. Also, 
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understanding biological mechanisms of a tumor 
may reveal new targets for future treatment. For 
this reason many PhD students in cancer research 
have a background of molecular biology and often 
little knowledge of clinical behavior of tumors or 
histological tumor characteristics. Although the 
number of clinical applications of molecular tests 
are rapidly increasing, in daily practice 
histopathological examination of tissue (together 
with imaging) still is the gold standard for diagnosis 
and staging of most tumors. In addition, the choice 
of treatment largely depends on 
clinicopathological variables.  
Aim of the course was to give a basic introduction 
in the diverse histology of malignant tumors and 
their precursor lesions. Microscopical structures, 
growth patterns, grading and staging systems, and 
different cell types present in selected tumor 
types were explained and discussed by 6 
pathologists each specialized in the particular field 
of interest.  
 
A total of 15 OOA PhD students participated in the 
course. The overall evaluation rate was 4.5 (scale 
1-5) 
 
 
Biology of colorectal cancer risk 
Organization: Dr. R. Fijneman 
  Prof.dr. G.A. Meijer 
Time:  11 and 12 December  
Location: VUmc 
 
Colorectal cancer (CRC) is the second leading 
cause of cancer death in the Netherlands, as in 
most of the western world. Colon adenomas, the 
precursor lesions of CRC, have a high prevalence 
(30%) in the population over 60 years of age, while 
only 5% of these adenomas progress to carcinomas. 
Early diagnosis of non-malignant lesions is one 
realistic approach to reduce CRC mortality rates. 
Current developments in colon cancer research 
broaden our view on colon tumor development, 
and improve our capabilities to estimate an 
individual’s colon cancer risk. In this course, we 
discussed: (i) what molecular mechanisms affect 
colon tumor development? (ii) what genetic factors 
increase colorectal cancer risk? 
 
A total of 14 students participated in the course. 
The overall evaluation rate was 8.1 (scale 1-10). 
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4. PhD research program  
 
This chapter describes the PhD projects conducted within the two main themes of the OOA research programs, 
with the names of the PhD students involved and their supervisor(s). Graduate students who obtained their PhD 
degree in 2006 are marked by means of an asterisk added to their name. 
 
Funding 
1 Financed by OOA institute (“eerste geldstroom”) 
2 Financed by public funds (“tweede geldstroom”) 
3-4 Financed by private funds (“derde / vierde geldstroom”) 
 
 
Theme 1 Experimental Biology 
 
     
Name Title of the project Supervisor(s) Start Funding 

 
Cell Biology (NKI) 
 

J.I. van den Bout The role of α3β1 integrin in the development and 
pathofysiology of the glomeralus 

Sonnenberg 2000 3 

S. Ellenbroek Tiam1/Rac signaling and wnt/beta-catenin-induced 
tumorigenicity 

Collard 2004 3 

A. Hajdo-
Milasinovic 

Ras en Rho signaling networks and epithelial-
mesenchymal transition 

Collard 2001 3 

S. Huveneers Cooperation between the SRC oncogene and integrin  
αvβ3 in oncogenic transformations of epithelial cells 

Danen 2003 3 

M. Ketema Analysis of the function of a novel nuclear envolope 
protein, nesprin 3 in anchoring the nucleus to the 
intermediate filament system 

Sonnenberg 2005 2 

M. Langeslag* Signalling function of membrane potential Jalink 2000 1 

S. Litjens* The role of the integrin  a6b4 in signal transduction 
controlling cell proliferation 

Sonnenberg 1999 1 

C. Margadant Generation of a mouse model for EBS-MD Sonnenberg 2006 4 

J. Meijer Role of the chemokine SDF-1 and its receptor CXCR4 in 
carcinoma and melanoma metastasis 

Roos 2003 3 

S. Mertens Initiation and progression of lymphomas and skin 
carcinogenesis in Tiam1 mutant mice 

Collard 2001 3 

J. van Rheenen* Localized phosphoinositide signals Jalink  2000 2 

T. Rygiel Function based screening for genes involved in invasion of 
epithelial tumor cells 

Collard 2002 3 

N. Sachs Function of integrin-CD151 complexes in tumor cell 
invasion and metastasis 

Sonnenberg 2004 3 

 
Cellular Biochemistry (NKI) 
 

C. Berkers Chemistry-based functional proteomics, new tools for 
cancer biology 

Oova 2004 1 

F. Frederiks The role of histone methylation in the regulation of gene 
expression 

van Leeuwen 2004 4 
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Name Title of the project Supervisor(s) Start Funding 

A. Houben Autotaxin, a cecreted lyso PLD: role in tumor progression Moolenaar 2006 3 

A. Los Role of diacylglycerol kinases in cell cycle progression and 
cytoskeletal organisation 

van Blitterswijk/ 
Moolenaar 

2000 3 

L. van Meeteren LPA receptors: signaling,migration and proliferation Moolenaar 2001 3 

B. Ponsioen LPA receptor signaling Moolenaar 2003 3 

A. van Rossum* Contactin couples dynamic actin networks to cell 
migration and breast cancer 

Moolenaar 1998 3 

K. Verzijlbergen The role of histone methylation in gene silencing and 
transcriptional memory 

van Leeuwen 2005 2 

L. van Zeijl Cell-cell connexin signalling: suppression of cell 
transformation 

Moolenaar 2000 3 

 
Immunology (NKI) 
 

A.H. Bakker Analysis and manipulation of tumor specific T cell 
immunity 

Schumacher 2002 2 

A.D. Bins Melanoma-specific Tcell immunity in advanced-stage 
melanoma patients  

Borst 2001 1 

M. Coccoris Dissecting virus-specific cytotoxic T cell immunity Kruisbeek 2000 2 

C. Gerlach Cellular barcoding and dissection of T cell differentiation Schumacher 2005 1 

M. Heideman Role of translesion DNA synthesis in Immunity and Cancer 
Development 

Borst 2005 2 

J. van Heijst Tracing lineage relationships by cellular barcoding Schumacher 2004 3 

A. Jorritsma Analysis of vaccine-induced melanoma specific T-cell 
immunity: a combined human + mouse study 

Haanen 2002 3 

A.M. Keller Cellular and molecular basis of effector and memory T 
cell responses 

Borst 2002 1 

P. Krijger The role of post replication repair in lymphoma 
development an somatic hypermutation 

Jacobs 2006 2 

P. Langerak Complementation tagging and lymphocyte development Borst 2003 4 

C. Maas Apoptosis signalling of BH3-only protein Bid, mechanisms 
of action and modes 

Borst 2004 3 

K. Oosterhuis Treatment of HPB positive penicle and cervical cancer by 
introduction of NPV7 special TCI 

Schumacher 2006 2 

V. Peperzak The role of CD27/CD70-retulated cell survival in shaping 
effector and memory T cell responses 

Borst 2004 2 

K. Schepers* Molecular analysis of the cytotoxic T cell response  Kruisbeek/ 
Schumacher 

1999 1 

S. Schnell* Control of T-cell differentiation Berns 2003 4 

E. Veraar TNF ligands in cancer: CD70 Borst 2006 4 

I. Verbrugge Tumor therapy with ionizing radiation and death ligand 
Trail efficacy and key mol. determinants 

Borst/ Verheij 2004 3 

M. Witte Induction of T-cell immunity through adoptive transfer of 
T cell receptors 

Borst 2003 2 

 
Molecular Biology (NKI) 
 

M. Aarts High-throughput gene modification by single-stranded 
DNA oligonucleotides 

Te Riele 2004 4 
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R. Drost Therapy responses of BRCA-mutated tumors and role of 
PALB2 in mammary tumorigenesis 

Jonkers 2005 3 

B. Evers Mammary tumorigenesis in conditional tumor suppressor 
gene knockout mice 

Berns 2003 2 

F. Foijer* Specific and redundant functions of the retinoblastoma 
suppressor gene family in growth control and 
differentiation 

Te Riele 
 

2000 3 

P.-A. Genest Function of a new modified base in DNA,  β-D-glucosy- 
hydroxymethyluracil (J) and its interaction with proteins 

Borst 2001 2 

T. Vormer The identification of oncogenic events collaborating with 
loss of function of the retinoblastoma gene family in 
tumor development and progression 

Te Riele 2003 3 

B. van de 
Weerdt* 

Checkpoint function in mitosis  Medema 2001 2 

E. Wielders Subtle gene modification to study the role of the 
mismatch repair complex Msh2/Msh5 in mutation avoid 

Te Riele 2004 3 

Z.-J. Yu Function of a new modified base in DNA,  β-D-glucosy- 
hydroxymethyluracil (J) and its interaction with proteins 

Borst 2001 2 

W. van Zon Control of Mitosis by regulated protein destruction Wolthuis 2004 1 

 
Molecular Carcinogenesis (NKI) 
 

M. Epping Molecular basis of anti-cancer activity of HDAC inhibitors Bernards 2002 4 

A. Fabius Molecular barcode screens to identify genetic interactions 
with protein kinases in mammalian cells 

Beijersbergen 2004 3 

A.C. Faesen 3D repertoire Sixma 2005 2 

M. Creyghton* Dephosphorylations of retinoblastoma family proteins by 
PP2A 

Bernards 2000 3 

E. Geutjes The role of deubiquitinating enzymes in apoptotic 
signalling pathways 

Bernards 2006 2 

P. Knipscheer Crystal structure determination of the components of an 
E2/E3 ligase ubiquitination system involved in cell cycle 
control 

Sixma 1999 2 

R. Kortlever Senescencerescue screens  Bernards 2002 1 

H.J. Kuiken HCD/HT using RNAi technology Bernards 2005 4 

J. Mullenders High throughput functional screens for stable loss-of-
function phenotypes 

Bernards 2003 3 

F. Mattiroli Structural and functional analysis of a novel E3 ubiquitin 
ligase consisting of the pcp’s BMI1 and ING1B 

Sixma 2006 3 

G. Natrajan* Structural studies of DNA Mismatch repair Sixma 1999 2 

J. Nijwening Development & application of shRNA in cell based 
screening technologies 

Bernards 2005 4 

K. Repanas Function structure studies of components of the lines 
retroposition machinery 

Perrakis 2001 2 

A. Reumer LI & Alu elements: Structural and functional analysis of 
human non-LTR retrotransposons 

Sixma 2005 2 

M. Vargas Structural analysis of the mechanism of ubiquitin 
conjugation 

Sixma 2004 2 

 
Molecular Genetics (NKI) 
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A. Alendar Identificaiton of the PIM regulatory network by micro 
array analysis and high through put retroviral tagging 

Berns 2002 3 

E. Boutsma Functional analysis of BMI-ring finger interacting proteins 
and application of microarray technology to identify BMI-
1 response genes 

Bernards 2000 3 

U. Braunschweig Genome-wide analysis of chromatin structure van Lohuizen 2005 2 

S. Bruggeman Characterisation of oncogenic potential and mechanism 
of gene repression of TBX2 

van Lohuizen 2003 3 

T.Geiger Oncogenic function of human DRIL1 Berns 2003 3 

T. Kuilman Novel functional genomic screens to identify pathways 
that protect mouse & human cells against oncogenic 
transformation by mutant RAS 

Berns 2003 2 

C. Michaloglou Senescence-like replicative arrest in melanocytic naevi: a 
melanoma-suppressive mechanism? 

Peeper 2003 1 

E.H.M. van 
Montfort 

Development of a mouse model to study the genetic basis 
of malignant mesothelioma 

Berns 2000 3 

M. Smit The role of the neurotrophic tyrosine kinase receptor Berns 2005 3 

P. Taghavi Functional analysis of MBI1-ring finger interacting 
proteins and application of microarray technology to 
identify BMI1-responsive genes 

van Lohuizen 2000 3 

V. Theodorou Cloning of novel mammary tumor progression and 
metastasis genes 

Hilkens 2001 2 

J. van der Torre Novel factors involved in chromosome end protection by 
telomeres 

Berns 2006 3 

Y. van der 
Velden 

The role of lkB1 in tissue morphogenesis and cancer 
zebrafish 

Haramis 2006 2 

J. Vissers Regulation of histone H2A monoubiquitination by Ring 
1b/Bmi1 and USP3 in DNA damage respons 

van Lohuizen 2006 4 

L. Vredeveld The role and mechanism of escape from Ras induced 
senescence in oncogenesis 

Peeper 2002 3 

 
Tumor Biology (NKI) 
 

