Dear PhD students,

Each year the Oncology Graduate School Amsterdam (OOA), organizes a 3-day retreat for all graduate students participating in the OOA, to stimulate communication between the students of the different participating institutes (NKI, VUmc and AMC) and also between the students of different divisions within the same institute. The retreat is generally highly appreciated and considered stimulating both scientifically as well as socially, though the program is quite demanding.

This year the retreat will be held from Wednesday, November 24th till Friday, November 26th. Venue is Hotel Opduin on the island of Texel, as usual.

All participants are obliged to submit a 1-page (A4) abstract in English that contains the goals of the research project and the results obtained so far. Please be aware that the OOA covers a wide range of subjects, so that it will be essential to avoid jargon, unknown abbreviations, etc.

Your abstracts will be assembled in a book to be distributed well in advance of the retreat. Up to then, all abstracts will be treated confidential. Oio's that started in or after October 2009 present a poster (A1) during a poster session.

Older Oio's present their work in a 12 minute presentation, followed by questions/discussion of the public (3 minutes). A chairperson (to be selected by the Dean) introduces each session with an outline of the field of research. (not the presentations).

A total of four (4) awards for the best posters of fundamental and clinical science and the best presentation in fundamental and clinical science will be given. The OOA Retreat may thus be rewarding from another perspective as well. It goes without saying that we will select a representative jury.

The idea is that we leave Amsterdam at approx. 9.30 am on Wednesday, in order to arrive at Hotel Opduin before lunch time. The departure hour depends on the number of participants, but is usually in the course of Wednesday afternoon.

Kind regards,

Franciska Manuputty

Office manager / OOA administrator

Division B7-B8

NKI-AVL

Phone: + 31 20 512 1950

Fax:     + 31 20 512 1954

email: f.manuputty@nki.nl