R. Bernad* Identification of specific transport pathways through the 
nuclear pore complex 

Fornerod  2001 2 

J. Drost Identification and characterization of human tumor 
suppressor genes in the p53 pathway 

Agami 2005 3 

J. van Duijse Genome wide screens for DNA-damage check point in 
human cells 

Agami 2005 4 

A. Duursma Activated proteolosis in response to DNA damage Agami 2001 1 

D. Engelsma Synthetic transport signals to predict and regulate 
nucleocytoplasmic transport 

Fornerod 2002 1 

A. Griekspoor* The peptide transport TAP inhibitor US6 as a lead to 
generate novel drug transporter inhibitors 

Neefjes  2000 1 

T. Groothuis* Characterization of SNARES involved in degranulation of 
human CTLs 

Peters  2000 2 

J. Hendriksen Role of the nuclear pore complex in β-type catenin 
nuclear signalling 

Fornerod 2001 2 

T. van den 
Hoorn 

Defining the MHC class II microdomain to understand 
immune responses 

Neefjes 2004 3 
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D. Houben Pathways of antigen presentation by CD1 a,b and c Peters 2006 2 

B. Kalverda The role of RamBP3 in beta cetenin dependent nuclear 
signaling and oncogenesis 

Fornerod 2004 3 

M. Kedde Studying tumorigenesi using RNAi Neefjes 2003 3 

R. Nagel Genome wide search for DNA damage checkpoint 
functions in humans 

Neefjes 2005 4 

J. Neijssen Peptidases and improving the MHC class I response Neefjes 2002 2/1 

B. Pang Manipulation of phagosomal pathways Neefjes 2006 2 

P. Paul Drugs for therapy Neefjes 2006 2 

J. Pierson EG immunoprion immunological and structural studies of 
prion diversities 

Peters 2006 4 

N. Rocha Structure elucidation of cord7 and complexe Neefjes 2001 1 

C. le Sage Activated proteolysis, a novel rapid resopnse to DNA 
damage 

Agami 2002 2 

I. Salomon Microban Neefjes 2005 4 

Y. Souwer The role of HLA-DO and HLA-DM in effective MHC class II 
mediated immune activation 

van Ham/ Neefjes 2001 2 

A. Zwaagstra Identification of novel mammary tumor progressions 
genes 

Hilkens 2005 3 

W. Zwart Molecular basis of resistance to anti-estrogens Michalides 2003 1 

 
Clinical Genetics (VUmc)  
 

N. Ameziane Role of Fanconi anemia genes in familial and sporadic 
breast cancer 

Joenje/Pals 2004 2 

S. Bakker The Achillesheel of tumours with the Fanconi anemia 
phenotype 

Joenje/te Riele 2005 1 

E.  Blom* 
 

Structuur en functie van Fanconi anemie genen Arwert / Joenje 2000 1 

C.J. Dommering Retinoblastoom en erfelijkheid Meijers 2006 1 

F. Léveillé* Cloning and characterization of the Fanconi anemia genes 
FANCE and/or FANCF 

de Winter / 
Joenje 

1999 3 

P. van der Lelij The role of sister chromatid cohesion in the maintenance 
of genetic stability 

Joenje / de 
Winter 

2006 1 

 
Medical Oncology (VUmc) 
 

B.G. Molenkamp Immunomodulation of the melanoma sentinel lymph node de Gruijl 2004  3 

J.J. Lindenberg Adenovirus-based and CD40-targeted in vivo tumor 
vaccination 

de Gruijl 2006  2 

 
Molecular Cellbiology and Immunology (VUmc) 
 

E.M. van Beek SIRP-alpha-CD47 interactions in viral and tumor immunity van den Berg 2003  1 

G. van der Bij Role of macrophages in peritoneal and liver metastasis van Egmond / 
Beelen 

2003 1 

S.J. Oosterling* Prevention of metastases outgrowth after surgery of 
primary colon carcinoma 
 
 

Meijer/Beelen/ 
van Egmond 

2006 1 / 3 
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Name Title of the project Supervisor(s) Start Funding 

 
Obstetrics and Gynaecology (VUmc) 
 

B. Hermsen Risk assessment and preventive measures in women at 
high risk of developing breast and ovarian cancer 

von Mensdorff-
Pouilly / 
Kenemans 

2002 4 
 

M.E. Nowee Oncogenic factors in ovarian and tubal carcinoma Verheijen 2002 4 

 
Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery and Pathology (VUmc) 
 

J.F. Bremmer Diagnosis and therapy of genetically altered mucosal 
lesions in the oral cavity and oropharynx 

van der Waal / 
Brakenhoff 

2002 1 

P.K.E. Börjesson Detection and therapy of head and neck cancer with 
radiolabeled anti-CD44v6 monoclonal antibodies 

van Dongen /  
de Bree 

2000   1 

A.P. Graveland Molecular diagnostis of head and neck squamous cell 
carcinoma (HNSCC) 

Brakenhoff 2005 3 

M. Moreno Study of MUC1 as a target for the immunotherapy of 
patients with breast and ovarian carcinomas 

Von Mensdorff-
Pouilly / Scheper 

2004 1 

S. Smeets Multi-step head and neck cancinogenesis Brakenhoff 2003 1 

B.M. Schaaij-
Visser 

A quantitative proteone progression model for squamous 
cell cancer 

Brakenhoff 2004 4 

H.J.T. van 
Zeeburg 

Innovative therapies of precancerous lesions in the oral 
cavity and oropharynx 

Brakenhoff 2004 1 

 
Pathology (VUmc) 
 

L.J.W. Bosch Methylation for Early Coloractal Cancer Detection Meijer  2005 4 

N.W.J. Bulkman HPV-BOB Snijders / Meijer 2001 2 

S.A.G.M. 
Cillessen 

Functional analysis of apoptosis signaling pathways in B-
cell lymphomas 

Oudejans / Meijer 2003 3 

J. van Galen Polycomb expression in normal human lymphocyte 
development 

Meijer / Oudejans 2002 4 

A. Hardebol Functional characterization of chromosome 20q amplified 
genes suitable for CRC screening 

Meijer  2005 4 

F.E. Henken Defining the essential molecular pathways involved in 
cervical carcinogenesis 

Snijders 2005 1 

A.T. Hesselink HPV quantification in cervical smears: consequences for 
screening and management of women with equivocal 
cervical smears 

Snijders / Meijer 2002 1 

P.A.J. Krijnen Epstein-Barr virus LMP1,2 specific immunoreactivity and 
immunotherapy in Hodgkin's Disease 

Middeldorp 2005  3 

D. Rijkaart Stratifying high-risk HPV positive women for risk of CIN 3 
and cervical carcinoma by HPV transcript analysis 

Snijders / Meijer 2006 3 

R.M. Overmeer TSLC1 silencing, a marker for risk assessment of cervical 
cancer 

Meijer 2005 3 

R. van de Ven ABC Transporters in dendritic cell function Scheffer /  
de Gruijl 

2003  3 

J. de Wilde Cervical carcinogenesis: unraveling of the multistep 
pathways using well-defined clinical material and in vitro 
cell culture model systems 

Snijders / 
Steenbergen 

2002 1 

M. de Wit Molecular imaging of colorectal cancer Meijer / Fijneman 2006 4 
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Cell Biology & Histology (AMC-UvA) 
 

J.M.E.D.Gillis When protein degradation fails Reits/ van 
Noorden 

2005 2 

H.A.G. Krol Role of peptidases in polyglutamine disorders Reits/ van 
Noorden 

2004 1 

P. Krawczyk Double strands DNA breaks and their repair Aten/ van 
Noorden 

2003 3 

 
Center for Experimental Molecular Medicine  (AMC-UvA) 
 

J.W. van Baal* Proteomics and expression-arrays for solving molecular 
mechanisms involved in the metaplastic transformation 
of inflamed squamous epithelium into Barrett's 
oesophagus 

Peppelenbosch/ 
van Deventer 

2002 3 

S.A. Bleumink Morphostasis of the adult gastrointestinal tract Peppelenbosch/ 
van Deventer 

2002 1 

T. Borovski Chromosomal aberrations and cancer stem cells Medema 2006 3 

H. Braat Innovative feedingintervention in patients with chronical 
inflammation 

van Deventer 1999 3 

S.H. Diks Tissue factor-dependent signalling van Deventer 1999 2 

F.F. van 
Doormaal 

The association between hemostasis and cancer Buller/ Richel 2006 1 

K. Kemper The role of cancer stem cells in tumorigenesis and 
metastatis in colon cancer 

Medema 2006 1 

L. Kodach Early detection of colorectal cancer using proteomic 
technology 

van Deventer 2003 3 

A.M. Rygiel Follow-up study of a cohort of Barrett’s oesophagus 
patients by brush cytology and fish 

van Deventer 2003 2 

J.B. Tuynman A phase II study on the effects of celecoxib on several 
pharmacodynamic endpoints, including activity of the 
Wnt/b-catenin pathway, apoptosis, proliferation, and 
angiogenesis in sporadic colerectal polyps and colorectal 
cancer in human 

Richel/ van 
Deventer 

2002 3 

l. Vermeulen Wnt signalling and cancer stem cells Medema 2006 2 

G. Hardenberg The role of APRIL and its receptors in tumour growth and 
immune regulation 

Medema 2003 3 

F.B. Mullauer Inventory of the anti-cancer efficacy of the plant-derived 
compound Betulinic acid and the clarification of the 
mechanisms underlying its induction of tumor-specific 
apoptosis 

Medema 2005 3 

 
Gastroenterology & Hepatology (AMC-UvA) 
 

W.A. Marsman* Gene therapy for adenocarcinoma in esophagus Oude Elferink 2000 2 

N. van Til Development of a method for hepatocyt transplantationa 
nd repopulation 

Oude Elferink 2001 1 
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F. Milano Developing novel strategies for treating oesophageal 
cancer: dendritic cells immunotherapy 
 
 
 
 

Krishnadath 2003 3 

Development, Aging and Genetic Diseases / The Netherlands Ophtalmic Research Institute Amsterdam 
(AMC/UvA) 
 

A.V. 
Kantardzhieva* 

Crumbs and MAGUK proteins, from interaction to function Berns/ de Jong/ 
Wijnholds 

2001  2 / 3 

 
Human Genetics (AMC-UvA) 
 

A.C.J. 
Ammerlaan 

Genetic profiling of gliomas and their recurrences for 
improvement of diagnosis and prognosis 

Hulsebos / 
Versteeg 

2002 3 

J. Bunt The role of OTX2 in medulloblastoma Versteeg/ Kool 2005 1 

H.J. Gierman The human genome: understanding functional nuclear 
organisation from landmarks in the human transcriptome 

Versteeg 2003 1 

A. Koppen Gene silencing by Myc-oncogenes Versteeg 2001 3 

I.M. Revet The role of the MEIS homeobox genes in neuroblastoma 
pathogenesis 

Versteeg 2003 3 

 
Pathology (AMC-UvA) 
 

E.M.J. Boon* Regulation of celadhesion and migration with 
inflammation and tumormetastasis; adhesionmolecule 
CD44, growthfactors, and receptor tyrosine kinases in the 
regulation of invasivity, metastases, proliferation and 
apoptosis of coloncarcinomas 

Pals 2000 3 

D. Gorter
  

Functional and molecular analysis of HGF/Met signaling in 
germinal center B cells and B cell neoplasia 

Pals 2000 
 

3 

R. Groen Heparan sulfate proteoglycans and HGF activator in 
HGF/MeT-signaling and lymphomagenesis 

Pals/ 
Spaargaren 

2003 2 

R.M. Reijmers The role of heparan sulphate proteoglycans in B cells and 
multiple myeloma 

Pals/ Spaargaren 2003 2 

 
Pediatric Surgical Center, Emma Children’s Hospital (AMC / UvA) 
 

J.M. Schnater* The way forward in hepatoblastoma. A study of 
epidemiology, gene expression patterns, and the 
development of a tumor model 

Lamer/ Heij/ 
Aronson 

1999 3 
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Theme 2: Experimental Clinical Research 
 
 
Name Title of the project Supervisor(s) Start Funding 

 
Clinical Oncology (NKI) 
 

B. Kroon jr.* Dynamic sentinel node biopsy & predictive factors for 
regional metastases in penile cancer  

Horenblas 2003 1 

S. Mook Prognostic profiling in breast cancer Van ‘t Veer 2006 2 

 
Experimental therapy (NKI) 
 

F. Greil* Chromatin Profiling   van Steensel 2002 1 

J. Hannemann Micro array analysis of breast cancer as a diagnostic tool 
to guide optimal treatment 

van de Vijver 2002 3 

A.E. van 
Herwaarden 

Generation and validation of cytochrome 450 3A k-o and 
transgenic mice as tools for improved  DDR 

Schinkel 2001 3 

H. Horlings Genetic classification of breast cancer van de Vijver 2006 2 

H. Janssen* Hypoxia and perfusion in human tumors: quantification 
and implications for treatment outcome  

Begg/ 
Hausterman 

2000 3 

M. Joerger Pharmacogenetics in solid tumor patients Schellens/Beijnen 2003 3 

M. Kok Molecular prediction of therapy outcome in breast 
cancer 

Van 't Veer 2004 4 

J. Lagas Impact of the multidrug transporters p-glycoprot., MRP2 
and BCRP on the behaviour of anti-cancer drugs 

Schinkel 2004 4 

S. Neijenhuis Determinants of radiosensitivity Begg 2003 3 

R. Oostendorp Preclinical and clinical pharmacology of oral drugs Schellens/Beijnen 2004 4 

D. Peric-Hupkes Chromatin Profiling of Human gene silencing complexes van Lohuizen 2004 3 

J. Prama Gene expression profiling to predict outcome after 
chemoradiation in head and neck cancer 

Begg 2005 3 

E. van der Steeg The impact of OATP drug carriers on in vivo 
pharmacology toxicology & physiology 

Beijnen 2004 4 

M.L. Triesscheijn* mTHPC-mediated photodynamic therapy (PDT): how do 
drug uptake and distribution influence tumor and 
normal tissue respons?  

Stewart/Baas 2001 3 

S. Veltkamp Clinical Pharmacology of oral gemcitabine and other 
(oral) anti-cancer agents 

Schellens/Beijnen 2003 4 

C. Vermeulen Determinants of radiosensitivity Begg 2002 3 

M. Vlaming Compound Mrp2 (Abcc2) and other drug transporter 
knockout mice to study determinants … 

Schinkel 2003 3 

M. Vogel Functional Genomics of Gene Regulation by 
heterochromatin proteins 

van Steensel 2002 3 

A. Vrieling The  IGF system in breast and colorectal carcinogenesis: 
dietary intervention and mol. studies 

van Leeuwen 2002 3 

R. van 
Waterschoot 

Generation and validation of cytochrome P450 3A 
knockout and transgenic mice as tools for... 

Beijnen 2005 2 

E. de Wit Bioinformatics of transcription regulation 
 
 
 

van Steensel 2003 1 

PhD research program - 35 



 
 
Medical Oncology (NKI) 
 

D. Boss Clinical pharmacology of anticancer drugs Schellens 2005 4 

J. Bueno de 
Mesquita 

Predictive and prognostic factors in breast cancer Linn/v.d. Vijver 2003 4 

M. Deenen Clinical pharmacology and pharmacogenetics of 
fluoropyrimidine anti-cancer agents 

Schellens/Beijnen 2006 4 

R. Keizer Population pharmacokinetics and pharmacodynamics of 
investigational anti-cancer agents 

Schellens/Beijnen 2006 4 

 
Pharmacy and Pharmacology (NKI) 
 

T. Bosch* PK/PD and pharmacogenetics of anticancer drugs Beijnen 2002 4 

E. Brouwers Bioanalyse van metalen (i.h.b. Platina) in biologische 
matrices m.b.v. ICP-MS 

Beijnen 2003 4 

C. Ekhart Genotyping as tool for dose individualization in high-
dose chemotherapy 

Huitema 2006 3 

J. Engwegen Clinical proteomics Beijnen 2003 4 

M.C. Gast Proteomics in Oncology Beijnen 2003 4 

M. Klous Pharmaceutical development of diacenylmorphine 
formulations 

Beijnen 2001 4 

S. Koolen Oral administration of anti-cancer agents Schellens/ Beijnen 2006 4 

S. van der Schoot Pharmaceutical development of anti cancer agents Beijnen 2002 1 

L. Tran High-dose 121l-labelled rituximab in the treatment of 
non-Hodgkin lymphomas 

Beijnen 2006 4 

A. Zandvliet Population pharmacokinetics & pharmacodynamics of 
investigational anticancer drugs 

Beijnen 2003 4 

 
Psychosocial Research and Epidemiology (NKI) 
 

S. v.d. Belt-
Dusebout 

Risk of second malignancy and cardiovascular disease 
after treatment for testicular cancer 

van Leeuwen 2003 3 

K. Douma Long-term pychosocial impact of genetic testing among 
familial adenomatous polyposis families 

Aaronson 2004 3 

M. Hooning Long term risk of second cancers following treatment of 
Hodgkin’s disease, testicular cancer and breast cancer  

van Leeuwen 2000 3 

B. Kreukels* Effects of chemotherapy on cognitive skills and evoked 
potentials in women receiving adjuva treatment for 
breast cancer 

van Leeuwen 2000 3 

C. Lammens LFS-VHI-study -> Psychosocial aspects of genetic testing 
in families at high risk of multiple tumors 

Aaronson 2005 3 

V. Retèl Constructive technology assessment in an early stage of 
clinical implementation of microarray testing for node-
negative breast cancer patients 

van Harten 2006 4 

A. van Rosmalen The role of early life-style factors in the etiology of 
breast cancer 

Rookus 2001 4 

C. Schilder Assessment of neuropsych. sequelae of tamoxifen & 
exemestane in postmenopausal women with EBC 

van Dam/ 
Schagen 

2003 4 

J. Verloop 
 

Physical activity and breast cancer risk Van Leeuwen 1997 3 
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Radiotherapy (NKI) 
 

G. Borst Optimization of conformal radiation therapy of non-
small cell lung cancer by advanced 3-D planning 

Lebesque 2003 3 

L. McDermottt Dose verification and dose optimization of radiotherapy 
using portal imaging 

Mijnheer/ 
van Herk 

2001 1 

M. Smitsmans On-line tomographic guidance for RT of the prostate Bartelink 2003 4 

S. Vink Improvement of tumor response by combined modality 
treatment: a translational approach 

Verheij 2001 3 

J. Wolthaus Optimization of conformal RT of nonsmall cell lung 
cancer by advanced 3-D planning 

Bartelink 2003 3 

 
Gastroenterology (VUmc) 
 

J.S. Terhaar sive 
Droste 
 

Colorectal polyps and cancer in Amsterdam Craanen 2005 3 

 
Obstretics and Gynaecology (Vumc) 
 

E.M. Davelaar Serum tumrour markers in cervical carcinoma Verstraeten 2004   2 

M. Verbruggen Clinical and molecular aspects of borderline ovarian 
tumours 

Dorsman 2002 1 

 
Hematology (VUmc) 
 

N. Feller* Detection and eradication of minimal residual disease in 
acute myeloid leukaemia 

Ossenkoppele / 
Schuurhuis 

2002 2 

C. Hess The nature of minimal residual disease in acute myeloid 
leukemia 

Schuurhuis / 
Ossenkoppele 

2002 3 

I.  Houtenbos* Leukemic dendritic cell vaccination in minimal residual 
disease in acute myeloid leukemia 

Ossenkoppele /  
v d Loosdrecht / 
Scheper 

2001 1 

M. Terwijn Detection of residual leukemic stem cells during 
minimal residual disease in AML 

Schuurhuis / 
Ossenkoppele 

2006 3 

W. van den Ancker Optimizing strategies in dendritic cell vaccination in 
myeloid leukaemia 

v.d. Loosdrecht / 
Ossenkoppele 

2006 1 

M. van Luijn Regulation of MHC class-II in acute myeloid leukemia 
and its impact on immunoserveillance 

v.d Loosdrecht / 
Ossenkoppele 

2006 3 

A. van Rhenen The nature of primitive clonogenic aml cells and the 
role in emergence of minimal residual disease in AML 

Schuurhuis / 
Ossenkoppele 

2002  4 

J. Zijlstra-
Baalbergen 

Response monitoring in non-Hodgkin's lymphoma using 
Positron Emmission Tomography 

Huijgens / 
Lammertsma 

2003 1 

 
Medical Oncology (VUmc) 
 

A. Adema Development of novel strategies to optimize cytotoxic 
and targeted therapy 

Peters 2003 4 

J.H. Augustijn-
Savonije* 

Effects of erythropoietin in cancer patients Giaccone/ Marx 1999 
 

4 

M.N.A.  Bijman Docetaxel: its role in the inhibition of angiogenesis and 
the mechanism for induction of apoptosis 

Boven / Hoekman 2001 3 
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I. Bijnsdorp Enhancement of trifluorothymidine cytotoxicity by 
docetaxel 

Peters 2005 3 

A. Checinska The role of caspases in the sensitivity of lung cancer 
cells to chemotherapy 

Kruyt / Rodriguez 2002  3 

H. van Cruijsen Clinical trials with receptor tyrosine kinase inhibitors in 
patients with advanced cancer 

Hoekman 2004 3 

M.L. Janmaat* Mechanisms of cytotoxicity of EGFR pathway inhibitors 
in epithelial cancers 

Rodriguez / Kruyt 2000 4 

     

M.I. Gallegos Ruiz Mutational and functional analysis of the EGFR pathway 
in NSCLC patients: correlation with prognosis and 
respoonse to small molecule EGFR inhibitors 

Giaccone 2005 3 

C. Lemos Folate supplementation in chemotherapy: increase of 
efficacy versus induction of drug resistance 

Peters 2005 3 

J. Sigmond Interaction of gemcitabine with novel molecular targets Peters 2002 4 

B. Vischioni* Nuclear/cytoplasmic shuttling of inhibitor of apoptosis 
proteins (IAP) as a regulatory mechanism for tumor 
progression 

Rodriguez / 
Giaccone 

2001 3 

J. Voortman Efficacy and mechanism of combination therapy with 
proteasome inhibitor PS-341 (Velcade(tm)) in NSCLC 

Kruyt / Giaccone 2003 4 

L. Vroling Circulating endothelial cells as markers for anti-
angiogenic therapy 

Broxterman 2005 3 

T. Würdinger* The development of tumor-selective coronaviruses as 
anti-cancer agents 

Rottier / Gerritsen 
/ van Beusechem 

2001  3 

 
Medical Psychology (VUmc) 
 

J. van Dijk 
 

Psychosocial functioning and quality of life of 
retinoblastoma survivors and parents in the Netherlands 

Imhof 2004 3 

 
Neurology (VUmc) 
 

I. Bosma Health-related quality of life and neurocognitive 
functioning of long-term surviving high-grade glioma 
patients / Synchronized brain activity and 
neurocognitive function in brain tumor patients: a MEG 
study / Efficacy and toxicity of cerebral glioma 
treatment 

Klein / Stam / 
Postma 

2004 4 

 
Neurosurgery (VUmc) 
 

S. Idema Improving oncolytic viral therapy for glioma Dirven / Lamfers 2003 4 

 
Nuclear Medicine (VUmc) 
 

W. Direcks Experimental and clinical studies using positron 
emission tomography (PET) for monitoring response to 
chemotherapy in (locally) advanced breast cancer 

Molthoff /  
v.d. Wall 

2003 3  

J. Emmering Towards a rational use of PET in breast cancer patients Teule 2003 1 

G.J.M. Herder* The introduction of PET in clinical oncology: evaluation 
in non-small cell lung cancer 

Teule 2003 2 

A.J. de Langen Restaging the mediastinum after induction 
chemotherapy for stage IIIA-N@ NSCLC: biological 
determinants of FDG-PET results 

Hoekstra 2005 1 
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Orthopeadics (Vumc) 
 

M.A. Witlox* Gene therapy of osteosarcoma. Preclinical studies with 
adenoviral vectors and adenoviral oncolysis 

Wuisman / van 
Beusechem / 
Gerritsen 

2000  2 

 
Otolaryngology / Head and Neck Surgery (VUmc) 
 

J.  Brouwer Investigation into cost-effectivenesss of diagnostic 
algorithms of patients with head and neck cancer to 
prevent unnecessary treatments 

Leemans 2000 1 

C.D.L. van Gogh Voice therapy for patients with voice problems after 
treatment for early glottic cancer / Voice after 
laryngectomy by means of a sound-producing 
tracheoesophageal shunt valve 

Mahieu 2002 2 

A.M. Lo Galbo Hypothyroidism after treatment for laryngeal cancer Leemans 2005 1 

I.M. Oskam Health related quality of life in head and neck cancer 
patients 

Leemans 2004 1 

L.R. Perk Molecular imaging with PET using long-lived positron 
emitters 

van Dongen 2003 2 

L. van der Putten FDG-PET for avoidance of futile direct laryngoscopies 
under general anasthesia with taking of biopsies in 
patients with suspicion on recurrent laryngeal 
carcinoma after radiotherapy 

Leemans 2005 3 

A. Senft Screening for distant metastases and second primary 
tumors with FDG-PET (the school study) 

Leemans 2002  2 

B.M. Tijink  Antibody-based therapy with emphasis on head and 
neck cancer  

Van Dongen / de 
Bree / Leemans 

2003 3 

 
Pathology (VUmc) 
 

T. Buffart Predicting lymph node status in gastric cancer by DNA-
based genomic profiling for stratifying surgical therapy 

vd Velde / Meijer 2004 3 

E.A. Greijer Early pathogenesis and intervention in Epstein-Barr 
virus (EBV) driven post-transplant lymphoproliferative 
disease (PTLD) in stem cell (SCT) and solid organ 
transplant (SOT) recipients 

Middeldorp 2005 3 

A. Hardebol CRC screening by faeces DNA based testing using 
chromosome 20q genes 

G.A. Meijer 2005 4 

I. van Houdt Involvement of resistance to apoptotic cell death in the 
response to immunotherapy 

Kummer / van den 
Eertwegh 

2003  1 

J. Molling Anti-tumor effector functions of skewed natural killer T 
cells 

Scheper / von 
Blomberg 

2002 3 

J.F.M. Muris* Expresserion profiling and clinical outcome in primary 
nodal diffuse large B-cell lymphomas 

Meijer / Oudejans 2000 1 

D. Purnomosari* Molecular analysis of early onset Indonesian breast 
cancer 

Van Diest / Pals 2003 3 

S. Santegoets Dendritic and T cell functions in patients with 
metastatic hormone-refractory prostate cancer treated 
with Prostate GVAX cancer immunotherapy and 
Ipilimumab 

de Gruijl 2002 3 

Q.J.M. Voorham Increasing sensitivity for detection of high risk flat 
adenomas in population screening for colorectal cancer 

G.A. Meijer 2006 3 
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S.M. Wilting Distinction of early, intermediate and late cervical 
intraepithelial neoplasia grade III (CIN III) lesions by 
micro-array analysis 

Snijders / 
Steenbergen 

2003 3 

 
Pediatrics (VUmc) 
 

N. Franke Drug resistance in childhood leukemia Cloos / Kaspers 2006 4 

B.F. Goemans Cellular resistance to conventional and targeted 
anticancer agents in relation to molecular biological 
features in childhood relapsed and refractory acute 
myeloid leukemia 

Kaspers / Zwaan 2002 4 

I. Hubeek Tyrosine phosphatases as new targets in childhood 
cancer 

Cloos 2005 3 

M. Luttjeboer Ex vivo radiosensitivity and modification by anticancer 
agents in pediatric brain tumors 

Kaspers / Sminia 2002 4 

S. Mostert Compliance with chemotherapy in childhood acute 
lymphoblastic leukemia in a developing country 

Veerman 2003 4 

J. Vink Glucocorticoid-induced apoptosis and glucocorticoid 
resistance in lymphoid malignancies and autoimmune 
diseases 

Kaspers 2001 3/4 

D.G. van Vuurden Targeted therapy in pediatric brain tumors Kaspers 2005 1 

 
Pulmonology (Vumc) 
 

S.A. Smulders* Patients with resectable lung cancer: preoperative 
selection and postoperative function 

Postmus 2002 4 

R. van den Berg The use of molecular biomarkers in early lung cancer Snijders / Smit 2003 2 

H. van Tinteren* Assessing the value of FDG-PET in lung cancer: from 
theory to practice 

Boers / Teule /  
Hoekstra 

2000 1 

 
Radiology (VUmc) 
 

P. de Graaf Clinical and experimental high resolution ocular MR 
Imaging: towards improved detection of retinoblastoma 
tumor extent 

Castelijns 2006 3 

R. Ljumanovic Prognostic value of MRI-determined lymph node 
parameters in development of distant metastases in 
head and neck carcinoma 

Castelijns 2003 3 

J.H. Weijs Optimization of US selection criteria of lymph nodes 
(size, laterality, aspect and behaviour) to perform 
USgFNAC in follow-up of patients's oral cavity or 
oropharyngeal carcinoma 

Castelijns 2005 2 

 
Radiotherapy (VUmc) 
 

R.W.M. 
Underberg* 

Clinical implication of 4-dimensional radiotherapy for 
treatment of lung cancer 

Senan / Slotman 2003 1 

K.A. van Nifterik Malignant glioma genetics and related chemo-
radiosensitvity as guidance for individualized therapy 

Sminia / Hulsebos 2002 1/3 

 
Surgery (VUmc) 
 

R.P.M. Brosens Tumor profiling for prediction of clinical outcome in 
colorectal cancer patients 

Cuesta / G.A. 
Meijer 

2006 3 
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H. Fabry Strategy and results in early breast cancer Meijer 2003  1 

G. Melis Quantifications of the generation of arginine in the 
kidney during liver surgery 

Van Leeuwen 2001 2 

M.P.C. Siroen ADMA clearing after liverresection for metastatic cancer Van Leeuwen/ 
van der Sijp 

2002  2 

H. Torrenga Sentinel node procedure in breast cancer as a routine in 
daily practice 

Pijpers 2002  3 

R.J.C.L.M. 
Vuylsteke* 

Clinical and immunological aspects of the sentinel 
lymph node procedure in melanoma 

Van Leeuwen / 
Meijer / Scheper 

2000 3 

M. Westerterp The role of FDG PET in eosphageal cancer staging and 
monitoring the response to neoadjuvant therapy 

Molthoff 2005  2 

 
Urology (Vumc) 

A. Mol New experimental markers for early detection of high-
risk prostate cancer 

Van Moorselaar / 
Geldoff 

2006 3 

 
Gastro-enterology & Hepatology (AMC-UvA) 
 

M.A. van Geer Development of infectivity enhanced conditionally 
replicating adenovirus vetors for gene therapy of 
pancreatic cancer 

Oude Elferink 2002 3 

 
Hematology (AMC – UvA) 
 

D. Hallaert Novel therapeutic approaches to attack the 
microenvironment in Chronic Lymphocytic Leukemia 

Van Oers/ Eldering 2004 3 

A.P. Kater* Novel apoptosis inducting strategies in chronic 
lymphocytic leukemia 

Van Oers/ Kipps/ 
Eldering 

2002 2 

M.J. Wondergem Can transformation of indolent lymphoma be detected 
at an early stage by PET scanning? 

Huijgens / 
Hoekstra 

2006 1 

 
Medical Oncology (AMC-UvA) 
S.J. de Kort Ethical aspects of palliative cancer chemotherapy Willems/ Richel 2003 3 
 
 
Pathology (UvA/AMC) 
 

R. Carvalho* Molecular genetic changes during gastric carcinogenesis Offerhaus 2002 1 

W.W.J. de Leng  Carcinogenese in het Peutz-Jehgers syndroom Offerhaus 2002 3 

 
Pediatric Oncology (AMC-UvA) 
 

E.J. Aukema Late consequences and needs of young survivors of a 
brain tumor and their parents 

Last/Schouten/ 
Grootenhuis 

2006 1 

R. Cuperus Modulation of fentetinide induced cell death in 
neuroblastoma 

Caron/ Kuilenburg 2004 3 

V. Engelen QLIC-ON quality of life in childhood oncology Versteeg/ van Nes 2005 3 

J.J. Molenaar Delineating the biological and clinical importance of 
CyclinD1 in neuroblastoma 

Caron 2000 1 

E.C. van Dalen Anthracycline-induced cardiotoxicity in childhood 
cancer 

Caron 2002 3 
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J. Stutterheim MRD monitoring at children with neuroblastoma Caron/ Tytgat 2006 3 

 
Radiotherapy (UvA/AMC) 

J. Bergs Aberrations in premature condensed chromosomes(PCC) 
as a predictive assay for the response of human cervical 
carcinomas  after radiotherapy combined with 
hyperthermia 

Haveman/ 
Konings 

2002 1 

H.P. Kok Development of an new dual modality heating 
technique form treatment of cancer at the esophagus 
and other intracavitary locations 

Crezee/Konings 2002 3 

A.L.J. Uitterhoeve Results of radiotherapy alone or in combination with 
chemotherapy in non small cell lung cancer 

Gonzalez 1998 1 

 
Surgery (AMC/UvA) 
 

R. Bakx Pouch versus STE-anastomoses bij rectum-carcinoom Van Lanschot 2001 3 

S. Dinant* Strategies to improve outcome after partial liver 
resection 

van Gulik/ Gouma 2001  4 

M.C. Janssen Locale ablatie van levertumoren: het effect van 
radiofrequente thermoablatie, interstitiele 
lasercoagulatie en cryoablatie op de acute fase 
immuunreactie  en stollingsactivatie in de rat 

Van Gulik 2001 3 

M. Westerterp* Improving and simplifying diagnostic evaluation of 
oesophageal cancer with a combination of EUS-FNA and 
PET 

van Lanschot 2002  2 

 
Urology (AMC-UvA) 
 

C.A. Mochtar* Prognostic factors for clinical progression after 
treatment of BPH 

De la Rosette/ 
Debruyne/ 
Kiemerney/ 
Laguna-Pes 

2000  4 

P. Beemster Cryosurgery of small renal tumors De la Rosette/ 
Laguna/ Wijkstra 

2005 1 
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5.  Awards 
 
This chapter lists awards and honors won by staff 
and students involved in OOA throughout 2006. The 
lists are in alphabetical order of the recipients’ 
last name.  
 
 
Scientific awards and honors 
 
H. Bartelink. (NKI) was the recipient of the bi-
annual Regaud Medal Award of the European 
Society of Therapeutic Radiation and Oncology 
(ESTRO). He also received the Kilroe Award at the 
meeting of the Coloprotology Section of the Royal 
Medicine Society.  
 
A. Berns. (NKI) received the first Massachusetts 
General Hospital Award in Cancer Research. 
 
K. Borensztajn (AMC) received a poster prize at the 
46th Annual Scientific meeting of the British 
Society of Haematology, Edinburgh, for the 
abstract: Borensztajn KS, Bijlsma MF, Groot AP, 
Brüggemann LW, Versteeg HH, Reitsma PH, 
Peppelenbosch MP and Spek CA. Coagulation factor 
Xa drives tumour cells into apoptosis through BH3-
only protein Bim upregulation. 
 
B. Goeman (VUmc) received the Chris Meijer Award 
at the V-ICI annual plenary meeting. 
 
J. van der Heijden (VUmc) received the AGIKO 
Rheumatology Grant of the “Nederlandse 
Vereniging voor Reumatologie” (Euro 15,000). 
 
A. Kater (AMC) won the Van Vlissingen Award for 
best thesis on lymphoproliferative diseases over 
the last 3 years. 
 
A. van de Loosdrecht (VUmc) won the Young 
Investigators Award of the MDS Foundation, 
Atlanta, for his work on “Multicolour Flow 
Cytometry in Myelodysplastic Syndromes” (USD 
40,000). 

S. Mostert (VUmc) won the poster prize in the 
section psychosocial research at the International 
Society of Paediatric Oncology Meeting, Geneva. 
 
M. Sitaresmi (VUmc) won the poster prize in the 
section health care and economic research at the 
International Society of Paediatric Oncology 
Meeting, Geneva. 
 
S. Slofstra (AMC) won a poster prize at the 46th 
Annual Scientific meeting of the British Society of 
Haematology, Edinburgh, for the abstract: Slofstra 
SH, Groot AP, Aberson HL and Spek CA. Microarray 
analysis points towards C/EBPdelta as a novel 
mediator in endotoxin-induced DIC. 
 
H. Vékony (VUmc) won the 1st prize for an oral 
presentation at the “Pathologendagen”, Ede, and 
the 2nd prize for the oral presentation at the OOA 
Annual Graduate Student Retreat, Texel. 
 
I. van der Waal (VUmc) was appointed Honorary 
Member of the International Association of Oral 
Pathologists, Brisbane, Australia.  
 
 
General awards and honors 
 
P. Borst. (NKI) was awarded the honor of 
“Commander of the Order of the British Empire”.  
 
A.J.P. Veerman (VUmc) was awarded the honor of 
“Officier in de Orde van Oranje Nassau” during the 
International Congress on Childhood Leukemia, 
Noordwijkerhout. 
 
J. van der Heijden (VUmc) was awarded the honor 
of  “Ridder in de Orde van de Nederlandse Leeuw”. 
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Annex 1.  
Faculty and staff of OOA
 
Faculty 
 

 
 
 

Prof.dr. N.K. Aaronson (Theme 2) 
Department of Psychosocial Research and 
Epidemiology 
Netherlands Cancer Institute 
 
Dr. R. Agami (Theme 1) 
Department of Tumor Biology 
Netherlands Cancer Institute 
 
Dr. J.A. Aten (Theme 1) 
Department of Cell Biology and Histology 
Academic Medical Centre / Universiteit van 
Amsterdam 
 
Prof.dr. G.M.M. Bartelink (Theme 2) 
Department of Radiotherapy 
Netherlands Cancer Institute 
 
Prof.dr. A. Begg (Theme 2) 
Department of Experimental Therapy 
Netherlands Cancer Institute 
 
Dr. R. Beijersbergen (Theme 1) 
Department of Molecular Carcinogenesis 
Netherlands Cancer Institute 
 
Prof.dr. R. Bernards (Theme 1) 
Department of Molecular Carcinogenesis 
Netherlands Cancer Institute 
 
Prof.dr. A.J.M. Berns (Theme 1) 
Department of Molecular Genetics 
Netherlands Cancer Institute 
 
Prof.dr. J.H. Beijnen (Theme 2) 
Division of Pharmacology 
Netherlands Cancer Institute 
 
Prof.dr. J.G. Borst (Theme 1) 
Department of Immunology 
Netherlands Cancer Institute 
 
Prof.dr. P. Borst (Theme 1) 
Department of Molecular Biology 
Netherlands Cancer Institute 
 
Prof.dr. R.H. Brakenhoff (Theme 1 and 2) 
Department of Otolaryngology-Head & Neck 
Surgery 
VU University Medical Center 
 
Prof.dr. H. N. Caron (Theme 1 and 2) 

Pediatric Oncology 
Academic Medical Centre / Universiteit van 
Amsterdam 
 
Dr. J.G.N.M. Collard (Theme 1) 
Department of Cell Biology 
Netherlands Cancer Institute 
 
Dr. J. Crezee (Theme 2)  
Department of Department of Radiation Oncology 
Academic Medical Centre / Universiteit van 
Amsterdam 
 
Prof.dr. G.A.M.S. van Dongen (Theme 1 and 2) 
Department of Otolaryngology-Head & Neck 
Surgery 
VU University Medical Center 
 
Dr. E.F. Eldering (Theme 1) 
Department of Experimental Immunology 
Academic Medical Centre / Universiteit van 
Amsterdam 
 
Dr. D. Geerts  (Theme 1) 
Department of Human Genetics 
Academic Medical Centre / Universiteit van 
Amsterdam 
 
Dr. W.R. Gerritsen (Theme 2) 
Department of Medical Oncology 
VU University Medical Center 
 
Prof.dr. D.J. Gouma  (Theme 2) 
Department of Surgery 
Academic Medical Centre / Universiteit van 
Amsterdam 
 
Prof.dr. G. Giaccone (Theme 2) 
Department of Medical Oncology 
VU University Medical Center 
 
Dr M. A. Grootenhuis (Theme 2) 
Department of Pediatrics 
Academic Medical Centre / Universiteit van 
Amsterdam 
 
Prof.dr. T.M. van Gulik (Theme 2) 
Department of Experimental Surgery 
Academic Medical Centre / Universiteit van 
Amsterdam 
 
Prof. Dr. A. Hagenbeek (Theme 1 and 2) 
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Department of Hematology 
Academic Medical Centre / Universiteit van 
Amsterdam 
 
Dr. J. Haanen (Theme 1 and 2) 
Department of Immunology 
Netherlands Cancer Institute 
 
Prof. Dr. M. van Herk (Theme 2) 
Department of Radiotherapy 
Netherlands Cancer Institute 
 
Prof.dr. O.S. Hoekstra (Theme 2) 
Department of Nuclear Medicine 
VU University Medical Center 
 
Prof.dr. P.C. Huijgens (Theme 1 and 2) 
Department of Haematology 
VU University Medical Center 
 
Dr T.J.M. Hulsebos  (Theme 1) 
Department of Neurogenetics 
Academic Medical Centre / Universiteit van 
Amsterdam 
 
Dr. K. Jalink (Theme 1) 
Department of Cell Biology 
Netherlands Cancer Institute 
 
Prof.dr. H. Joenje (Theme 1) 
Department of Human Genetics 
VU University Medical Center 
 
Dr. J. Jonkers (Theme 1) 
Department of Molecular Biology 
Netherlands Cancer Institute 
 
Dr. G.J. Kaspers (Theme 2) 
Department of Paediatrics 
VU University Medical Center 
 
Prof.dr. C.C.E. Koning (Theme 2) 
Department of Radiotherapy 
Academic Medical Centre / Universiteit van 
Amsterdam 
 
Dr. M. Kool (Theme 1) 
Department of Human Genetics 
Academic Medical Centre / Universiteit van 
Amsterdam 
 
Prof.dr. Y. van Kooyk (Theme 1 and 2) 
Department of Molecular Biology and Immunology 
VU University Medical Center 
 
Dr. K.K. Krishnadath (Theme 1) 
Department of Gastroenterology and Hepatology 
Academic Medical Centre / Universiteit van 
Amsterdam 
 
Dr. A. B.P. van Kuilenburg (Theme 1 and 2) 
Department of Clincial Chemistry 
Academic Medical Centre / Universiteit van 
Amsterdam 
 
Prof.dr. A.A. Lammertsma (Theme 2) 

Department of Nuclear Medicine 
VU University Medical Center 
 
Prof.dr. Ch.R. Leemans (Theme 2) 
Department of Otolaryngology-Head & Neck 
Surgery 
VU University Medical Center 
 
Prof. dr. A.G.J.M. van Leeuwen (Theme 2)  
LaserCenter 
Academic Medical Centre / Universiteit van 
Amsterdam 
 
Prof.dr. F.E. van Leeuwen (Theme 2) 
Psychosocial Research and Epidemiology 
Netherlands Cancer Institute 
 
Dr. F. van Leeuwen (Theme 1) 
Department of Cellular Biochemistry 
Netherlands Cancer Institute 
 
Prof.dr. M. van Lohuizen (Theme 1) 
Department of Molecular Genetics 
Netherlands Cancer Institute 
 
Dr. R.M. Luiten (Theme 2) 
Department of Immunoly 
Academic Medical Centre / Universiteit van 
Amsterdam 
 
Prof.dr. J.P. Medema (Theme 1) 
Laboratory of Experimental Oncology and 
Radiotherapy 
Academic Medical Centre / Universiteit van 
Amsterdam 
 
Prof.dr. C.J.L.M. Meijer (Theme 1 and 2) 
Department of Pathology 
VU University Medical Center 
 
Prof.dr. G.A. Meijer (Theme 1 and 2) 
Department of Pathology 
VU University Medical Center 
 
Prof.dr. S. Meijer (Theme 2) 
Department of Surgical oncology 
VU University Medical Center 
 
Prof.dr. H. Meijers-Heijboer (Theme 1) 
Department of Clinical Genetics 
VU University Medical Center 
 
Prof. dr. W.H. Moolenaar (Theme 1) 
Department of Cellular Biochemistry 
Netherlands Cancer Institute 
 
Prof.dr. J.M. Middeldorp (Theme 1 and 2) 
Department of Pathology 
VU University Medical Center 
 
Prof.dr. J.J.C. Neefjes (Theme 1) 
Department of Tumor Biology 
Netherlands Cancer Institute 
 
Prof. dr. C.J.M. van Noesel (Theme 1) 
Department of Pathology 
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Academic Medical Centre / Universiteit van 
Amsterdam 
  
Prof.dr. C.J.F. van Noorden  (Theme 1 and 2) 
Department of Cell Biology & Histology 
Academic Medical Centre / Universiteit van 
Amsterdam 
 
Prof. dr. M.H.J. van Oers (Theme 1 and 2) 
Department of Hematology 
Academic Medical Centre / Universiteit van 
Amsterdam 
 
Prof.dr. G.J. Ossenkoppele (Theme 1 and 2) 
Department of Haematology 
VU University Medical Center 
 
Prof.dr. S.T. Pals  (Theme 1 and 2) 
Department of Pathology 
Academic Medical Centre / Universiteit van 
Amsterdam 
 
Dr. A. Perrakis (Theme 1) 
Department of Molecular Carcinogenesis 
Netherlands Cancer Institute 
 
Dr. D. Peeper (Theme 1) 
Department of Molecular Genetics 
Netherlands Cancer Institute 
 
Prof.dr. G.J. Peters (Theme 2) 
Department of Clinical Oncology 
VU University Medical Center 
 
Prof.dr. P.J. Peters (Theme 1) 
Department of  Tumor Biology 
Netherlands Cancer Institute 
 
Prof.dr. H.M. Pinedo (Theme 2) 
Department of Clinical Oncology 
VU University Medical Center 
 
Prof.dr. P. Postmus (Theme 2) 
Department of Pulmonology 
VU University Medical Center 
 
Prof.dr. D.J. Richel (Theme 1 and 2) 
Department of Medical Oncology 
Academic Medical Centre / Universiteit van 
Amsterdam 
 
Prof.dr. H.P.J. te Riele (Theme 1) 
Department of Molecular Biology 
Netherlands Cancer Institute 
 
Prof.dr. S. Rodenhuis (Theme 2) 
Department of Internal Medicine 
Netherlands Cancer Institute 
 
Dr. E. Roos (Theme 1) 
Department of Cell Biology 
Netherlands Cancer Institute 
 
Prof.dr. J.J.M.C.H. de la Rosette (Theme 2) 
Department of Urology 

Academic Medical Centre / Universiteit van 
Amsterdam 
 
Prof.dr. J.H.M. Schellens (Theme 2) 
Department of Internal Medicine 
Netherlands Cancer Institute 
 
Prof.dr. R.J. Scheper (Theme 1 and 2) 
Department of Pathology 
VU University Medical Center 
 
Dr. A. Schinkel (Theme 1) 
Department of Experimental Therapy 
Netherlands Cancer Institute 
 
Dr. J.H. Schornagel (Theme 2) 
Department of Internal Medicine 
Netherlands Cancer Institute 
 
Prof. Dr. T. Schumacher  (Theme 1) 
Department of Immunology 
Netherlands Cancer Institute 
 
Prof.dr. S. Senan (Theme 2) 
Department of Radiation Oncology 
VU University Medical Center 
 
Prof.dr. T.K. Sixma (Theme 1) 
Department of Molecular Carcinogenesis 
Netherlands Cancer Institute 
 
Prof.dr. B.J. Slotman (Theme 1 and 2) 
Department of Radiation Oncology 
VU University Medical Center 
 
Prof.dr. E.F. Smit (Theme 2) 
Department of Pulmonology 
VU University Medical Center 
 
Dr. A. Sonnenberg (Theme 1) 
Department of Cell Biology 
Netherlands Cancer Institute 
 
Dr. M. Spaargaren (Theme 1) 
Department of Pathology 
Academic Medical Centre / Universiteit van 
Amsterdam 
 
Dr. C.A. Spek (Theme 1 and 2) 
Department of Experimental and Molecular 
Medicine 
Academic Medical Centre / Universiteit van 
Amsterdam 
 
Dr. B. van Steensel (Theme1) 
Department of Molecular Biology 
Netherlands Cancer Institute 
 
Dr. L. van ‘t Veer (Theme 2) 
Department of Experimental Therapy 
Netherlands Cancer Institute 
 
Dr. L.J. Valentijn (Theme1) 
Department of Human Genetics 
Academic Medical Centre / Universiteit van 
Amsterdam 
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Prof.dr. W.P. Vandertop (Theme 2) 
Department of Neurosurgery 
VU University Medical Center 
 
Prof.dr. A.J.P. Veerman (Theme 2) 
Department of Peadiatrics 
VU University Medical Center 
 
Dr.  M. Verheij (Theme 2) 
Department of Radiotherapy 
Netherlands Cancer Institute 
 
Prof.dr. R.H.M. Verheijen (Theme 2) 
Dept. of Obstetrics & Gynaecology 
VU University Medical Center 
 
Prof.dr. R. Versteeg (Theme 1 and 2) 
Department of Antropogenetics 
Academic Medical Centre / Universiteit van 
Amsterdam 
 
Dr. M. van de Vijver (Theme 2) 
Department of Experimental Therapy 
Netherlands Cancer Institute 
 
Dr. H. Wijkstra (Theme 2) 
Department of Urology 
Academic Medical Centre / Universiteit van 
Amsterdam 
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Staff  
 
Netherlands Cancer Institute 
 

 
 
 

Cell Biology  
Dr. J.G. Collard 
Dr. C. Jalink  
Dr. E. Roos 
Dr. A. Sonnenberg 
 
Molecular Carcinogenesis  
Prof.dr. R. Bernards 
Dr. R. Beijersbergen 
Dr. A.  Perrakis 
Prof.dr. T.K. Sixma 
 
Cellular Biochemistry  
Dr. W.J. van Blitterswijk 
Dr. N. Divecha 
Dr. F. van Leeuwen  
Prof.dr. W.H. Moolenaar 
Dr. H. Ovaa 
Dr. M. Verheij 
 
Immunology  
Prof.dr. J. Borst 
Dr. J.B.A.G. Haanen 
Dr. H. Jacobs 
Prof.dr. T.N.M. Schumacher  
Dr. F.A. Vyth-Dreese 
 
Molecular Biology  
Prof.dr. P. Borst (honorary staff member) 
Dr. J. Jonkers 
Dr. H. van Luenen 
Prof.dr. H. te Riele 
Dr. B. van Steensel 
 
Tumor Biology  
Dr. R. Agami 
Dr. M. Fornerod 
Dr. R.J.A.M. Michalides  
Prof.dr. J.J. Neefjes 
Prof.dr. P.J. Peters 
 
Molecular Genetics  
Prof.dr. A.J.M. Berns  
Dr. J. Hilkens 
Dr. P. Krimpenfort  
Prof.dr. M. van Lohuizen 
Dr. M. Snoek 
Dr. M.A. van der Valk 
 
Experimental therapy  
Prof.dr. A.C. Begg 
Dr. A. Schinkel 
Dr. F.A. Stewart 
Prof.dr. M.J. van de Vijver 
Dr. L.J. van ’t Veer 
 
Radiotherapy  
B.M.P. Aleman  
Prof.dr. G.M.M.. Bartelink 
Dr. J.S.A. Belderbos 
Dr. R.W. de Boer 

Dr. M. Boersma 
Dr. I. Bruinvis 
B.N.F.M. van Bunningen 
Dr. E.M.F. Damen 
Dr. L.G.H. Dewit 
Dr. R.L.M. Haas 
Dr. A.A.M. Hart 
Dr. W. Heemsbergen 
Dr. M. van Herk 
Dr. E.P.M. Jansen 
Dr. J.V. Lebesque 
Dr. C.A.M. Marijnen 
E.A.H. Masselink 
Dr. B.J. Mijnheer 
Dr. L.M.F. Moonen 
Dr. C.R.N. Rasch 
Dr. P. Remeijer 
Dr. N.S. Russell 
J.G. Salverda 
Dr. C.Schneider 
Dr. J. Stroom 
Dr. J.C.M. Theuws 
Dr. C. van Vliet-Vroegindeweij 
Dr. C. Vrieling 
Dr. F.W. Wittkämper 
 
Medical Oncology  
Dr. J.W. Baars 
Dr. P. Baas 
Drs. E.M. Bais 
Prof.dr. J.H. Beijnen 
Dr. J.P. de Boer 
Dr. W.W. ten Bokkel Huinink 
Dr. W. Boogerd 
Dr. H. Boot 
Dr. J.A.. Burgers 
Dr. A. Cats 
Prof.dr. G.C. de Gast 
L. Gualthérie van Weezel 
Dr. J.B.A.G. Haanen 
Dr. A. Huitema 
Dr. J.M. Kerst 
Dr. S.C. Linn 
Dr. A. Lukas  
Dr. H. Neering 
Prof.dr. S. Rodenhuis 
Dr. J.H.M. Schellens 
Dr. J.H. Schornagel 
Dr. M. Smits 
Dr. B.G. Taal 
Dr. M. van der Weide 
Dr. N. van Zandwijk 
 
Surgical Oncology  
Prof.dr. B.B.R. Kroon 
Dr. A.J.M. Balm 
Dr. A. Bex 
Dr. M.W.M. van den Brekel 
Dr. D.R. Buitelaar 
Prof.dr. M.P.M. Burger 
Dr. J. ten Cate 
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Dr. F. van Coevorden Prof.dr. F.E. van Leeuwen 
Dr. M.P. Copper Dr. M.A. Rookus 
Dr. W. van Driel  

Pathology Dr. G. Fons 
Dr. S. Gonggrijp Dr. T. Alderliesten 
Dr. J.J. Hage Dr. J.M. G. Bonfrer 
Prof.dr. F.J.M. Hilgers Dr. H. van Boven 
Prof.dr. S. Horenblas Dr. M.P.W. Gallee 
Dr. H. Huitink Dr. K. Gilhuijs 
Dr. C. Keijzer Dr. C.A. Hoefnagel 
H. Klomp Dr. F.B.L. Hogervorst 
Dr. F.H.M. Kroon Dr. D. de Jong 
Dr. P.J.F.M. Lohuis Dr. J. Kluijt 
Dr. M.A.C. Lubsen Dr. W. Koops 
Dr. W. Meinhardt Dr. R. Kröger 
Dr. O.E. Nieweg Dr. C. Loo 
Dr. H.S.A. Oldenburg Dr. W.J. Mooi 
Dr. H.G. van der Poel S.H. Muller 
Dr. M. de Rie Dr. P.M. Nederlof 
J.M. Ronday Dr. W.J. Nooijen 
Dr. E.J.Th. Rutgers F.A. Pameijer 
Dr. P.F.E. Schutte Dr. R. van Pel 
Dr. M. Scrámek Dr. J.L. Peterse 
Dr. M. Slot Dr. W. Prevoo 
Dr. L.E. Smeele Dr. M. Sinaasappel 
Dr. T. Stoppa Dr. F. Sivro 
Dr. I.B. Tan Dr. J. Teertstra 
Dr. A.P. Timmers Dr. O. van Tellingen 
Dr. V.J. Verwaal Dr. R.A. Valdès Olmos 
Dr. M.J. Vrancken Peeters Dr. L. van ‘t Veer 
L.A.E. Woerdeman Dr. M.L.F. van Velthuijsen 
Dr. F.A.N. Zoetmulder Dr. S. Verhoef  
 Prof.Dr. M. van de Vijver 
Psychosocial Research and  Dr. J. Wesseling  
Epidemiology   

Radiology Prof.dr. N.K. Aaronson 
Prof.dr. F.S.A.M. van Dam A.P.E. Besnaard 
Prof.dr. W.J. van Harten W. Koops 

Dr. R. Kröger 
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VU University Medical Center 
 
Anaesthesiology  
Prof.dr. W.W.A. Zuurmond 
 
Clinical Genetics  
Dr. S. Agarwal 
Dr. F. Arwert 
Prof.dr. H. Joenje 
Dr. M. Levitus 
Dr. F. Menko 
Prof.dr. H. Meijers-Heijboer 
Dr. G. Pals 
Dr. J. de Winter  
 
Clinical Chemistry  
Dr. C.B.M. Oudejans 
Prof.dr. M.A. Blankenstein 
 
Gastro-enterology  
Dr. M. Craanen 
Prof.dr. C Mulder 
 
Haematology  
M.E.D. Chamuleau 
Dr. A. Dräger 
Prof.dr. P.C. Huijgens 
Dr. J.J.W.M. Janssen 
Prof. dr. G.J. Ossenkoppele 
R. Roovers 
Dr. G.J. Schuurhuis 
Dr. A.A. van de Loosdrecht 
Dr. O. Visser 
Dr. Q. Waisfisz 
Dr. S. Zweegman 
Dr. J.M. Zijlstra 
 
Medical Psychology  
Prof dr.P.T. Cohen-Kettenis 
Dr. J. Huisman 
Dr. M. Klein 
Prof.dr.H.M. Ploeg 
 
Molecular Cell Biology  
Prof.dr. R.H.J. Beelen 
Prof.dr. G. Kraal 
Prof.dr. Y. van Kooyk 
 
Medical Oncology 
Prof.dr. E. Boven 
Dr. H.J.Broxterman 
Dr. J. Buter  
Dr. T.D. de Gruijl 
Dr. R.J.A. Fijneman 
Dr. W.R. Gerritsen 
Prof.dr. G.G. Giaccone 
Dr. A.E. Greijer 
Dr. B.N. Hangalapura 
Dr. K. Hoekman 
Dr. R. Honeywell 
Dr. M.L. Janmaat 
Dr. C.R. Jimenez 
Dr. F.A.E. Kruyt 
Dr. B.C. Kuenen 
Prof.dr. J. Lankelma 
Dr. P. Noordhuis 

Dr. D. Oosterhoff 
Prof.dr. G.J. Peters 
Dr. T.V. Pham 
Dr. S. Piersma 
Dr. J.A. Rodriguez 
Dr. F.H.E. Schagen 
Dr. C.H. Smorenburg  
Dr. C.J. van Groeningen 
Dr. V.W. van Beusechem 
Dr. A.J.M. van den Eertwegh 
Dr. Y. Yuana 
 
Neurosurgery  
Dr. J.C. Baaijen 
Dr. C.M.F. Dirven 
Dr. M.L.M. Lamfers  
Dr. D.P. Noske 
Prof.dr. W.P. Vandertop 
 
Neurology  
Prof.dr. J.J. Heimans 
Dr. T. Postma 
Dr. J.C. Reijneveld 
 
Nuclear Medicine  
Dr. R. Boellaard 
Dr. E.F.I. Comans 
Dr. N.H. Hendrikse 
Dr. J.D.M. Herscheid 
Prof.dr. O.S. Hoekstra 
Prof.dr. A.A. Lammertsma 
Dr. M. Lubberink 
Dr. C.F.M. Molthoff 
Dr. H.J. Pijpers 
Dr. P. Raijmakers 
E. van Tilburg 
G.W.M. Visser 
A.D. Windhorst 
 
Obstetrics and Gynaecology  
Dr. J.C. Dorsman 
Prof.dr. P. Kenemans 
Dr. S. von Mensdorff-Pouilly 
Prof.dr. R.H.M. Verheijen 
Dr. A.A. Verstraeten 
Ophthalmology  
Dr. S. Imhoff 
Dr. A. Moll 
 
Oral and maxillofacial surgery and pathology  
Prof.dr. I. van der Waal 
 
Orthopaedics  
Prof.dr. P.I.J.M. Wuisman 
 
Otolaringology / Head and Neck Surgery  
Dr. B.J.M. Braakhuis 
Prof.dr. R.H. Brakenhoff 
Dr. R. de Bree 
Dr. F. Dijk 
Prof.dr. G.A.M.S. van Dongen 
Dr. D.J. Kuik 
Prof.dr. Dr. Ch.R. Leemans 
Prof.dr. H.F. Mahieu 
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Dr. I. Verdonck-de Leeuw Dr. M.H. van der Berg 
Dr. D. Vugts Dr. E. van  
 Dr. A.M. van Furth 
Pathology  Prof. Dr. A.J.P. Veerman 
Dr. J. Beliën  

Pulmonology  Prof. dr. E. Bloemena 
Dr. H.J. Bontkes Dr. P.W.A. Kunst 
Dr. B. Carvalho Prof.dr. P.E. Postmus 
Dr. B. Diosdado Prof.dr. E.F. Smit 
Dr. D.A.M. Heideman Dr. T.G. Sutedja 
Dr. E. Hooijberg  

Radiology  Dr. F.J. van Kemenade 
Dr. P. Krijnen Prof.dr. J.A. Castelijns 
Prof.dr. C.J.L.M. Meijer J. van Rijn 
Prof.dr. G.A. Meijer  

Radiation Oncology Prof.dr. J.M. Middeldorp 
Prof.dr. W.J. Mooi Dr. G.K. Kuipers 
Dr. J.J. Oudejans Dr. F.J. Lagerwaard 
Dr. G.L. Scheffer Dr. M.V.M. Lafleur 
Prof.dr. R.J. Scheper Prof.dr. S. Senan 
Dr. P.J.F. Snijders  Prof.dr. B.J. Slotman 
Dr. R. Steenbergen Dr. P. Sminia 
Dr. S.J.C. Stevens Dr. B. van Triest 
Dr. C. Svenson  

Surgical Oncology  Dr. M. van de Wiel 
Prof.dr. P.J. van den Elsen Prof.dr. M.A. Cuesta 
Dr. P. van den IJssel Dr. M. van Egmond 
Dr. B.M.E. von Blomberg-van der Flier Prof.dr. P.A.M. van Leeuwen 
Dr. B Ylstra Prof.dr. S. Meijer 
  
Paediatrics  Urology  
Dr. C.J.M. Broers Dr. E.C. de Boer 
Dr. J. Cloos Dr. P.A.M.J. Frantzen 
Dr. V. de Haas Dr. A.A. Geldof 
Dr. I. Hubeek Dr. R.J.A. Moorselaar 
Dr. G.J. Kaspers 
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University of Amsterdam 
 
Medical Biochemistry  
Prof.dr. J.M.F.G. Aerts 
 
Cell Biology & Histology  
Dr. J.A. Aten 
Prof. dr. C.J.F. van Noorden 
Dr. A. Sonnenberg 
 
Experimental Internal Medicine  
Dr. C.A. Spek 
 
Gastro-enterology & Hepatology  
Prof.dr. R.P.J. Oude Elferink 
Dr. K.K. Krishnadath  
 
Genetic Metabolic Diseases  
Dr. A.B.P. van Kuilenburg  
 
Human Genetics  
Dr. H.A.M. Geerts 
Dr. L.J. Valentijn 
Prof.dr. R. Versteeg 
Dr. M. Kool 
 
Hematology 
Dr. M.J. Kersten   
Dr. H. Koene 
Prof. dr. M.H.J. van Oers 
 
Immunology 
Dr. E.F. Eldering 
Dr. R.M. Luiten   
 
LaserCenter 
Dr. M.C. Aalders   
Prof. dr. A.G.J.M. van Leeuwen  
 
Medical Biochemistry  
Prof. dr. J.M.F.G. Aerts 
 
Medical Oncology  
Dr. P.J.M. Bakker 
Prof.dr. D.J. Richel 
Dr. A.M. Westermann 
Dr. H. Wilmink 
 

Neurogenetics  
Dr. Th.J.M. Hulsebos 
 
Pathology  
Prof.dr. S.T. Pals  
Dr. M. Spaargaren 
Prof. dr. C.J.M. van Noesel 
 
Pedriatric Oncology  
Dr. H. van den Berg 
Prof.dr. H.N. Caron  
Dr. A.B.P. van Kuilenburg 
Dr. J. de Kraker  
Dr. J.H. Merks  
Dr. A.Y.N. Schouten-van Meeteren 
Prof. dr. G.A.M. Tytgat 
Dr. A.C. Verschuur 
Dr. M.D. van de Wetering 
Dr. J. Zsiros 
 
Radiotherapy  
Dr. C. van Bree 
Dr. N.A.P. Franken 
Prof.dr. C.C.E. Koning 
Prof.dr. J.P. Medema 
 
Surgery  
Prof.dr. D.J. Gouma 
Prof.dr. T.M. van Gulik 
 
Urology  
Prof.dr. J.J.M.C.H. de la Rosette 
Dr.Ir. H. Wijkstra 
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Annex 2.  
International visitors 
 
Allison J.P., USA  
Aloy P., Spain 
Assaraf Y.G., Israel  
Attikum H., Switserland 
 
Balkwill F., UK 
Baumeister W., Germany 
Becker P., Germany  
Bickmore W., UK 
Bjornsti M.A., USA 
Breakefield X., USA 
Bussemaker H., USA 
 
Caldas C., UK  
Carroll J., USA  
Chabner B.A., USA  
Clarke M., USA  
Condeelis J., USA 
Colot V., France 
Cullen, UK 
 
Davis I., UK 
de Thé H., France 
Dhillon H., Australia 
 
Easton D., UK 
 
Fagotto F., Canada 
Fearon D., UK 
 
Germain R., USA 
Gottschling D., USA. 
Grinstein S., Canada 
 
Hall P., Sweden 
Heidenblad M., Sweden   
Hornstein E., Israel 
 
Tomlinson I., UK  
 
Jacob S., Switserland 
 
Keller P., Germany  
Kloetzel P.M., Germany 
Krissinel E., UK 

Lamers M., USA 
Laurie G., UK  
Look T., USA. 
Lowe S., USA 
Luscombe N., UK 
 
Madhani H., USA 
Mahmood U., USA 
McFadden G., Canada  
 
Nasmyth K., UK 
Niederhuber J.E., USA  
 
Pearl L., UK 
Pelkmans L., Switserland 
Pouysségur J., France 
Praz F., France  
 
Quackenbush J., USA 
 
Ravdin P., USA 
Raz E., Germany 
Rebholz-Schuhmann D., UK 
Reuter G., Germany 
Reynolds A., USA    
Rosen J., USA 
 
Sharpe M., UK  
Schubeler D., Switserland 
Skotheim R., Oslo 
Schwartz M., USA 
Shay J., USA 
Soininen R., Finland  
Slebos R.J.C., USA  
Stappenbeck T., USA  
Stark H., Germany 
 
ten Berge, USA 
Tuveson, USA 
 
Van Waardenburg R., USA 
van Tendeloo V., Belgium  
Von Hoff D., USA
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Annex 3.  
Theses completed 
 
In 2006, 47 graduate students completed their graduate training and obtained a PhD degree. Their names, 
thesis titles, supervisors and institutes are listed below. The institute at which the research described in the 
theses was carried out is mentioned between brackets and may differ from the university where the PhD 
graduation took place. 
 
Name : Augustijn-Savonije J.H. (Vumc) 
Title : Effects of erythropoietin in cancer patients 
University : Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam 
(co)Promotors : Giaccone G, Marx JMM  
Date : 7 May 2006 
 
Name : Bernad R. (NKI) 
Title : Molecular dissection of the nuclear pore comples in relation to nuclear export 

pathways 
University : Universiteit Leiden 
(co)Promotors : Neefjes JJ 
Date : 20 June 2006 
 
Name : Blom E. (Vumc) 
Title : Evolutionary clues to the molecular function of Fanconi anemia genes 
University : Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam 
(co)Ppromotores : Joenje H, Arwert F, de Winter JP 
Date : 21 April 2006 
 
Name : Boon E.M.J. (AMC) 
Title : The HGF/MET pathway in colorectal cancer. 
University : Universiteit van Amsterdam 
(co)Promotors : Pals ST, van der Neut R 
Date : 09 March 2006 
 
Name : Bos C.L. (AMC) 
Title : Signal transduction & drug intervention in colon cancer. 
university : Universiteit van Amsterdam 
(co)Promotors : Richel DJ, Peppelenbosch MP. 
Date : 15 September 2006 
 
Name : Bosch T. (NKI) 
Title : Pharmacogenetic screening in anti-cancer therapy: focus on docetaxel, irinotecan 

and fluoropyrimidines 
university : Universiteit Utrecht 
(co)Promotors : Schellens JHM, Beijnen JH 
Date : 3 March 2006 
 
Name : Carvalho R. (AMC) 
Title : Gastric carcinoma profiling: investigating its molecular origin. 
university : Universiteit van Amsterdam 
(co)Promotors : Offerhaus GKA, Weterman MAJ 
Date : 02 November 2006 
 
Name : Creyghton M. (NKI) 
Title : Protein phosphatase type 2A regulatory subunits and caner 
university : Universiteit Utrecht 
(co)Promotors : Bernards R 
Date : 11 Januari 2006 
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Name : Dinant S. (AMC) 
Title : Strategies to improve outcome after partial liver resection 
university : Universiteit van Amsterdam 
(co)Promotors : van Gulik TM, Gouma DJ 
Date : 10 October 2006 
 
Name : Feller N. (Vumc) 
Title : Detection and eradication of minimal residual disease in acute myeloid leukaemia 
university : Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam 
(co)Promotors : Ossenkoppele GJ, Schuurhuis GJ 
Date : 24 March 2006 

 
Name : Foijer F. (NKI + VUmc) 
Title : Braking news: The G2 restiction point 
university : Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam 
(co)Promotors : te Riele HPJ 
Date : 25 October 2006 
 
Name : Greil F. (NKI) 
Title : Hetreochromatin composition and function 
university : Universiteit van Amsterdam 
(co)Promotors : van Driel R 
Date : 23 November  2006 
 
Name : Griekspoor A. (NKI) 
Title : Single cell biochemistry to visualize antigen presentation and drug resistance 
university : Universiteit Leiden 
(co)Promotors : Neefjes JJ 
Date : 01 November 2006 
 
Name : Groothuis T. (NKI) 
Title : Manipulations of the ubiquitin proteasome system and their effects on antigen 

presentation 
university : Universiteit Leiden 
(co)Promotors : Neefjes JJ 
Date : 01 November 2006 
 
Name : Herder C.J.M. (Vumc) 
Title : The use of 18FDG PET in NSCLC 
university : Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam 
(co)Promotors : Postmus PE, Teule GJJ, Hoekstra OS, Smit EF 
Date : 26 April 2006 

 
Name : Houtenbos I. (Vumc) 
Title : Strategies to translate leukemia-derived dendritic cell vaccination into clinical 

practice 
university : Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam 
(co)Promotors : Ossenkoppele GJ, van de Loosdrecht AA 
Date : 24 November 2006 

 
Name : Janmaat M.L. (Vumc) 
Title : Targeting ErbB receptors as anticancer therapy: Factors of sensitivity and 

resistance 
university : Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam 
(co)Promotors : Giaccone G, Rodriguez JA 
Date : 10 November 2006 
 
Name : Janssen H. (NKI) 
Title : Hypoxia in head and neck cancers; measurements and importance 
university : Begg AC 
(co)Promotors : Radboud Universiteit Nijmegen 
Date : 11 September 2006 
 
Name : Kantardzhieva A.V. (AMC) 
Title : Crumbs and MAGUK proteins, from interaction to function 
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university : Universiteit van Amsterdam 
(co)Promotors : Berns AJM, de Jong PTVM, Wijnholds J 
Date : 07 June 2006 
 
Name : Kater A.P. (AMC) 
Title : Novel apoptosis inducting strategies in chronic lymphocytic leukemia 
university : Universiteit van Amsterdam 
(co)Promotors : van Oers MHJ, Kipps TJ, Eldering E 
Date : 02 February 2006 
 
Name : Kreukels B. (NKI) 
Title : Information processing and brain activity after adjuvant chemotherapy in breast 

cancer patients 
university : Universiteit van Amsterdam 
(co)Promotors : van Dam FSAM 
Date : 05 July 2006 
 
Name : Kroon B.K. (NKI/Vumc) 
Title : Dynamic sentinel node biopsy in penile carcinoma 
university : Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam 
(co)Promotors : Horenblas S  
Date : 24 February 2006 

 
Name : Langeslag M. (NKI) 
Title : TRPM7, Calcium and the cytoskeleton 
university : Universiteit Leiden 
(co)Promotors : Moolenaar WH 
Date : 11 October 2006 
 
Name : Levielle F. (Vumc) 
Title : The Fanconi anemia DNA maintenance pathway: focus on the FANCE and FANCF 

proteins 
university : Vrije universiteit Amsterdam 
(co)Promotors : Joenje H, de Winter JP 
Date : 27 October 2006 

 
Name : Litjens S.H.M. (NKI + AMC) 
Title : Plectin's acting-binding domain: a versatile element 
university : Universiteit van Amsterdam 
(co)Promotors : Berns AJM, Sonnenberg A 
Date : 24 February 2006 
 
Name : Marsman (AMC) 
Title : Barrett's battle gene therapy and diagnostic endoscopy 
university : Universiteit van Amsterdam 
(co)Promotors : van Lanschot JJB, Bosma PJ, Bergman JJGHM  
Date : 17 November 2006 
 
Name : Mochtar C.A. (AMC) 
Title : Prognostic factors for clinical progression after treatment of BPH 
university : Universiteit van Amsterdam 
(co)Promotors : de la Rosette JJMCH, Debruyne FMJ, Kiemeney LALM,  Laguna-Pes MP 
Date : 04 April 2006 
 
Name : Muris J.F.M. (Vumc) 
Title : Expression profiling and clinical outcome in primary nodal diffuse large B-cell 

lymphomas 
university : Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam 
(co)Promotors : Meijer CJLM, Oudejans JJ 
Date : 15 December 2006 

 
Name : Natrajan G. (NKI) 
Title : MutS: Recognition of DNA mismatches and initiation of repair 
university : Erasmus Universiteit Rotterdam 
(co)Promotors : Sixma TK 
Date : 13 September 2006 
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Name : Oosterling S.J. (Vumc) 
Title : Surgical trauma and intra-abdominal tumor development 
university : Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam 
(co)Promotors : Meijer S, Beelen RHJ 
Date : 17 November 2006 

 
Name : Purnomosari D. (Vumc) 
Title : Molecular analysis of early onset Indonesian breast cancer 
university : Universiteit van Utrecht 
(co)Promotors : van Diest PJ, Pals G 
Date : 29 November 2006 
 
Name : Smulders S.A. (Vumc) 
Title : Patients with resectable lung cancer: preoperative selection and postoperative 

function 
university : Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam 
(co)Promotors : Postmus PE  
Date : 24 November 2006 

 
Name : Schepers K. (NKI) 
Title : Dissection and manipulation of antigen-specific Tcell responses 
university : Universiteit Leiden 
(co)Promotors : Schumacher TNM 
Date : 19 October 2006 
 
Name : Schnater J.M. (AMC) 
Title : The way forward in hepatoblastoma. A study of epidemiology, gene expression 

patterns, and the development of a tumor model 
university : Universiteit van Amsterdam 
(co)Promotors : Lamers WH, Heij HA, Aronson DC 
Date : 19 October 2006 
 
Name : Schnell S.A.C. (NKI + AMC) 
Title : Further optimization of the diagnostic management of deep venous thrombosis 
university : Universiteit van Amsterdam 
(co)Promotors : Berns AJM, Jacobs H 
Date : 15 December 2006 
 
Name : Triesscheijn M. (NKI) 
Title : mTHPC-mediated photodynamic therapy; from bed to bench and back again 
university : Universiteit Utrecht 
(co)Promotors : Schellens JHM 
Date : 20 September 2006 
 
Name : Underberg R.W.M. (Vumc) 
Title : Clinical implication of 4-dimensional radiotherapy for treatment of lung cancer 
university : Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam 
(co)Promotors : Senan S, Slotman BJ  
Date : 11 January 2006 
 
Name : van Baal J.W.P.M. (AMC) 
Title : Molecular mechanisms in the development of Barrett's esophagus. 
university : Universiteit van Amsterdam 
(co)Promotors : Peppelenbosch MP, Krishnadath KK. 
Date : 15 December 2006 
 
Name : van de Weerdt B. (NKI) 
Title : Separating the multiple roles of polo-like kinase-1 in mitosis 
university : Universiteit Utrecht 
(co)Promotors : Medema RH 
Date : 30 March 2006 
 
Name : van Rheenen (NKI) 
Title : PIP2 as local second messenter: a critical re-evaluation 
university : Leiden 
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(co)Promotors : Prof.dr. J.J. Neefjes 
Date : 11 January 2006 
 
Name : van Rossum A. (NKI) 
Title : Contactin couples dynamic actin networks to cell migration and breast cancer 
university : Leiden 
(co)Promotors : Moolenaar WH 
Date : 29 March 2006 
 
Name : van Tinteren H. (Vumc) 
Title : Assessing the value of FDG-PET in lung cancer: from theory to practice 
university : Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam 
(co)Promotors : Boers M, Teule GJJ, Hoekstra OS  
Date : 13 December 2006 

 
Name : Vischioni B. (Vumc) 
Title : Expression and subcellular localization of inhibitor of apoptosis (IAP) proteins in 

human tissues: mechanisms and clinical implications 
university : Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam 
(co)Promotors : Giaccone G, Rodriguez JA 
Date : 14 November 2006 

 
Name : Vuylsteke R.J.C.L.M. (Vumc) 
Title : Clinical and immunological aspects of the sentinel lymph node procedure in 

melanoma 
university : Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam 
(co)Promotors : van Leeuwen PAM, Meijer S, Scheper RJ  
Date : 29 September 2006 
 
Name : Westerterp M. (AMC) 
Title : Oesophageal cancer: novel diagnostic and therapeutic modalities 
university : Universiteit van Amsterdam 
(co)Promotors : van Lanschot JJB, Boellaard R, Plukker JT, Sloof GW 
Date : 16 June 2006 
 
Name : Witlox M.A. (Vumc) 
Title : Gene Therapy of Osteosarcoma. Preclinical studies with adenoviral vectors and 

adenoviral oncolysis 
university : Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam 
(co)Promotors : Wuisman PIJM, van Beusechem VW, Gerritsen WR 
Date : 15 December 2006 
 
Name : Wurdinger T. (Vumc) 
Title : The development of tumor-selective coronaviruses as anti-cancer agents 
university : Universiteit van Utrecht 
(co)Promotors : Rottier PJM, Gerritsen WR, van Beusechem VW, Verheije MH 
Date : 2 January 2006 
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Annex 4.  
Scientific publications 
 
1. Aalders MCG, Triesscheijn M, Ruevekamp M, 
de Bruin M, Baas P, Faber DJ, Stewart FA. Doppler 
optical coherence tomography to monitor the 
effect of photodynamic therapy on tissue 
morphology and perfusion. J Biomed Optics 2006; 
11: 044011. (NKI) 

2. Aarnoudse CA, Garcia-Vallejo JJ, Saeland E, 
van Kooyk Y. Recognition of tumor glycans by 
antigen-presenting cells. Curr Opin Immunol 2006; 
18(1): 105-111. (VUmc) 

3. Aarts M, Dekker M, de Vries S, van der Wal 
A, te Riele H. Generation of a mouse mutant by 
oligonucleotide-mediated gene modification in ES 
cells. Nucleic Acids Res 2006; 34: e147. (NKI) 

4. Abdallah AM, Verboom T, Hannes F, Safi M, 
Strong M, Eisenberg D, Musters RJ, Vandenbroucke-
Grauls CMJE, Appelmelk BJ, Luirink J, Bitter W. A 
specific secretion system mediates PPE41 transport 
in pathogenic mycobacteria. Mol Microbiol 2006; 
62(3): 667-679. (VUmc) 

5. Abdullah-Sayani A, Bueno-de-Mesquita JM, 
Van De Vijver MJ. Technology insight: Tuning into 
the genetic orchestra using microarrays - 
Limitations of DNA microarrays in clinical practice. 
Nat Clin Pract Oncol 2006; 3: 501-16. (NKI) 

6. Abou El Hassan MA, Braam SR, Kruyt FAE. A 
real-time RT-PCR assay for the quantitative 
determination of adenoviral gene expression in 
tumor cells. J Virol Methods 2006; 133(1): 53-61. 
(VUmc) 

7. Abou El Hassan MA, Braam SR, Kruyt FAE. 
Paclitaxel and vincristine potentiate adenoviral 
oncolysis that is associated with cell cycle and 
apoptosis modulation, whereas they differentially 
affect the viral life cycle in non-small-cell lung 
cancer cells. Cancer Gene Ther 2006; 13(12): 1105-
1114. (VUmc) 

8. Ackland SP, Clarke SJ, Beale P, Peters GJ. 
Thymidylate synthase inhibitors. Update on Cancer 
Therapeutics 2006; 1: 403-427. (VUmc) 

9. Adam M, Pogacic V, Bendit M, Chappuis R, 
Nawijn MC, Duyster J, Fox CJ, Thompson CB, Cools 
J, Schwaller J. Targeting PIM kinases impairs 
survival of hematopoietic cells transformed by 
kinase inhibitor-sensitive and kinase inhibitor-
resistant forms of Fms-like tyrosine kinase 3 and 
BCR/ABL. Cancer Res 2006; 66: 3828-35. (NKI) 

10. Adema AD, Zuurbier L, Floor K, Hubeek I, 
Kaspers GJL, Albertoni F, Peters GJ. Cellular 

resistance against troxacitabine in human cell lines 
and pediatric patient acute myeloid leukemia blast 
cells. Nucleos Nucleot Nucl Acids 2006; 25(9-11): 
981-986. (VUmc) 

11. Adler AS, Lin M, Horlings H, Nuyten DSA, Van 
De Vijver MJ, Chang HY. Genetic regulators of 
large-scale transcriptional signatures in cancer. 
Nat Genet 2006; 38: 421-30. (NKI) 

12. Aerts JGJV, Surmont V, van Klaveren RJ, 
Tan KY, Senan S, Van Wijhe G, Vernhout R, 
Verhoeven GT, Hoogsteden HC, van Meerbeeck JP. 
A phase II study of induction therapy with 
carboplatin and gemcitabine in patients with 
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